ther it is hixd or alte 


Þ<, 


With the Senſe of the Jewiſh Doors, 
both Ancient and Modern, touching 


PREDESTINATION and Free-Witk. 


Allo an Explication of ſeveral obſcure 
. Paſſages and Prophecies in the Old Teſta- 
ment; togerher with ſome remarkable Cu- 
- Roms obſery'd by the Fews. _ 

nt OY 
Written in Latin om Famou: M ENASSEH 


BEN-ISRA 


L the Jew, and now Tranſlated 
into Engliſh, rag 


To which are added, the Author'Life, never be- 
- fore Publiſh'd ; and a Catalogue of his Works. 
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LONDON Printed, and tb by Fa Nutt, near 
Stationers-Hall, and by the B 
don and We fimmnſter, 1699. 
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Wolthrop Parker, Eſq; 


I 578, -— 

| Hope you'll Pardon my Pre- 
WW ſumption, if I trouble you 
o read this Book, in y 
jours. (if you have any from 


ur leiſure © 
Koing Good ) 'which I partly 
franſlated, and partly Compos'd 3 
In Mine. I muſt humbly Re- © 7 
queſt another Favour from you, 4 
nd that is your ProteRtion (if it *® 
$ not an Encroachment) be- 
auſe you are qualif'd to Judge 
{ the Performance, and (if you 
pprove of it) to defend me a- 


(| 


—Y > 


4 FN 


Wh Lua 


FER "0 wor EE 3. ; 
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oainſt the yr - Cent 
of ill-natur'd Men. I take this 
Opportunity likewiſe, publickly 
© acknowledge my great Obli- 
gations þoth to. you, and 
your good Lady, whole exten- 
ſive Charity, and exemplary De- 
yotion, prevent my juſt” Com: 
mendations of her to-the World, 
The fulſome Flatteries which u: 
ſually fill the Dedications of indi: 
gent, cringing Authors, oblige mt 
not to diſplay your Veitues, anc 
Accompliſhments , which have 
been conſpicuous , both in oul 
own, and Neighbouring Coun 
tries. It was che Opinion of thi 
moſt Learned Rabbins, (as Menaſ 
ſeb Ben-Iſrael informs us in chi 
Treatiſe ) That a Man's Lift 
Faight be prolong d by med 


cating 


ing his Commandments ; now 
ince this ſeems highly probable, St - 
| have good Reaſon to believe, 
you may religioully expect as 
long, and as Happy a Courle of 
years, as ſome of your pious Fa-, 
ily have arrivd to. I may 
without the impuration ot Flat- 
tery, confidently affirm the ſame 
of your ſincerely vertuous La- 
Qy. 
That you may both enjoy, 
( till a good old Age gently 
leads you to decay) the ſame 
Health, and the ſame Comtoxts 
do now, 1s the hearty Wiſh 


* 


Your moſt obliged = 
Humble Servant, 
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( according to Cuſtom ) the Reaſons 
that induc'd me to Tranſlate. Now 
ſome of them are theſe ; 1ſt. My own Di- 
yerſjon. 2d. Becauſe 1 imagin'd, that others 


would have the ſame fatisfation, and ime: .* 


provement, that I had in the peruſal. 3d.. 
( and I'!l add no more ) becauſe the Ori- 


ginal is very ſcarce, and not to be purcha- 7? 


ſed at any Rate. | 
I have done ſo much Juſtice ta my Au- 
thor (and no more is to be expetted) that 


as he has expreſs'd himſelf in plain and ea- - 


ſte Latin, I have endeavour'd to make him 
ſpeak clear, familiar, and unaffeted En- 


gliſh. His thoughts are not very bright in 


the Original, and therefore you muſt ex- 
pect no mighty Splendour in the Tranſla- 
| tion. As his Stile is not very Polite, ſo 


there is no-la Cadence des Periodes ( as the 


Frenchman ſays) in mine. As Modeſty 
_. and Humility were conſpicuousin his Tem- 


r, ſo likewiſe are they diſcernible in 4 
the Propoſals of his Sentiments. He deli- - 


vers other Men's with fidelity and candour, 
and his own with ingenuity and ſubmiſli> 
on. His Judgment is ſolid, and his Argu- 


ment ftrenuous, and if his Reaſons are 
not ſo fine as other Men's, yet they are | 
Juſt and impartial, _——. 
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F;” x of fn boils [ a Senator and Lyofeſ- 
”-ſonr of Phy fick in Dorr,) who had, not ma- 
* Dy Years before with ſeveral others, ( as E- 
"Piſcopins, Merſemnus, Rivetus, C,Barl aus Voſſi- 
8, &c. engag'd in the fame Controverlie. 
- Bur not being fully contented with the va- 
' rious Opinions of Chriſtian Writers upon 
- theſe Subjes, he importun'd this Author 
- to inform him likewiſe what the Eminent 
- Rabbins and Talmudick Doors ſaid about 
them;for fear (as he tells us himſelf) it would 
be agreat injury to his Profeſſion, did Men 
believe, that the Time'of their Death was 
ſo abſolutely determin'd by God, that they 
. couldneithier die ſooner or live longer than 
” that fatal Period, whether they took the 
Advice and Preſcriptions of the Phyſicians 
” ar not. I muſt confeſs I have omitted in the 
= Tranſlation his numerous Quotations, be- 
+ cauſe ſcarce any Man has halfoftheAuthors 
- to conſult, and if he had, the Advantage 
” wouldnot be very great. Some Men of late 
” have not been very. juſt to their Authors, 
”  butl declare plainly I believe he is. Some 
| - places ( but very few) I have not tranſſa- 
E red, becauſe the Senſe 1 is the ſame in other 
F Parts. | 
1 muſt declare- ſomething elſe too, and 
that i is, that I am notof thoſe Men's minds 
; Na - as that go: CONORIIER with an 
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good in a Book, are preſently extravagant 
 inextolling it; who pleaſe themſelves with 7 

what they do not underſtand, and. would 
fain haveall theWorld admireic with them# = 
I have a great and true reſpect for the Au- 
thor, and ſome of his Works (perhaps) de- 7 
ſerve as favourable a Reception as moſt of 
our late Modern Chriſtians. Here isenough 
In this to improve the Knowledge of a wiſe 
Man, and very few of thoſe Rabbinical Fa- 
bles, that rather divert, than inſtru the 
Reader. I am ſure Beverovicizs thought it 
would be beneficial to the Commonwealth 
of Learning (as he tells this great Authors 
in a courteous Letter) and was highly plea» 
ſed himſelf, ro ſee the Opinions of the Rab- 
bins and: Cabbaliſts about this dark Contro- 
verſie. Eo 
I contentedly expeCt the Cenſures of a _} 
Sett of Men, who value no Performances 4 
but their own; bur let them 2mpanel aJu- 7 
ry of the ſoureſt Criticks, I bravely deſpiſe © 3 
their Verdi&, becauſe I am ſure of the Be- 3} 
nefit of the Clergy. Ifthey find fault with 7? 
1t becauſe *tis only a Tranſlation, (and that 
no Vivacity of Wir, Strength of Judgment, 
Subtilty of Reaſoning, or cloſe Application 2 
to Lexicons or Indexes, are requiſite to ſet 
up a Tranſlator) I ſhall preſently anſwer : 
them, I only made uſe of a little diſererion 
in making choice of an Author, that may 7 
perhaps be more ſerviceable to the Ad- 
SONY RI ance * 
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ranſlator's Pref ace, 


C: " yancement of Knowledge, and ( pardon 
me for ſaying it )) Chriſtianity too, than 
the late ſtupid Defences for a lewd ill-go- 
 vern'd Stage ; or the abominable Libels of - 
all reveal'd Religion, and of our moſt holy 
Faith, that have been publiſh'd by the per- 
_ fidious Underminers of them every Body 
Knows. Rs 
Some Men I know will quarrel with me 
| Cut nct ſting me) for letting Women, and 
- part Apprentices know what theFews have 
- faid concerning theſe matters. But if I can 
| . improve any Man's knowledge, though tis 
; _ a.Cobler's, I ſhall not refuſe to be his hum- 
| ble Servant at Command. 
\. If the bold Maintainers of Mr. Hobbs's 
Sophiſtical Principles concerning irrevoca- / 
ble Fate and Neceſſity, are diſpleas'd with 
ms Author or the Tranſlator, T'!] leave 
, bem to be confuted by the Learned Dr. 
* H.More, ( Immortal. of ”_ Soul. B 2. c.3.) 
"or ( what | is worſe*) by their Neceſſity. - 
My Author has divided his Treatiſe into 
_ three Books. In the firſt he maintains that / 
there is a certain Term of Man's Life, and 
” tells us how this wasunderftood by: theAn- 
cient and Modern Fews. In the 2d he han- 
" dles that celebrated Problem, wherher this 
Term is fix'd or alterable In the 3d he en- 
yours to ſhew, how God's Fore-know- 
dee and Man's Free-will are to-be recon- 
- giled. Lhave tranſlated all theTexts of Scri.. 
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pture (quoted by 4. B. 1) according to the | 
laſt Tranſlation of our Bibles. | 
Now becauſe *cis plain that Thave foms 
rime, and Paper to ſpare, it may*be expe- 
Qed I ſhould declare my own Sentiments 
about theſe things. I am ſorry I amoblig'd 
to diſappoint theſe Men, but I will mals 
ſo far, as to diſcover (1 have his leave for 
it) the Opinion _ of an intimate Acquain-. 
- rance. Says he, We cannot be too cautious 
of avoiding chat Opinion, which Demure 
People have enterfain'd of God's pre-de- 
termining the Ads of our Will, and of ab- 
ſolutely pre-ordaining the means, as well as 
' theend. For this ſeems to cut of a poſſi- 
bility of Guilt, and a poſlibility of Inno- 
.- cence ; for what poſlibility is there of ab- 
ſtaining from that Sin,which by God's De- 
termination is acknowleds' d to Hay ineVita- 
ble ? How can that be a Sin which carries 
no contrariety to God's Will; as being pre- 
ordain'd, and. fo WilFd by him ? This Q- 
pinion, continues he) ſeems to rob us of 
our Underſtandings, and Wills, for what uſe 
is there of Underſtandings, if we cannot do _ 
+ What we know, or of our Wills, if we do 
\.not At that voluncarily which we do ? 
How apt are Men when they look upon 
_ Chriſtianity as a Chain only of fatal Cay- 
ſes, and affix all Events to a neceſlary 
Concatination of Cauſes, to throw off al ©. 
thoughts of. a acigmenc to come, and to E 
under. 


"Ne Tranſltor's $ Pr 1 199d 


b- rus all Threats which. might re- 
*  ftrain their Impieries, and all Rewards that 
\ might oblige them to Obedience; and 
* ſo run intothoſe Extreams which are oppo- 
fite to God's Laws, and irreconcileable to 
the Civil Conftitutionsof Men ; for he that 
conceits himſelf led by ſuch irrefiſtable De- 
crees, will not only proſecute his own Fan- 
ſie, (and ſo tranſgrefs) but even hate all 
Laws, and all thoſe too, whoare by Duty 
oblig'd to puniſh rhe for their Extrava- 
gancies. | 
This is all Iſhall offer now. becauſe Iam 
told (by a very great Man of our Church )'s 
in his Diſcourſe of Death, Sei. 5. p. 186. 
That theſe things will be Diſputes as long as || * 
the World lafts, unleſs Men grow wiſer || 
than to trouble themſelves with ſuch Que- 
ſtions as are above their reach, and which 
they can never have a clear Notion, and 
Perception of. 

The Reaſon of concealing my Name, is 
too great to be inſerted here, but when 1 
have another Opportunity, I will ſhew 

that Tam not aſham'd of it.. 

I have preſented the World with the 

 beft Account of Aenaſſeb Ben-1/rae!'s Life, 
that I could pick up in his own Writings, or | 
in common Convigſation. If any one can F} 
oblige mewithany thing more remarkable, JF 
Thope I ſhall have room to inſert that, and || 
- - my Thanks in another Edition. | 
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Menaſſeh Ben-Iſrael, 


ENASSEH Ber-Iſrael was 
TWAR Zorn in Portugal about the 
| & Tear 1604, in the Reign of 
| Philip zhe 1IT. Xing of Spain. Hs Fa- 
ther was Joſeph Ben-Iſrael, a rich and 
| eminent Merchant, Hu Mothers Name 
I was Rachel Socira, who was deſcended 
from an Honourdble Family. 
| is Father being perſecuted, by the 
| Spaniſh Inquiſition, for his Religzon, 
' | and having loſt his Goods, and almoſt his 
| Life, ( for he was thiee times moſt his _ 
| barbaroufly Tortur'd ) privately 'made 
by 
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© buy Eſcape to Holland with his Wife 
| and Children, Ephraim and Menaſſh, 
; Not long after hu Arrival, Menaſſeh was 
committed to the Care of R. Iſaac Uſiel, 
who inſtrutted him in the Hebrew Lan- 
guage ; in which he made ſo great #Pro- 
ficiency, that at the Age of Eighteen 
Tears, he ſucceeded his Maſter 7n the 
Synagggrue at Amſterdam, where heW* 
Preach'd and explaind the Talmud for 
I ſeveral Tears together. Of the' exafl 
to. time of his Marriage, 1 cannot at pre- 
| ſent be informd : But his Wife's Name 
' was Rachel, of the Family of Abravanel, 
(Councellour to the King of Spain )I7' 
whoſe Pedegree ſome of the Jews ( IN” 
- know not upon what grounds) derive from 
David. He had by her two Sons,( Joſeph 
aud Samuel) and one Daughter, namd}j 
Grace. Hu Circumſtauces being very 
low, ( for his Salary from the Synagogue,” 
was not above fifty Dollars per annum) ; 
he was forc'd to ſend to his Brother F- 
_ phraim, az Braſi], to put him in a me- 
thod to mend his. Fortunes by Merchan-| 
dize. In the mean time he applyd bim-Y 
ſelf to the Study of Philoſophy, and ar 
Holy} 
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fp f oly Scriptures, to which he was addi. 
Weds, even from his Child-hood. He 
Bnaintaind a good Correſpondence with 
| ſeveral Learnd, and Ingenious Men of 
"Bis time, and was deſervedly Honour'd, 


( ind Reſpeted by them, as T ſhall ſhew. 
{&" its proper place. But after he was 


emar'd (to his unexpreſſible Grief) in a 

ay of Traffick, he was very much di- 

xerted from the Proſecution of his be- 

oved Studies. Great part of his time, 

was taken up in the Preſs, for he Prin- 

ted all his Books with his own Letters, 
and at his own Expence ; ſo that confi- 
dering his Attendance in the Synagogue, 
biiCare of the Preſs, and neceſſary Em- 

ployment in bis Domeltick Afﬀairs, he had 

vo opportunity to diſcharge the common 
Offices of Friendſhip. Notwithſtanding all 

this, (upon an Invitation) he came into 
England,zn the times of the execrable,aud 
un-nataral Rebellion, His ſtay here was 

but ſhort,» becauſe he did not meet with 
{that Encouragement which he expetted. 

| However he had the Joyful Satisfattion,m 

Þ to contribute to the Settlement of thoſe 

Þ of his own Religion in this. Country. © 
2 Aud © 
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And as I am informd, he waif 


once civilly entertain'd by the Protef 
at his Table; he had frequent Confe 


rences with ſome of the Eminent cout, 
nanting Divines of thoſe unhappy times, 
but 1 believe he was too honeſt, and ſnl 
cere to approve of their unjuſt Praitices, 


whatever he thought of their enormoui 


2 Principles. His fore-fathers indett F 
had Crucified the True Meſlias, whon 


they call d the King of the Jews : Bull 


he muſt needs be diſpleas d with them, 


who had Martyr d him , who in ſom 


Reſpedts bore the Injuries, and Afﬀront! 
that were put upon his Great Maſter 
For they laid to his Charge things that 
he knew not. "This, I fay, might re 
ſonably be diſagreeable to him, becauſ 


it renew d ( as it were) the remembranct 


of bis Predeceſſors Shame, Cruelty, and 
_ Puniſhment. ' Aud he might Fanhe, that 


what they ſuffer'd for the Crucifixion off 


oue , theſe might ſuffer for the Decob 
lation of the other. 


 When-be departed from England, he 
went into Zealand, and as I was inf 
form'd( by that moſt courteous and ingeniÞ 


E 99 
4 4a5 % —_ 
P SET 4 


a" 4h ee NES. 
Eoin EX 
EO Is TE # 
IST ES 5 7p 
A x 
We 


TO NW, 0b- 1 $% DS ot ee oe EE OS te ig an 2 EF CS -- 0s 5 ONT . "Re" 
& %y by Ph 4 fo STS + LO "eel pe WY a6. j Wo; T3 Ve: wt PLL Boe NIE ns Fs Trop wr PO a fy OL? 99s PIT AN 19 62 ts CO”: 
\ , 0. 4b FED CS" 3 Dr -\ > RS”, . > Ns $3 15S; | i ; > ES \ #7 "I u a as "MA (nf 54 $% * -$ ; (ad Ana , 
8" pu + \ » = . = £ " _ x by bs of 3 PTS £1 a a \ \ "©, "x As 5 
L , # LA J a gt? —_— CO 17 £ f . . 4% F o ( ; . , 4+ $20 IE 
"_Its " 5% TD, *h . k WW do k : + hs 4 { ” | - : >. f " 's is ki 
ol y . . A IAA 
| © . A ee 

« be C 1 ; I $1 

4 - o, : ; WW.” 
y F ; 08 

: rnd 
/ _ np "$ * 
\ I . » * IN 

1 | g 


Walt { about the fifty third Tear of his Age ) 
Mi Middleborough ; but by the Genero- 
Bity of the Jews of Amſterdam, his Bo- 
By was brought thither , and decently 
Wrcrr d at their Expence. | 

He left one of his Sons behind 
him in England, who married into a 

MCredible Family but did not long ſurvive 
_ Wis good Father, leaving behind him only 

Move Child. How his other Son and Daugh 

ter were diſpos dof I cannot yet Learn. 

.. 7 hope IT ſhall incurr no Man's Cen- 

 Wſure, if I preſent the World with a 

ſhort Charafter of this great Rabbin. 
He was in his Opinion a Phariſee, \ 9s 

Wt ſeems they are all at this time) but 

of a Temper direly contrary to thoſe, 

W who are deſcrib'd to us by the Evange- 
ifts. AP the time he could ſpare from 
Mr gent Bufineſs, he ſpent among the beſt 

Authors of all Claſſes, as will appear to 

any one that conſults his Writangs. 
Though he was not a Gaſlendus in Phi- 
hoſophy, or a Grotius in Divinity; yet 

Þ fe was reputed the moſt celebrated Rab- 

Þ bin of his Age. His chiefeſt Applica- * 

7M > p4 tion 


"tion was to lluſtrate the Books of #1 t] 
Ol Teſtament, and he has ſucceeded j 
= well in this Undertaking, that hifi 
= Works are almoſt a good C omment upon 
© it. Fre was always induſtrious, carel 
ful, and frugal ; his Apprehenſion wall 
quick, his Judgment ſolid , and his Rea 
ſon #0r too ſevere, and ſabtile., Fel. | 
was a loving Husband, a kind Father 4 
and a.peaceable Subjet. He was of 4 
| 


wodeſt, ſober and fable Temper. | 
: LT ſhall beg Leave to digreſs intd ond 
Ff Tuſtance of this, which was imparted 
: to me by an Honoured Friend. Being 
about to "_ his Tour in the united 
Provinces, he acquainted his Tutor (a 
Worthy jad Learned Fellow of Queens 
College 74 Cambridge) with his Rel. 
ſolution. Upon this kind Information, | 
his Tutor requeſted the Favour of him, 
to ferchaſe two Rebrew Books that 
were very uncommon, aud withal added, 
That he thought Menaſſeh Ben-Ifraelfſ 
was the [ikelieſt Perſon to procure them 
for him, or ſatisfie him concerning them, | 
T porn this Geatleman's Arrival at Am-! 
Rerdam, he immediately enquir'd out} 
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this Eminent Rabbin ; aud in a little 
time after made him a Vifit, which _ 
.W was as civilly receivd, as paid. He 
T to/d our Great Author the occaſion of 


Þ his Coming, and defir d bim (if poſh" © 
ble) to help him to two Hebrew Books, 
i which could not be purchasd in Eng- 
7 land. He readily complyd with this 
| Requeſt, and at the ſame time cut theſe 
- = Books out of a large Volume, in which 
| they had been bound up, with others of 
the ſame Language. I need not ex- 
preſs the Pleaſure this Learned Jew 
had in granting this Courtefte, or the _ 


© Gentleman in«receiving it, or the great 
ij Obligation the ingenious Tutor had to 
ll oth. But to proceed: The Study of 
the Scriptures made him paſſionately 
| delight in Devout Contemplations. In 
S Zruth , he was a Man of afingular 
i Yertue , and Tntegrity of Mind, and 
' ſeem'd to want no Accompliſhnent, but 
[i the Faith of a Chriſtian. Several Wor- 
if thy Men of this Nation, (viz. Dr.Nath. 
# Homes, Dr. Jelley, Mr.Boyle,) as well 
_ as of his own, and of other Places ſet- 
led a Correſpondence with him, and have 
44. « nor 
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"The Life a 


EE: A FR backward to give bins jut 
© - Encomiums. But eſpecially that Lear- 
> ned Senator, and Phyfict cian of Dort, Be- 
verovicius, maintaind an intimate 
: Friendſhip with him, as long as he liv d. 
T Fe was of a wed th Stature, and in-. 
: clining, to Fatneſs. He always wore his || a 
own Hair , which (many years before || i 
his Death) was very Grey; fo that 
bis Complexion being pretty freſh, his | g 
Demeanor Graceful, and. Comely , his | i 
Fiabit plain and decent , he Command- | 1 
ed an aweful Reverence which was juſt- | 
4 
] 


, ty due to fo venerable a Deportment : 
| Tn ſhort, he was un homme fans Paſſi- 
on, fans tegierete, mais Helas! fans o- | 
pulence. 1: 
F cannot But obſerve here (with the | F 
Readers leave) that ſomePeople have un- 
accountably reach d out their Malice a- 
gainſt the Jews, who were once the only 
People of God. It is true ſome of them, 
5 18 Seventeen hundred years ago igno- 
rantly (but barbarouſly) Crucifted our 
Theſſed Redeemer ; As 3. 17. 13. 27. 
but alas! That perverſe Generation miſe- 
rably ſmarted " it, as the Learned Jo- | 
ſephus | 
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" Menaſſeh Ben-lfrael. ix © 
I ſephus i» his Wars of the Jews faith” 
Þ fully records, I ſhall not pretend to give 
| an Abridgment of his Works, eſpecially 
after the Endeavours ofa late Excellent 


Author : But IT ſhall only briefly diſco- 


| | ver, how and where they were difpers d 


after the Deſtruttion of their Great Ci- 
TY. " 

When their Sins were ripe for Ven- 
geance, God. ſent the Roman Armies, to 
inflict that Puniſhment which was ſo of- 
ten foretold. Some of them miracalouſly 


|eſcapd to Pella, others either fell by 
their Neighbours,or their Enemy's Sword; 


16000 were ſent to Rome at one Time 


| by Titus, ?0 augment the Glory and 


his Fat 


Pomp, 


er's Triumph, and he 


ſold no Tefs than 100000 Slaves. Not 


many Tears after, Adrian the Emperour 


Tuin'd the whole Conntry, and tranſplan- 
ted many znro Spain ; theſe diſpers'd in- 


to France and England, But were ba- 


PaiſÞd in a little Time from theſe Places. 
In ſome Ages after they crept into theſe. 


Countries again, but were baniſh d from 


| Spain 2 the Tear x 500, ud then dif- 
I pers into Africk, Italy, Germany, zhe F 
; 2 4 Low _ 7 
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Low Countries, Conſtantinople, aud the 


7 EY RY F 
i I BLAMED 
WEL > s * 


Dominion of the Turk, where they re- 
main in great Numbers at this Time, 


| and are very often employ'd in the Re- 


ceipt of Cuſtom, to the great Advantage 
of the Government. The Viſiers and Ba- 
ſhaws have ſach reſpet for them, that 


they generally ( as Sir Henry Blunt in- 
forms us ) admit thets into their Coun: 


ſel. William the Corquerour brought 
them out of Roan to inhabit bere, and 
William Rufus favour'd them ſo far, 


that he ſwore by Luke's Face, his com- 
mon Oath, if they could overcome the 


Chriſtians, he would be one of their Sed, 
They had a Synagogue at the North corner 
of the Old-Jury, which was_ſo call'd 
from the Jews living there. KingQenry 


: | Y 
_ the Third founded a Church and Houſe 


for converted Jews, (now call'd the Rolls) 


and in a little Time there was a great 


Number of Converts. They were oftexlſ 
perſecuted here in the Reigns of King 
John,Henry the Second, Henry the Third, 


_ audEdward the Firſt, in whoſe ReiguJohoſf 


Peckham Archbiſhop of Canterbury,com 
Janded the Biſhop of London to mY | 
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And they were likewiſe all baniſh d about 
this T ime out of England. The Inquiſi- 


tion ( that Rack of Men's Conſciences ) 


was firſt introduc'd into Spain, ( in the 


Reign of Ferdinand the Fifth, 1478. ) 


by the eſpecial Procurement of Don Pe- 
dro Gonfales de Mendoza, Cardinal and 
Archbiſhop of Sevil, occafion' d by the A- 
poſtacy of the newly converted Jews and 
| Moors, who began to return to their old 
| Superſtition. Now this in (ome'reſpett 
bad been praitis d before ; for in the 
fourth Council of Toledo, 4.D. 639. in 


the Chriſtian Religion, leſt the Name of 


Faith which they had embraced, might 


' temptible. This was ratified likewiſe by 
the eighth Council held at the ſame Place, 


of Aflitions, they remain-at this Day 


an 4 becauſe they continue peaceable, by 
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all the Jew's Synagogues in his Dioceſs. : 


the Reign of Syſenandus, the Apoſtati- 
zing Jews were compell'd to perſevere in 


Jeſus might be blaſphemed, and the. 


by that means become wile and coy» _ 


A. D. 671. when Receſuvindus Reign d 
over the Goths. After all theſe Hiads 


| ſeatter' dover the Face of the whole Earth, - 
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the Connivance of our Laws they are not 
eiſturb'd. And good reaſon, for if ( as 
moſt learned Men agree ) they will all 
be converted to the Chriſtian Religi- 
0n, u0 place can be more proper, to pro- 
 mote- this Converſion, than a Chriſtian 
| Country. But alas! there are three Im- 
' pediments to this, eſpecially in Foreign 
Parts. 1. The Scandals of the Papiſts. 
2. The want of Means to inſtruit them : 
And, 3. The Puniſhment or Loſs, which 
by their Converſion they incurr. As ma- 
ny Papiſts are converted to Fudaiſm, as 
Jews to Chriſtianity. Several of our 
 Countrymen, as Dottor Gouge, Dodtor 
Jefley, Sc. have by their Converſation © 
aud Charity, piouſly endeavour'd to be- 
gin this good Work. But that which 
muſt be moſt effeftual to the Profici- 
ency and Accompliſhment of it, is, by 
letting' them ſee our good Works, and 
then we may joyfully ſee them glorifi- 
ing, not only our Father which 1s in Flea- 
pen, but the Son and Holy Ghoſt too. 
Let us not maliciouſly imagine that they 
have a natural unſavory Smell, but let 
us be careful that our Sins do not ſtint 
. | # | 


' Wo 


oh: 


F 1% al all el wo Pe ok 7 VE " Tot HOES , 
4 . Fc 445. 8 > y- Ps * } - bd by. £ A 6 ” 4 : 
SANE af. "*- :. 0 AG NE 20 E EEG an te Mes. TON SE 50. 1 2.5 54 $7 OY FITS Ga: <7 *T ) Eo Patron s 
c Xt 8 Wo A YI " ; © 0 "4g Cs IT fo FD LPPRA OO IT oa ne 3 EE NAT hg 2s. WO "ou th 45> WS * + Rd a \t 
£ IT. b BN 2 WE TOR: p «C38 & > $72 0% $3 by ww b $6 ty 3 : s # TS ps, * oh bat 
4 _ EY Fx $i © "TS ' aſia PG : . k " p- 
ES - 
3 RX , 
: » o | x = . 
; LA " ; ; Pd "of _ 
| | | ij 


in their Noſtrils We ought not to miſe 
' pend our Time in railing againſt the 
Jews, | but we muſt mortifie our \ Sins, 
thoſe more inveterate Murderers of the 
Lord of Life and Glory : Our Sins daily 
ſpit upon him, and bind him, and load *0 
Lim" with a Burden mich" heavier than * 
that of the Croſs. Let us unanimouſly 
endeavour to advance the means of their 
begs as well as pray for it, | This 
Tam ſure was the devout Prattice of ” 
Chriſtians in the Primitrve Church; 
Clemens offer takes notice of the Prayers 
that were offer d up for the Jews in the 
Eaſter-Week, 42125. 5. c. 12. 14. Now 
this Time and this Country may afford us 
ſeaſonable Opportunities ; for I am not a 
little ſatisfied, that the Obſtinacy and 
= Stiffneſs tbey were once remarkable for, 
| are almoſt worn off. One odd Pancy they 
till entertain ( which Menaſſeh Ber-Iſia. 
el has ſtrongly aſſerted in his Spes [{raelis) 
that is, That the Ten Tribes which were 
' 8 Voft are now behind the Calpian Moun- 
' tains, from whence they expett their 
| Meſlias, who with Fire and Sword ſhall. 
| ſubdue the World, and reſtore their 
ens "2 Tem-_ 
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” Temporal Kingdom. The Tribes that 
m0w remain are of Judah aud Benjamin, 
moſt part"of the former being ſett['d in 
the Eaſt, the latter in Germany, Hol- 
land, Italy, and England. Me that de- 
| fires to ſee the Hiſtory of the Rites, Cu- 
|. floms and Manner of Life of the Moder 
E- Jews, may read Leo Modena, a Rab- 
bin of Venice, 7ranſlated by Mr. Chil- 

mead of Chriſt-Church 2» Oxon. 1650. 

T ſhall conclude with au Exhortation to 
| the Jews (befides my Prayers for them ) 
taken. out of the 95th Pſalm, Harden 
' not your Hearts, as in the Provocati- 
. on, and as in the Day of Temptation 
in the Wilderneſs, &c. 


iQ, PF A Hoa fro # Lo ds ft. © s 


—— 


The Catalogue of the Works of Menaſſch 
Ben-lſrael, which be preſented ro Mr.Pau} 
Felgenhawer, in the Tear 165s. 


Hebraice. © 
- Thbri 4 de immorrtalitate anime. 
Pene Rabba ſuper Rabot antiquorurs 
Rabbinorum. 


Latine & Hiſpanice. 
Pars prima Conclliatoris. | 
Libri tres de Reſurreftione Mortuorurm. 
Problemata de Creartione. 
De Termino Vitz. 
De fragilitate humana. 
 Spes Iſraelis. 
Grammatica Hebrza cum novis abſervatios 
-  nibus. 
Oratio gratulatoria ad Cel fimum Princi- 
pem Auriacum. 
Oratio panegyrica ad fereniſC. Reginam 
- QUeciz. 


Hiſpanicl, 
8 Conciliatoris omnes partes. 
'Pentateuchus cum Margin, notis. 
Libri'5 de ritibus & Ceremoniis Judzo-. 
FF rum. Duobus Tomis. 
| Biblia Hiſpanica cum Commentariis. | 


|. De ſtatua NebuChadonoſoris, 12%. 
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N Libellus Anglicus. _ | 
De fidelitate & utilitate Judaicz Gentis; 


. Sequuntur Libri parati ad Editio- 
nem. h 

De culcu. Imaginum ipfiuſmet Dei contra 
Pontificios. Latine. 

450 Conciones in Lingui Lnfitanica 

Loci communes omnium Midraſini, ſive; 
Sententie antiquorum Rabbinorum. He: 

braice. 
' Bibliotheca Rabbinorum cum argumentis 


lib. quibus adduntur diverſz impreſſio- | 


nes, ubi & quando editz, cum judicio 
meo de quolibet. 


- Phocilides ex Grzcoin verſum Hiſ panicumn | 


reddirus. 


Libri eddal ſub manibus verſantes, 
nondum Perſe ett, 
Hift. Judaica, vel continuatio Hiſt. F. Je: 
ſephi ad hzc uſq ; tempora. 
De divinitate legis Moſaicz. 
De ſcientia Talmudiſtarum in omnibus fa- 
cultatibus. Hebraice. 
Nomenclator Heb & Arab 
' De diſciplinis Rabbin. 
Philoſopha Rabbinica, 
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| i* another Place, Chap. 14. 5. Sering Bi 
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OF.THE 


Term of Life. 


BOOK I. 


OLOMON plainly declares, 
thatthere isacertain Term 
or Time of Man's life ap- 


pointed afore-hand, Ectleſ. 3. 1, 2. To every 


thing there is a Seaſon, and a Time to every 
Purpoſe under the Heaven, A Time to be born, 
and a Time to die, &c. Por as he aſligns a 
determined Time to all ſublunary things ; 


To likewiſe does he attribute the ſame to 


Life and Death. wi 
Thar Place of F-b is remarkable, Ch. 7. t. 
Is there not an appointed Time to Man upon 


Earth? Moſt of the Hebrew Doors upon 


this Place agree, that the Time is fixed how, 
long a Man ſhall live. Fobis more expreſs . 


days 
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= + days are determin'd; the number of bis monthiff 
 * are with thee ; thou baſt appointed his bound: 
: that he canuot paſs. Here the Doctors arg 
of the ſame Opinion. fs 
This is likewiſe confirmed another way, al 
Moſes faith, Exod. 23. 26. The number offi 
thy days I will fulfil. And David, Fl. 39. 4, 
Lord; make me to- know mine end,” and thi 
meaſure of my days, and in the next Verſe, 
Behold thou haſt made my days as an hand- 
breadth + Where R. Solomon comments, ASf 
a thing that is meaſur'd with the hand, fo 
are the days of Man-determin'd. Solomon 
 Eccl. 5.18. All the days of bis Life which 
\ God giveth him, Job 14. 14. All the days of 
my appointed time will I wait till my change 
come. From whence it is inferr'd, that our}: 
Lite conſiſts of a certain number of days 
- afore-appointed. And becauſe Life has ſuch} 
2 Term, to which, (as to a Goal ) Man: 
bends his Courſe, hereupon the ScriptureJ. 
makes uſe of this Phraſe, Gen. 47:29. Ani} 
tbe Tine drew nigh that Iſrael muſt die, Deut.; 
3I. 14. And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Bei 
hold, thy days approach that thou muſt die. 
1 Kings 2. 1. Now what do theſe expreſli-J. 
ons ſignifte, any other than a fixed and} 
mee Boundary to which a Man is dire- 
To encreaſe and diminiſh pre-ſuppoſes]- 
ſome certain Quantity and Number. "oY 
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4 the Scripture affirms, That the fear of the hs 
Lard prolokgeth days, but the ears of the wic- ® 
hed ſhall be ſhorttied, -Prov. 10, 27. from 
whence it follows,” that Life has a Term, , 
ahd that one Man's is contracted, and an- 
other'senlarg'd according to their Works. 
| Beſides all theſe Places, that have been 
produced, that in Samuel is very obſerva- 
b » Where David ſpeaks theſe words, 
I Sam. 26, to, As the Lord liveth, the Lord 
ſhall [mite him, or his day ſhall come to die, 
.or be ſhall deſcend into Battel and periſh; 
from whence it is very plain, that either 
\Providence, Nature, or Chance may be the 
Cauſe of a Man's death, as I ſhall ſhew by 
and by. And it is likewiſe evident, that 
every Man has a. certain day, in which 
fol this Life muſt be changed for a better. 
- Theſe things I thought fit to premiſe, that I 
nf might eſtabliſh che Truch of what I am a- - 
>|. bout to diſcourſe of. 


3 SECT. 2. Having clearly prov'd from 
+F the Sacred Writings, thar there is a certain, 
_ and definite Term of Man's Life ; I ſhall in 
i-J the next Place explain, how this Term is to 
dF. be underſtood. OT: Ss 
| *And firſt we muſt know, that wiſe Men 

_ do not agree about this thing, but differin 
5 |. their Judgments, according to thoſe Prin- 
w | .ciples of Science, which they have enter- 
'-; - Jo B 2 _ 8 
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cain'd The + Srcloger affirm, that thi 
Term and continuance of Life depends upp" 
on the Stars; and this was the Opinion i 
 eſculayius, Now, ſay they, if the whok 
Earth receives a vital Energy from the In 
fluence of the Stars, ( and for that Reaſalf 
ſome Part is fruitful, and ſome barren] 
and likewiſe if the Times and Seafens ar 
derermin'd by them, why may not alſd®* 
every. Man's life and death depend upon 
them tvo? Other Men ( that think a littk 
Cloſer ) are of Arifotle's mind, and aſlerii 
that the Sun and Man ingenaer Man. Ar ail 
they will have it, that not only the Sun, 
which; 5 the chief of all the Planets \but thai. 
all the reſt of the Stars do concurr to bf 
| Noble, fo excellent on Effet, as the For: 
mation of Man, Hence they divide the" 
Operations, and various Offices among theſſi* 
Planets In the firſt Month of Concepti* 
on, they ſay Saturn dries up the firſt Xaſs;Þ 
in che ſecond, Fupiter kindly prepares and ( 
augTents it; in the third, Mars ſeparate 
and quickens i ic, and fo every Month chef=* 
Planets execute their reſpective Offices, a” 
may be obſervd in Plato, 'apud Marſil. m9 
_ Atlan, 1. 3. . and Thomas Aquinas, contra” 
Gent. q. 84.,.From thence it comes toPals,; 
Thar that Conjun#ion or Disjuntion © che}? 
| Scars. which ,predominates at the Concep* 
tion of the Fzrus, produces the Sree of] P 
ea ature} 


future Aﬀedions, Life and Death, Good 
and Evil; and they quite diſcard every 
thing elſe from the diſpoſing of Men's de- 
Wo This was the Opinion of the Stojcks, 
Swho obſtinately maintain'd, that the im- 
mutable Fare of Men chiefly rely'd upon 
the Influence and Vertue of the Stars. 
Mr here are others whoattribute all that we 
; % taken notice of, to the Poſition and 
WEfficacy of the Stars, which happens at the 


th R irth, not at the Conception, of the Child; 


M |y)i[s this is frivolous, becauſe, all of them 
aſcribe proſperous and unfortunate Events 
Mito the Celeſtial Signs. 

M The Hebrew Doctors confe(s, Chat infe- 
rior Bodies a@ by the Vertue of heavenly 
 Hones; and Maimonides affirms in his Epi- 
Miftles, That there is no one among the 
Learned Fews, or the Philoſophers thar 


: doubts of it. Therefore, though they may 


-.dilſent about the Creation of the World, 
| while ſome ſay it is Co-eternal with God, 
Fothers that it was created outof pre-exiſtenc 
«YMatter, and others cut of Nothing ) yet 
" bh all agree in this, That the Generation 
of E ary things is effected by rhe 
JStars; but what that. Vertue of bs Stars 
J 1 or how it influences the Bodies, or 
Minds of Men, is ſtill dubious and uncer- 
tain. The fore-mention'd Rabb; in his E- 
f qriſtles ſtify denies it; theſe are his Words: 
{ | B ne " Soma 


FL 4 "Met ena aſl h Be ac, 
ee P” - olds of the Philoſophers, ( who admit 
p © notof Providence ) attribute all humang 


.* Frents to Chance, ſome of them to the a 
> * Efficacy of the Stars. On the other ſide] , 
E- &* {ome referr all to a fatal Neceſſity of the ; 
wg heaven'y Conſtellations, and will haveſſſ, 
* ir, that the Riches and Poverty, thelſl , 
=. Proſperi ty and Adverſity of all Mep de-ſſl. 
** pends upon the Poſition and Vertue offl 
* the Stars; which are incident at the 


© time of their Nativity ; and this Law 
they averr to be inviolable. Both theſe 
© Opinions are very falſe ; becauſe, that 
which imputes all to Chance, denies the 
© Providence that is ſo much celebrated | in 
**Holy Writ ; thar which allows fo great 

; AR to the Stars, .and follows judicial |. 
* Afttology, is fooliſh. * In the firſt place 
** (ſays he) I have lookd over all the 4H 
ravick Books that treat of this Science, | 
and at laſt diſcover'd it all to be mere 
Vanity and Madneſs. The truly wiſe 
Gr ecians negleGted this Study, andnone. 
of them have written any thing about i, 
© The Perſians alſo efteem'd" it idle. The 
* Chaldezans, e/Fpyptians, and Canaenites. : 
only were addicted to this Vanity, be-F 
cauſe their Religion conſiſted in ic for Þ 
ſome time. Afterwards offering at clearer. 
Reaſerg he ſays, © That our Law, andallÞ 
ny the Philoſophers acknowledge "is and 6 

:” and J- 
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and that Man is Poo with an Kb. 
Jute Power of purſuing Good, and ab- 
ſtaining from Evil; as on the other ſide, 
of obeying his ſenſual Appetite, and gif 
regarding the DiCtates of Reaſon, Now 
if the influerice of the Stars is ſo great 
over Men, where is that Liberty? If ic 
is impoſlible for Men te avoid the vertue 
and impreſſion of the Stars, why are 
there Precepts ? What does it ſignifie to 
endeavour to extirpate vicious Habits, 
and to become vertuous, when Heaven 

\* had detzrmin'd when we were born, 
*-what we ſhould be as long as weliv'd : 
_* If Men's liberty depend ſo much upon 


q * the Stars, all their Care, and Solicitude 


* is tO No purpoſe. Therefore ſays Mai- 
* 2onides, We ought to attribute al] this to 
.** Providence; for Sin is the Cauſe of a 
| © Man' s poverty, and his Repentance may 
* make him rich. Proſperity and Adver- 
" fity are to be imputed to every Man's 
* works becauſe we ſee God promiſes Life, 
* and Temporal Bleſſings'to thoſe that ob. 
4 | forve his Commandments. Burt if i 
' ſometimes falls out otherwiſe, that a juſt 
8 Man meets with Afittions, we muſt 
I © fubmir to God : Becauſe he only knows 


J © the Secrets of our Hearts, and the Rea- 
I © fons why he pugithes and rewards, . We 


F may now ny diſcover, how repug- 
i | | B 4 m_ 2 
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nant the Judgment of Maimonides was to | 
that of the Aſtrologers, and what his Sen- | 
timents were concerning judicial Aſtro- 
logy Yy FR: ; | G 
Dy to 


_ SECT, 3. A preat many very Learned 
Dottors are of a different Opinion, and 
unanimouſly aſfjert, That ſome Vertue is 
derivd upon New-born Infants from the 
poſition. of the Stars, and that Life and 
Death, Wealth and Poyerty are ordain'd 

, after the ſame manner. This 1s the Fate of 
the Zewr, which iscalld by them, the Or- 

- dination of the Stars ; and is uſually prov'd 
by theſe following Reaſons. 

1. It is manifeſt by Experience, that the 
Prophecies of Aſtrologers commonly cor- 
reſpond with the Events, and that they 
have often foretold a ſhort Life, or along 
one, a happy or a miſerable one. There- 
foretheſe thingzare ordain'd by the Stars. 

2. Every one is ſenſible, that the Gene: 
ration and Corruption of all Sublunary 
things depend upon the Motion of the 

Heavens. For we may diſcern, as the 
Air is more tempeſtuous or calm, ſo it in- 
 Tinvares it ſelf into Men's Bodies, and as 
* 1s attracted for reſpiration, ſo it attets Y 

| their minds. Therefore without diſpute 

' - the Heavens haye ſome Power over bu; a 
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3- The third Reaſon is drawn from Au- 


| thority. For the Seripture ſpeaks thus of 
the Sun, and the-Moon, Gen. 1. 18. And 


God made two great lights, the greater light 
to rule the day, and the leſſer light to rule the 
night ; he made the ſtars alſo, Here R. Ms- 
ſes Gerundenſis asks, What is meant by that 
Dominion ? It is that Dominion, ſays he, 
which the Stars have over the Bodies of 
Men ; upon which they impreſs ſeveral 
Vertues, according to their favourable or 


malevolent Aſpect. It is ſaid in the. Book , 


of Judges, Chap. 5. 20. They fought from 


heaven, the ſtars in their Courſes fought a-. 


gainſ# Siſera, Likewiſe in Iſaiah, 47. 13. 
Thoy art wearied in the multitude of thy. 
Counſels : Let now the Aſtrotogers, the Star- 


| gazers, the monthly Prognoſticators ſtand up, 


and ſave thee from theſe things that (hall 
come upon thee. Allo Fob ſays, Chap. 3. 3. 
Let the day periſh wherein I was born, and 


i the night in which it was ſaid, There a 
| Man child conceived ; where he refers all 


his Evils, to the time of his Conception, 
or his Nativity. From all theſe things the 


'Vertues of the Stars are colleted. The 
$ Talmudiſts alſo, in Tra&. od, Katam. cap, 
'Þ 4. ſeem to entertain this Opinion: - For 
| they ſay that Children, Life and Food de-- _ 
 I'pend upon the Stars. And in another. 
| place, they affirm rhe ſame thing : For _ 
l - F\ | os f Sk there $2 4 
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XV Y © Menaſſch Ben-Iracl,” 


every Man'is born; and they take notice 
of Saturn, Fupiter, Mars, 8c. In the ſame 
place it-is diſputed, whether or no the 
 - Reaſon of theſe things is te be found out 
at the Birth or Conception ; here their 
Sentiments are plainly diſcovered to us. 
Notwithſtanding all this, we mult take 
notice, that alcrhough this Opinion may 
be introduced among the Fews, yet they 
unanimouſly conſent that the Stars do on- 
ly incline, but not neceſſitate the Will and 
_ Choice of good Men. Bradraſs (in behinat 
age an- eminent Orator among them, 


As to ſuch things which are our of the 
Power of Man, zz. / Life, Honour, and 


Riches, all agree, That they who obey the. 


Commandments of | God are out of the reach 
the Planzts, And R, Moſes Gerund, ſays, 


deny, | 


there Vices and Vertues, are ciribbcal 3 to 4 
the Efficacy of the Planets, under which 


* has theſe words; © When, ſays he,” You 
® Jook- towards Heaven, and conſider the 
«Stars above, never imagine or believe; 
* that they have any Power over the. 
& Will, as the ancient Aftrologers fanſied, | 
*© for they have no Authority at all over 
<' thoſe things that depend upon Free-will. 


'bat God is above all, and cafi Ac, See, 
Diſpoſe of, and Govern all things accord- | 
ing to every ones Deſert. - For this Rea-J 


B fon, the 7 almidjek Dottors in one place, | 


theſe things, may conſult the 18th. Book, 

chap.2. of Foſephw's Antiquities of the'Fews. 

| | For where he treats of the Set of the. 
Phariſees (whoſe Opinion I confeſs I am -- + 

18 of) he ſyubjoyns theſe words, © They © 

| | © aſcribe all things that are ated to Fare, 

* | © but however they grant the Aſent of 

8 ** Man's 1, alledging that God uſes this 

vi © moderaticn, that when all things are. 

| © made by his Counſel, yet Man bath the. 

i © Liberty of embracing Vertue or Vice. 

I: In another place, B. 16. c. «lt, (Diſcours 

Cy ſing of the unhappy Death of Alexander 

Y and Ariſtobulz, the Sons- of cruel Herod,) 

*y he fays, © It is reaſonable to doubt whe- _. 
FJ © ther that Crime is to be charg'd upon J 

1 *the young Gentlemen, by which: they 2 

© © had long incurrd their Father's Di 

1 © pleafire and Hatred, or upon the old 

2"J © King's Cruelty, and immoderate Deſireof 


- 
— 


— 
= 
- 


©] © Glory and Sorereignty ; or upon Forrame, . - ? 
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- «who 'Power the Reaſons of. the wiſel 


b F Men cannot oppoſe. Hence we are 
© rerſwaded, that ſhe has ſettled before- 
© hand all humane Actions which muſt 
ec necellarily come to paſs; and this is the 
© Þpwer which we call Fate , becauſe 
\ * there is nothing bur what it can accom- 
* pliſh. So much for Jo/op2zs, Here we 
may take notice, that by Fate he means the 
Vertue, or Influence of the Planets, and 
| he obſerves notwithſtanding thele, 'Man 
| has the Liberty to be wertuons or profligate; 
and a little aſter, thar no humane Reaſons 
can reſiſt #'s Power : Burt Divine and 'Sn- 


pernatura] ones can, ſuch as fervent Pray- 


ers, Alms Deeds, ſincere Repencance, and 
the like. He that has a mind to. ſee a 
more: accurate Diſcourſe upon this Sub. 


ject, may be farisfied by the famous and 1 


incomparable Gerard Fo, Voſſizs, in the Se- 
"cond Book of his moſt Learned Treatiſe 
| of Idolatry. 


Now I have ſhew'd the Opinions of our 


Learned Dottors, and of the Aftrologers, 
concerning the influence of the Planets ; 
I proceed to my Diſpute about the Term 
of Life, which according to ſome of the 
*Fews, is that which is determin'd_ by the 


| influence of the Stars. Thus R. Bahye very 


often ſays, That # Man's Life # decreed by a 


Planet, in reference tothat of 1 Sam. 26. 10. 
Or 
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as”; th * Ter erm ny, Life. 


F-Or hu day ſhall come: But Wl £2 e 


ancient Doors in Tanchuma, are of this "Y 


Opinion, who by thoſe words in Gen. r. 14. 
and for days and years, allegorically under- 


ftand the days, and years of a Man's Life, _ 


which the Sun and Moon 'mutually go- . 
vern, Thus much for the Ns of 
the Aſtrologers. | 


_ SECT. .. The Phyſicians are of ano- 
ther mind, for they (following Galen and 
Awvicenna , the chief of that Profeſiicn) 


maintain, "that Life and the Preſervation _ 


. of a Man's Body, conſift in rhe Harmo- 
* ny and Proportion of the Qualities which 
reſult from the . four Elements , out of 
which it is compounded, but eſpecially i In 
"a due Proportion of heat and moiſture. So 
_ that a Man lives as long as the natural 
© hear continues ; far being of a Fugitive Na- 
'ture; it conſumes the Radical moiſture , 
and when thar is dry'd up and the other 
extinct we die ;z fo Avicenna ſays, Ut is im- 
poſſible that we ſhould die, unleſs the Radi- 
cal moiſture is abſorpt, and the natural. heat 
 eonſuw'd. According to this Opinion eve- 
+ ry ones Life depends upon: a good Tem- 
I perament, and from thence Phyſicians can 


'F forete!ll the Diſpofitions and Manners of 


1 Children that are to beborn,nor by gazing 
_ Upon the Heavens.,as theAſtrologers do,bur 


Wh 


- 


& C o FR 5 
Ly 9 SOT IR, > ha ga \ : 

VA ee 45 4 ; 

oy SE Le VF & TL OL BD 4 

J , NT IE PE oh 

"7 yt 

$/ Ny 
y 


> 
Ps 
IS. 


+$ 
7 
* 


. & $6.28 
Wit $3 SIRE OO» "Y Rp. M7 
Ls & attitcy Le. Os OV BAN Tr Oe OF "87G 
page , 7 : WL Rs OS. JOIVEYF.- 7 ns end MES OETSOSIRC at, 4414 nt $0 NOS 4 , 2. + 
*., EE {2877 " ar bu f "bo = het. Bo 2 OI OT PO > OI SI TR * "Fu '] Sp PEG STING > Wah OE I RED $8.4 - 
SES # 3.26 A : of 14k 44 A , q 1 7 * WE of 100 Y TR Wy bee WE, $i EE. Ro RS KP 
CUBIC OE © OE : WA" 08 A Jo WY OI, BO EI RSS IR CE CITI IE FW . bodies 
TOES MN "oy a, bs. P,5"e $6 | I; $1” oY 4; 4, bly oo $+-+ : kin + Li fe A + Ms of BE bet al Ds b- SIN? » p* ” $ on 4 YE WY" > ©: Ved! "7 IF" 
Nr ky WOE | EE IEEE 5 EP! | Cn  ANEe OL} RE Do OT 190); 0 IT I A OE? 
FOR 4 ”Þ Pd « hl " E . og 8 ban p <A p” P, Sd 4 [20G ” a2 . S'2 "PLE a £ fa us 
WR ny, Wee : . , J 6 265.» - SR gs « ON , $7 Wn fs uf 44 us 0 
RICE FS.% Lots ; : , ” 3 : . "x5 4 wo {Od a . By ; 
%3 ; CORE, - 
\ . X * 4 s bo. 
> . was . }- : L- Y 
\ ” * HE 
I * uf *%, . F hs \* 
Fa . "= 
g 0x : Y < ; IF 
WON: | ' a> A «A 
Ns - - &* 
: p ; 
_ B . E % £ » * k 4 
ny \ 0 : 
0 RD a 3 ah 
Ps ls S »; 
0 "IP oh $36 .* 
= +8 A . bY, + 
A; 6-424 « 3 % 
'Y I 6h v8 
[.£ - £ D * ” "7 
4 ir 


large and prominent Heads :, And 4: 
Fotle thinks, that the Lameneſs of an Arm, 
or Leg may be deriv'd upon the Child. 
There is no neceſſity to aſſert with Theo- 
phraſtus, That the very Subſtance, and e-" 
very thing that belongs to the Child pro- 
ceeds from the Body of the Father, As 
the Head, and Hands of the Child, from. 
the Head and Hand: of the Father ; bur it is 
enough to know, that Children are like 
their Parents in their Countenance, Ati- 

- ons; Manners, and, whatiis ſtrange,.in their Þ ; 
Infirmities. | | 
There are-others that aſcribe the good! 

__- and þad Conſtitution, to the Vertue of thefſ| | 

Planets, Which Infants receive by means] « 
of the Air at the time of their Birth ; and] : 

in \my Judgment it ſeems probable, be-J ; 
U 
I 


cauſe the Sun moves the Elements, from} 
whence thoſe folly Qualities flow, in whicll 
Life and the Preſeryation of the Body conf 


vs In the beginning of the world M 


tain time appointed for every Man, which 
laſts in Proportion to the quantity of na- 
tural beat and moiſture ; and a little- after 
he adds, That this is the Term which Da- 
vid ſpeaks of, 1 Sam, 26. 10. His day ſhall 
come. R. Foel ben Sueb. upon thoſe words 


= of David, Pſal. 39. 4. Lord, make me 10 


know my end, &c. comments thus, My 


* end, according 10 8) Conſt tuition, R. Iſaac 
Y Abravanel,upon the 38th, Chapter of 7/aiahb 


fays, That a Man's Life is determin'd by his 


Conſtitution ,, and the quantity of Radicat 


'moiſture. Thus we ſee, that the Hebrew 


'DoRors; and other Authors underſtand 


by the Term of Life, a certain Period, which 
-n one is ſhorter, and in another longer, 


'F according to their different Conſticutions, 


_ SECT. 5. A great many LearnedFews 


generally confider this Term in reſpect of 
'the Times. R. Salomon Farchi, upon Ecel. 
3.1, ſays, The time to be born is nine Montbs, 
and the hour of Death is ducertain. For the 


-underftanding of this, we mult cake notice, 


That our Life is limited to ſeveral Times. 


- 


pleaſes the [Zewifh Dottors very much. + _ 

The Learned fren-Exre/0eclores his "Au 
probation of ir, and expreſles himſelf afrer 77 
this manner : We know that there is a cer= © 
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; ® affirm. Afterwards God reduc'd this Life | 


_ -remember there are other expoſitions of this : 
Place, but (as two great Doctors obſerve} 


' ſhorten'd Man's Life for his Sins, judging } 


his Conſcience, by the Conſideration of 


of-120 years, though ſcarce any (by ret 


- becauſe the, Hebrew numbers WA. 345 a 
make vp Moſes, Laſtly, God ſhorren'd chef 1 


ri 


406, 800, or 900 years, conf ſting 
* Months, as Joſephus, Lib. rt. Antiq. 
Div, Inſtit. 2 


"Menaſſch Rer-Heacts 
? F 12. 
Lattan. 
2. and Auguſtine, de civ. Des l.15. 


to 120 years, Gen. chap. 6. 3 And the 
Lord ſaid, my Spirit ſhall not alway ſtrive 


with Man, for that he alſo is Fleſh : Tet bis. 
days ſball be an hundred and twenty years. 1 


they. are foreign from the Text. God 
it neceſſary to do fo, that he might awaken 


his ſhort Life, and that he might not have. 
ſo many occaſions to Sin. As for Sew? 
living 500 years after the Deluge, Ar- 
phaxad, Salem and Heber above qoo, and. 
Abraham about 200, R. Iſaac Abravant D 
makes this Anſwer : Iris not uſual to leap þ 
from one Extream to another without F 
obſerving a Medium; ſo we muſt ſuppok 
that God would diminiſh Man's Life by 
degrees, and bring it within the Compaſ 


ſon of their Careleſsneſs in eating) except. 
Moſes arriv'd to that Age : For which Rex 
ſon the Falmudifs ſay, That Moſes is meant. 
by the words, Far that be alſo is Pleſh | 


F FR Li | # 


" of the Tem of Life. . 


1 Life of Men ip David's time, upon oy 4 
Faccount the wiſe Men in Genarh Yebamoth 
Yay, that in his time che Years were ſhor- 

Wer. For thus it is written, Pſa/. go. :o. 

The days of our Years are Threeſcore Years and 
$7, &c. Tho the Inſcription of this Pfalm 
- Baſcribes it to Moſes, yer they will have him 
| Fto be another Prophet, nor the Law-giver, 

- Hor that David indicted it in Moſess Name. | 
E But for all this, Moſes may be the Author, 

Yor as much as he, by his propherick Spi- 
Erit, foretold how ſhort Mans life ſhould 
be. 


Nevertheleſs, Experience demonſtrates, 
fthat Man's life is more contracted, and 
I thoſe Perſons who attribute this Alteration 
Eto the Subſtance of our Food, the Poſition 
of the Heavens, &xc. are miftaken ;. be- 
cauſe, as I told you before, it was by a 
Divine Diſpenſation; and this Reaſon Chry- 
ſotome Hom, 2. in Gen. Philo de Gigant. &- 
Laftant. |. 2. Cc. F. allow of, What Pliny 
relates of Agarthonius, Epimenides, Pifhorens 
and others, is not repugnant to our Afſer- 
tion, becauſe he tells us, the Year of the 
Arcadians was but three Months. .No 
doubt but ſoms People, computing after 
FT this manner, have told us ſuch ſtrange 
Stories of old Men. Valer. T aren.B. 6. makes 
I mention of an old Man, wflo at an hun- 
" 'dred Years of Age, chang'd his Teeth,Skin, 
( | ire and Nt, and after c hat look'd very 

; C _ young, 
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299, young, and ir's « as wg again. A French 
 -mannam'd Fobn Eſt ampis, alas foannes 
-”. TerpariMns, | iS reported by Paulm eAim. dt 
rebus Franc, |. 5. 0 have liv*d 300 Years, 
" *# Cardan relates the ſame of a Turk, and 
” likewiſe of an Indian that liv'd 140 Years, 
Though Nature has now and then her pe 
Monſters and Exceſſes, yet we muſt not || þ 
eaſily give credit to theſe things, when they || j; 
are chiefly founded upon humane Autho. | © 
rity, I do noe believe that the Seres liv d | T 
200 Years, as Srrabe reports, or that the || ar 
e Ethiopians live as long again as we do, as | (| 
Solinus Wagines. There is no douht 
but ſome Countries are more healthful than 
others ; yet for all this difference of Cli. 
mates, Which make our Life longer or 
ſhorter, few People now-a-days exceed | + 
the Age of 120 Years Beroſ#s extends it || {| 
to [1o, Solon. to By, and David toyo. and Jo 
this is agreeable to what Trebellius fays, ||; 
That the Mathemarticians - avert, that an ||, 
. Age cannot be extended beyond 120 Years, | 
From all which we may conclude, that the | f 
Term of Life is'to be underſtood according ff 1 
ro the Ages, in which there are more or. fy 
fewer Years, i 


SECT. 6. Theſe are the general Senti- 

- ments of the tbrews concerning the Term: | | 
of Life, -and: theſe three Opinions in my 
Jadgmene may be cafil y FT. y 

there 
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Fl there is no queſtion but the heavenly 1- 


0 
le 


fluences which are deriv'd upon Infants 


contribute much to their Conſtitutions, 
which vary in ſeveral Ages, Upon this 


Account the Learned Aben Ezra aſcribes 
the length of Life ſometimes to the Tem- 
per, ſometimes to the Planets, becauſe 
both Cauſes hold good. And R. Mebir: in 


lib. Adehir. Tebilot, ſays, There are two 
Cauſes of Mans life, ( one in reſpect of 


Time, (which proceeds from the Spheres ) 
and the other is natural Heat ) which 


changes in ſeveral Apes. 


After all, the Fews do not believe thar 
this Term is preciſely and unalterably de- 
termin'd before-hand by Djvine Provi- 
dence, for theſe following Reaſons. 

+ 1. Becauſe God promiſes long Life upon 


{ the Obſervation of ſome of his Command- 


ments, as Exod. 20. 12. Honour thy Father 
and thy Mother, that thy days may be long 
upon the Land, Deut. 4. 40. and 32. 47. 
Now if our days were: decreed by God 


from all Eternity, this Promiſe would be 


yain, and no Body could exceed rhem, 


8 much leſs can God deceive us. Therefore 


It is in the Power of Man to make his Life 


| long or ſhort, asI ſhall ſhew hereafter. . 


- 2, We find ſeveral Perſons earneſtly de- 
ſiring God to ſpare their Lives. So Heze- 


tiah, 2 Kings 20. 2, 3. Then be turn'd his 
Face to the Wall, and prayed unto the Lord. 
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EF "gaſh Ber-Iſracl, J 
— of I beſeech thee, O Lord, remember now 
bow I have walked be fore thee in Truth, and. 
with a perfett Heart. And David, P. 61, 
Cain, being afraid of Death, ſays, Gen.14. I4. 
Every one that findeth me ſhall ſlay me. There 
- afe others that have deſut'd to die, as Eli 
Hat as, 1 Kings 19. 4 It is enough now, O Lord, | 
FF * rake away my Life for I am not better rhay 
Fi. wy Fathers. And Fonah, Chap. 4-8. Hl | 
& fainted and wiſh'd in himſelf to die, and (ail 
it is better for me to die than t0 live Naw | 
if the Term of Life was abſolutely prede-Þl * 
{tinared, the Prayers of Hezekiah, Cainand 
David were vain, and thofe of 'Eliac and. 
Forap ſuperfluous. Hence the Talmudifts | 
in Guemarsa Berachot, ſay, That if any onef ; 
comes into a City, and finds it in an up 
roar, he may lift up his Voice, and prahÞſl * 
to God that he would avert chat Evil from! 
his Family : Or, if any one ſhould deſi Ire, 
or his Wife is with Child, that it: 
may be a Male, certainly ſuch Pecitions 
are frivolous, becauſe when a thing is 
done 'it cannot be alter'd. This we may 
apply to our preſent purpoſe ; for if all 
things were decreed from Eternity, it 8 
abſurd to be ſollicitous or careful about a 
'By thing. | | 
. .3. The truth of this Argument | is migh- 
. rily  confirm'd by the words which God 
ſpake to Solomon, 1 Kings 3.11, 12, 13, 14 
Froca whence it is evident, that Solomon 
| mak 
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ET might ask for Life as.a contingent thing, _ 
f and when God conferr'd on him Wiſdom; - © *: 
'E Riches and Honour, he promis'd him Life - 2? 
£ roo, not abſolutely bur conditionally 1f 
TY hou wilt walk in my ways, QC. "OS 
| 4 Ifthe Term of Life is unalterably ſer- 
led, no Man can prevent Death: Andyes 
we find God exhorting Man to beware of 
' Dangers, and the Occaſions of Misfot- 
- tunes, Deut, 20. 5, 6, 7. and in another 
place, 'Chap. 22. 8. When thin buildeſt a 
new Houſe, then thou ſhalt make a Batilement 
for thy Roof, that thou bring not. Blood upon 
= thine Houſe, if any Man fall from thence : 
'E Therefore it follows that the Term of Life 
k \is not fixed by. an abſolute Predeſtina- 
= f10n. . : 
WY 5: David himſelf fays, t Sam.29.10. 4i 
ny the Lord liveth, the Lord ſhall ſmite him, or 
Vl his day ſhall come to die, or he ſhall deſcend 
y ito Batiel and periſh. If by thoſe words, 1 
bY or his day ſhall. come to die, he underſtood _ 
FI the Day that was decreed by God, it was 


JF ſuperfluous ro mention the three kinds of 
I'F Death: For which'ſoever had happen'd, it 
by would have been appointed before-hang. 
1 ws if ſo, it is plain thoſe words were falſe; 
I. for Szul might have been ſmitten by the 

'S Lord, as well as ſlain in the Battel, 4 
af _ 6. There is not one place in the Old _ 3 
Teſtanient, which affirms this Predeſtinati-. 7 
on ; but we may only collect from the fore-, 2 
G3. cited =” 


. "8 


cited bs, 
| — which as 1 


3 "Month Ben-Ifracl, 


, that there is a Term of Life, 


have explaind it depends upon 
Times, the Heavens, and the Conſtitution, 
Fob ſays, Chap. 14. 5. Thou haſt appoin- 
red bis bounds that be cannot paſs ; by which 


' he means, that a!l Men muſt die. And Da- 


wid, Pf. $9. 49. What man is be that Iiveth, 
and ſhall not ſee death? And in another Place 
1 Chron. 29. 15. Our days on Earth are as 
a ſhadow, and there is none abiding, As for 


Fob's ſaying, Chap. 14. 5. The Number of 
his Months are with thee ; he means nothing 


elſe but God's Pre-ſcience, becauſe God 
knew and fore-law all things from Eter- 
nity; 
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| hether the Term of Life 


| 3s alterable or analterable ? 
"0 SECT, n: * AVING in theformer 
Book prov'd,that there 


isaTerimtoevery Man's 
Life; I ſhall in the nexc place enquire, 
whether this Term is ſo fix'd, that it is im- 
poſſible to exceed or prevent it, or on the 
J contrary, whether it is mutable? 
All the Fews unanimouſly conſent, that 
this Zerm is alterable, though it depend 
upon the Planets, the Conſticution, or the 
Variety of Times. Hereupon, R.Babye fays, 
thar there is a more Eminent Power,above 
that of the Stars, which orders things by - 
Reward and Puniſhment. The ſame is * 
confirm'd by Aben Ezra, uport Exod. Ch.2 3. 
Where ( aſſigning the dependance of Life 
| upon the Temper of the Body) he fays, 
' that the Natural Heat and Moiſture of. 
every one that ſerves God ) is augment- 
| ed, and then a Man exceeds. the Term of 
Life. Therefore according to this Opini- 
07, the Term of Life is alterables«  _ -— 
7s C4 This 


Fug 


”'is immutable, and it cannot be prolong'd. 


Care to preſerve their Health, and when 
1t is impair'd, to recover it. This makes 


44t exceeding fimp!e to be careful about the 


24 Men th Ben-Ifrach | 
This i is the Reaſon that Men take ſuch! | 


them ſo often change the Air. This makes + 
them drink thoſe medicinal Potions, that 
are fo nauſeous. In a word, this firſt make 
Men ſtudy, and then Practiſe Phyſick, 


And indeed, as it is very ridiculous to a: 


ſpire to that Preferment,which by noPaing 
or Induſtry can be procur'd ; fo I think 


Preſervation of our Life, when the Term 


Nay, it would be to no purpoſe, for the 
Earth to bring forth - Plants, and Herbs 
(by the Bounty of God) '!for no other De-/ 
ſign than the uſe of Phy lick. 

Bur that we may eſtabliſh this Opinion 
better, let us conſult the 3d. Chap. of Eccd, 
and the 1ſt Perſe. In which place Sole 


mon affirms, That the Term of Life is alie- 


rable. Theie is a time to be birn, and af 
time to die, Here we ſee, that our Birth 
and Death ate parallell'd, foraſmuchy as 
they have both a certain crime. Now if 
by the hour of Death, that Term of Life 
is underſtood, which is unaiterably decreed. 


' by God; then the ſame may be faid of 


_-the hour of ovr Nativity. "But if this is | 


to acknowledge, that God decreed -the 


granted, the very Name of Nature is de- 
ftroy'd ; for by this means we are obligd 
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* Birth of Mhrob. his long Life, bis Mar- 
"Triage which Sarah, her Conception and 
$K Delivery of a Son, which is abſurd ; when 
$K common Experience makes it appear , 
rf thac theſe things depend upon Free-will. 
oF 1 any one enquires, how wz muſt under- 
N ſtand, that there is ſome time of Life ap- 
. pointed ? Rabbi So/omon anſwers, I he time 
$8 of our Formation 1s complecated in nine 
k Months, but that of Deach alters, accord- 
el ing to the Diverſity of the Age. And as [ 
n} faid before, this is commonly rhe ſpace of 
1. 70 years. "This being premifed, I cons, 
& (| clude that the ſpace of 70 years, or rather 
the Term of Life is uncertain and mutable, 
when the ſpace of nine Months, or the 
time of Pregnancy, is ſo too. The time of 
our Birth is doubtleſs uncertain , for 
though the Talmadick Doctors do averr, 
That the Fzrtwss of dumb Animals are 
eB form'd wirhin a limitted time, yet. they do 
Not own: the ſame of young Children. 
They make the time of Parturition three- 
fold, one at the ninth Month, which is 
"common apd -uſual, and this they will 
jel have meant by the word 'Cenception ,- 
which in the Hebrew contains the num- 
of} ber, 271, for there are ſo mariy days in 
is nine Months. The ſecond time that a 
e-| Woman is with Child, is ſeven Months ; 
| hence in the Feru/alem Targum upon theſe 
| words, Gen. 3,16. 1.4! greatly ow - 
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thy Sorrow , and thy Conception, &c. the 
Commentators ſay, That the word in ml. 
tiplying, according to- the numerical Ler- | 
ters of the Hebrew, makes up 212 days; 
which are equivalent - to ſeven Months ; 
agreeably. ro this , the Philoſophers 
| Empedocles, Plotinus, and Macrobius, ſay, | 
Thar a Child can't live, that is born be- 
fore the ſeventh Month. Some of the 
Rabbins are of an Opinion, that every one 
of the ſeven Planets performs an Office 
m the Production of Children, 
+ The third time of Parturition is extend- | 
' ed ro the 12th. Month: Agellius B.z.chap.16. 
ts, that a Woman was brought to Bed I 
at Rome, the 11th. Month after her Hus- | 
band's Deceaſe. The Emperor Adrian,(by the 
Conſent of Phyſicians and Philoſophers) 
maintains that this thing is poſlible. Ber: 
»ard mentions a Women (which is ſcarce 
credible) that was 16 Months with Child: | 
Thus we ſee, that it is ordinary for Wo- 
men to be with Child nine Months, yet 
extrabrdinarily” they may be Deliver'd 
before, or after that time ; ſo the ordina- 
ry ZTermof Man's Life is 5o years, yet ve- 
ry few live ſo long. Therefore the Term of | 
our Life is not fo preciſely Fix'd, but it | 
may be chang'd. I 


— 


A Q_m-mtSToO mv 5<=©=— -— mn, = 


| 


fl 


5 SECT. 2. Man's Life may be ſhortne'd 
|» ſeveral ways, wiz. by Divine Provi- 
& | ES dence, | 
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f dence, Chance, or Nature. Theſe three Cauſes 
I put inſtead of the three faral Siſters, ro 
S whom the Heathens aſcribd the Bounda- 
Fries of Life. Thus a Man's Life is ſhortn'd 
by Providence, for Example , when 
a Man is cut off from the People, which 
Puniſhment the Scripture makes mention 
of; and by which the Cabbaiifts, Aram- 
ban, and Iſaac Abravanel afhrm, a Man's 
Life is taken away in the midft of his 
days, and the Soul after its Separation 
4 the Body, is depriv'd of the ſight of 
God. 4 
| Hence it is manifeſt, that our-Life may - 
be ſhortn'd by Sin, and prolong'd by Ver- 
| tue. Bur I ſhall Illuſtrare this Argument 
 Þ by ſome Examples. The Rabbims fay, That 
Þ Abraham liv'd 175 years, which are five 
BE kf than his Son 1/azc, becauſe he ſhould 
Þ not ſee the Impiety of his Kinſman Ear. 
F Rachel alfo did not live out her days. For 
that which proceeds out of a righteous Man y 
mouth, is the ſame as if it came out of an 
Angels. ' Facob, not knowing that ſhe had 
ſtolen her Fathers Idols, curs'd her, ſaying, 
| With whom foever thou findeſt thy Gods, let 
Þ] &im not live, Gen. 31. 32. So they ſay, 
| though Joſeph liv'd 110 years, yet he died 
I before all his Brethren, becauſe. he had 
exercis'd a great deal of Severity towards . 
them ; 4byah is ſaid to be flain by the 
| Lord for the Sin, by which he polluted 
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himſelf, ſaying, Te be a great multitude; 
and there are with you Golden Calves, which 
 . Teroboam made you for Gods, 2 Chron. 13.8, 
2 Wirth rhis agrees what I/aiab ſays, Chap; 
 ' - 6.5, Woe z5 me for I am undone,becauſe I ama 
Man of unclean Lips, and an Angel came, 
and touched his Lips (with which he had 

_ offended) with, a Coal. 
- There are more clear Examptes belide 
theſe, (in Saul and his Sons) which the 
Scripture exprelles jafter this manner. 
1. Chron. 10. 13, 14. So Saul died for his 
Tranſgreſſion which be committed againſt the 
Lord, even againſt the word of the Lord, 
which he kept not, God ſmote Nabal with 
"a ſudden Death, 1 Sam. 25. 38. Ard 

it came to paſs about ten days after, that the 

Lord ſmote Nabal that he died, Here the 

'  FTewiſh Doctors note that thoſe were the 

ren days which are between the begin- 

ning of the Year, and the Day of Expiati- 

_ on; which we, call penitential days,becauſe 

every one ought then to Examine his Life, 

b and conſider what he has faid,or done amiſs, 

© FTeremiah foretold the Death of Hananiab 

he falſe Prophet, Chap. 28. 16. This year 

ſhalt thou die, becauſe thou haſt taught Rebellion 
againſt the Lord. But what thaſl we ſay of 
that vaſt multicude, which periſh'd in.the U 
Deluge? of thoſe that were conſum'd in 
 Sodom,and Gomorrah ? of. Korab, Dathan and 
_ Abiram, and their wicked Accomplices 
p | whoth |. 
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 wham the Earth ſwallow'd up alive ? Of 
| that grievous Plague which ſwept away 
ſo many Iſraelites in David's time ? Is it 
not manifeſt enough, that their Lives were 


"| fhorten'd by Divine Prowvidence' ? Per- 
z ; 4 ; 
| tinent to rhis are the words of Dawzd, 


i Plal. 37.22. Such as be bleſſed of him, ſhall 
inherit the Earth : And they that be curſed 
| «f bir ſhall be cut eff; and of Feremiab, 
: Chap. 19. 11. He that gettetf Riches and 
not by Right, jhall leave them in the midſt 
of his days, which R. Kimchi expounding 
» | fays, He ſhall die before his time. Jeb 
1 | fays, Chap. 35. 12. If they obey not they 
| ſhall periſh by the Sword. And Solomon 
1] Eccl.8.13. It ſhall not be well with the 
_ wicked, neither ſhall he prolong bis days, 
Chap. 7. 17. Be not overmuch wicked, nei- 
| ther be thou fooliſh, Why ſhouldſ# thou die 
before thy time? Upon which places the 
Chaldee Paraphraſt ſays, They ſhall ſhorten 
| their days, becauſe they ſhall die before 
. | theirtime comes todie. Becauſe God us'd to 
puniſh Sinners with untimelyDeath, there- 
; | fore David prays, Pſal. 102.24. ThatGod 
would not take him away in the midſs of bis 
days, The Cabbaliffs ypon that place of the 
tf. Proverbs, Chap. 13. 23. There is that is de- 
« | Ffrojed for want of Fudgment, ſay, That it is 
- | certain, that Men often die before their | 


14 time. Hither may be referr'd thoſe Per- 
; | fons thar are puniſh'd for their Crimes, 


 Menaſſch' Ben-Iftacl, = 


Es - Shimes and many more. Cobcer. 
ning theſe Solomon obſerves, Prov. 19, 16. 
3 He that deſpiſeth his ways "ſhall die, upon. 

which words the Learned Aben Ezra com» 
"oY \ Before his time, becauſe the Council 
Z TY” ſhall put him to Death. 


SECT. 3. There is another way like- 
wiſe, by which Life may be ſhorten'd, 
and that is by Chance 'or Fortune. For 
. this Reaſon R. 7udah Levita, upon thoſe 

| wards of Samuel, Or he ſhall deſcend” into 
the Battel and periſh , G&c. ſays, That is 
- an accidental Death. And R. Foſeph Al- 
bo affirms, that it ſignifies a Death, that 
happens by Chance, and without any an- 
tecedent Offence, and merely by the 
Power of a Celeſtial Sig». Bur that [ may 
explain chis. thing more clearly, I ſhall 
ſhew, what the Fews meant by Chance and 
Fortune. h 
And in the firſt place, they uſually di- 
ſtinguiſh between Fortune and Chance. The 
hw of which they attribute to inani- | 
mate and -inſeufible Creatures. For in- | 
Nance, if Tyles fall from a Houſe, when 
the Wind cond and kill a Man. Here 
we have two things, 1. A natural Cauſe; It 
fof it is natural for the Wind to blow. L 
' . That which may be properly calld | 
Chance , for it is- caſual indeeds that a I 


Ip: Hhould, Grop! off, and kill any one 
Some- 
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Sometimes they uſe it more ſtritly, and aſ- 
' cribe it to ſenſible, and animare Crea- 
cures, that Aft by Inſtinct. | 

Fortune they call Hizdamen, and” will 
have it to belong only to Men, or rational- + 
Creatures. Though theſe rwo thinFs do 

differ, yer the difference is fo ſmall, that - 
| they are both very often comprehended in 
* the ſameDefinition; for according to fome of 
| the Rabbins, Chance and Fortune are defin'd 
after this manner, they are ſuch things 

as come by accident, not naturally, or 

| by Order and Deſign. For Example, if a 

Man by digging a Pit ſhould find a Trea- 

ſure. That C/audius endeavouring to con- 

| ceal himſelf, ſhould be diſcover'd by a Sol- 

| dier, and created Emperour.” That Cali« 

gula(as Suctonins teſtifies) walking out after: 

| | Supper, ſhould be unexpettedly lain by 

\ | the way. Thieſe and ſuch like things the 

| Hebrews call Chance and Fortune , from 
whence they that have good or bad For. 
tune, are calFd fortunate or unfortunate. - 

| Hereupon, R.Fudab Levita, R.Iſanc Aras 

.- | 1a, and R.Solomon Febet have divided all our 

1 | Attions into four Clsſſes, vis. Divine, nas 

s | taral, caſual and voluntary. For all things 

- {| that come to paſs in the World, proceed © 

either from, God's Providence , Nature, 

| | Chance, or Man's Free-will. This is cers 

a | rinly- a yery. accurate, and elegant Di, _ 

;, | fintion, The Hyprews likewiſe a—_ * 
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That God often deſerts Men for their Sins: 
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and Iniquities and then they are exposd- 
to Chance and Fortune ; this they prove Out 
of Lewit. chap. 26 27,28. 1. e. (as Abrawanel 
 & andall othersexpound it) If ye watk not con- 
FO ftantly with me, and uprightly, then will [ 
leave yau (that were before guarded by my 
Providence ) ſubjef to the miſ<chances . and 
accidents of the World. 
Theſe things happen to thoſe whom 
God forſakes, as it is written, Deut 31. 18. 
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I will ſurely hide my face in that day, that p 


1s, my Providence and my Favour : There- | ; 

upon the Fews are wont to ſay, That a- ; 

- ny Vice or Sin (though not Mortal) is e- || ; 
nough to make a Man obnoxious toCharce, pr 


which thing is confirm'd by them out of X 
the Scriptures. For Moſes advertiſing the V 


Iſraelites, leaſt they ſhould be hurt by the I Fr 
deſtroying Angel, iſpeaks thus. Exod. 12, 
22, | None of you ſhall go out of the door of 
bis houſe until the morning. And in ano- 
ther place. Deut. 20. 5. What man is there FR 
that bath built a new houſe, and bath not De- 
dicated it ? Let him go and return to his 
* ©» , houſe, leſt he die in the battel. Alſo, 22. 5. bh 
|" Thou ſhalt make a Battlement for thy Roof, a3 
That thou bring not Blood. upon thy houſe. | 
From which places it appears, thar it is in |, 
Man's power to avoid Danger, or run into | 
-... It; for as aKing does not regard the Pro- 
'* motion, or Adyancement of a perſon that. ſy, 
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is not his Subjet: So neither has God a 
particular Care of thofe who neglect the 
obedience of- his Laws, but refigns them 
to. the Scorn and Contempt - of Fortune: 
The ſame alſo is maintain'd by R. Levi 


Ben Gerſon (in his Milhamot 4 ſem.B.4. c,2.) - WT J 


in theſe words, 7: is not reaſonable, that we 
ſhould allow ſuch a Providence, that makes it 
impoſſible that. wicked Men ſhould be capable 
of recetuing that good which the Stars have 
ordain'd for them, ,L only affirm, That ſuch 
People are liable to thoſe mis-fortunes which 
the heavenly Signs incline then to, and that 
God does not prote& them: from thoſe Ewils 
that the Planets bave deſion'd. For this 
Cauſe the Talmudiſts fay, A Man ſhould 
never run into Danger, and then deſire a 
Miracle for his relief ; becauſe he may be 
diſappointed of that. a 4 
| But here we muſt take notice, That ma- 
ny things may ſeem to fall out. by Chance 
* Fand Fortune, Which nevertheleſs, are or- 
derd by the ſpecial Care and Direction 
of Providence. And therefore the Rabbins 
> | commenting upon that Text, in Exod. 21. 
: Biz. If a Man lie not in wait; but God deli- . 
> Yer Lins into bis hand) fay, That God takes 
Opportunities, (as if it were by Chance} 
to execute his Judgments ; which they 
Iluftrate by rhis Example. Once up-' 
fon a time there were two Murderers, one 


CEE «. 
5”. ve 
Ry *: - k 44 
y * k . b # X , ; Fx &f *" 8 
"oy yu > > "* x Age 4 
«0 [ . ah I 4» "3 
= ; ' | Eb, 
4 c k . s 1 ( & vg) , 
dE Ran A + 
" p + : $: WES 
« | Ay * Bd | wp) 


& ; »Br-z {&. bd : 4 
9 EET 7 "TY Eh ge. HR : Woes > 1 . ' L 
. , oC ET Arai NS Fs. POS 0 OR WT yy IT " " 
ves . 14, £4 Ve F LAS 4 Sore) ot" oo fn ; Gf, . * . ds ay AE 5-48 We. 
2 13g 55,4 * "3 E's -X&4 FLICKS Bet: * NN I Wa ror! id TE 16 %'s Wot 6 OE OS Te Eo OR IT. TOR ods + ap oaks A os et Ae I” i": NY 
by ht Wie” Re * , bays oy o £K3>. 5.3, 2+ >> + PORES 4 th FOOT OE OBO W” Ts COR AN" oo Lhd HE IRE at FTI. 8 WS * 09: Fe » Sl +, Ky A YT I FAXES Ide ht 
«5B 1%, Sha D ty Ea ett TL T5-0Y $:<f20 LEES EE SY NEC GE ES: os OR rn. we es. 5 c . "IF Fs 
oo cb LSH Ks \ 7» dA OW af 6-4 Oe rg "Np &- THT 4 3 Ne ve us aut Inks re” 4 F % 
S + "f 5 AAA" Fo A Ky %-.4 : . a. TE” : > 2: Pa : 
tr agdh; ; | f ' \ 
» Wy t | : "5 
F: '* N85 4 ” n _ * N 
"yn as v. f A £ "Goal 4 1 
S; ; = FE ; : v6 
OI : 0 Foe 
, : 
, - "_ 
F , 50 
. 
* 


© ther deſignedly, but no baiy yet inal f, 
when they did it. Now what does God: 
do in this Caſe? Does he ſuffer theſe 
Crimes to go unpuniſl'd? No; but be. 
hold! God orders it fo, that both of them Iz; 
ſhould come into the ſame Inn, where he, ; 
that flew the Man accidentally, climbed up lg 
a Ladder, and tumbling down. killd the. 
other, but he that fell down (recovering 7; 
himſelf ) flew to a place of Refuge, that I, 
he might be ſecur'd frog Proſecution, and 
ſo both of them were puniſh'd. There s Wha 
another way by which Chance and Provi- 
dence may Cconcurr , as in the Death 
- King Ahab; for though i it was foretold by Bi 
the Propher, yet the Scripture records, he I; 
was undefignedly ſlain by an Archer. We her 
.. conclude cherefore, that Mens Lives may 
" be ſometimes ſhortend by Chance, or uſ-Wij 
expeted Events. Souldiers are in the 
greateſt Danger of theſe ; for as Solommnhh 
obſerves, The Batte! s not always to ih 
ſrrong, Eccl.9. 11. ſo R. Bahye notes upon! en 
 Deut. 20. 5. Leſt he die in the Bartel, 5.«þ 
ſays he, before bis time : From whence it ahh 


pears that he who dies in War, dies before bs, 
Po, vj 


; E CT. 4 A Mars Life alſo may be ll x 
ſhortend by natural means. As ft. oy ll 
at *ill Habit of Body, which often pro-iſh 
ceeds from the Parents ; ; for hn 
| ay 
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figs, a Phlegmatick Father, begets a "at 


Kmatick Son, and a Colerick Father, a Co- 
Wlerick Son, 24, By unwholeſome Air. 3d. 


By the diforders of our Aﬀetions, and a de- 


bauch'd way of Living. Hence Philo theFew, 
{ln his Book ef the Creation of the World:) 


ſays, That ſevetal ſorts of Mear are apt to 
Fhvre and. opprefs the Stomach ; Chry/of. 


(in contra lux, & crap. Orat) ) againf Luxury 


Band Drunkenneſs, ſays, as aShip that is over 


Laden will fink,foaMan,that eats toomuch, 


aſtens his Death. The Phyſicians too are 


Rot Opinion that much Meat, and offeveral 
Wlorts -are prejudicial to the Body , and 
lhorten Life ; as it is reported, that YVite 
Wins and Julian eat Variety of Vittuals of- 
Fen in a day. Laſtly, A great many In- 


nrmities, which are the Cauſe of a ſhort 
le, proceed from an ill Digeſtion ; theſe 


 Wifirmities the Talmudifts fay are 903, 


which are noted in thoſe words of Davwz/. 
F 68.20. The Iſſues of death. We of- 


F-0d againſt rhe Rules of Health, by the 
Fvantiry and quality of our Food, and-in 
We time and manner of Eating, Hence 
vid ſays, Plal.34. 21. Evil (hall flay the 
Picked ; 1. e. Such Perſons do as good as -_ 
Mill theniſelves: and hither may be refed 
bell thac do ſo, as Achitophel and others. 


"x \'E theſe Cauſes of a ſhort Life, are beſt 
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=p uſeful] eceipts for the ni 
of Health ;. he adds this, Whoſcever ok 


: ſerves theſe. Rules which are laid down by | 


me, I dare. avauch ſhall . never be ſick alli 
bis Life, or want 4 Phyſician, but die of men 


old Age ; except bis Body was infirvs from 
his Birth; ; or a Peſtilepce, or a Famine infef 
that. part if the Countrh where he lives. Here 
we may diſcern by what Cauſes Maimon. 
des declares our Life may be ſhorten'd ,viz 
by an ill Complexion, by a looſe Courſe of 
Living, by Divine Providence, by Plagwlf: 
or Famine. I-proceed now to ſhew that 
our Life may be prolongd. | 


SECT. 5. God, in ſeveral places, Prog, 
miſes long Life to _ Men, and tholi: 
who obey his Laws, as Exod. 20. 12. He 
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nour thy Father and thy Mother, that th h 
days may be long in the Land. Likewiſe | nl 
Deur. 17. 20. and 22. 7.and in Pfal. 91. 16; 
With long Life will T [atisfie him, Prov. 8h, 
16, He that hateth Covetouſneſs ſhall prof 


long bis days. 9.11. for by me thy days ſhui 


\ be maltiplied, and the years of thy Life ſhul i 
be increaſed. . And in many other plac, o 


this Promiſe 1s expreſly given by God, ts 


' Holy and Religious Men. Bur for all iff 


there is a great Diſpute (among our Dol Fþ 


tors) about the quality, and form of thy, 
Promiſe. R. Moſes Gerund. thinks *tis & 


& 
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KEEN to 98g Age, 4.e. 70, or 80 years; > F 
| which Z 
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Yybich Reaſon upon thoſe Toes: ks 
a] hap. 23. 26. He ſys the meaning is, He 
"Rſhall not dic in Battel, or by Peſtilence, or 
Yby Change of Air, but by old Age. R. Da- 
Evid Kimchi is of the ſame Opinion, and 
Edeclares it upon that Text in 2 Sam. 7. 12, - 
»p/72en thy days be fulfill d, and thou ſhalt ſleep 
Ewith thy Fathers, 1. e. when thou art old, * 
"Rand haſt liv'd the longeſt time, which is 
"Wuſually 7o years. Therefore, whenever 
that Expreſſion of Augmentation OCEUTrS iN 
FScripture, we muſt underſtand ſome In- 
; firmity, or ill Temper, from which a Man 
8 deliver'd, as in thoſe Places, Prov: 9. 11. 
gland to. 27. For if a Man keeps the Com- 
gnandments of God, though he ſhould be 
Frery ſick and weak, yet God can recover 
Jlim and prolong his days, as may appear 
From the forecired Texts. And if God doth 
"rrant it, he is Happy, afld arrives to the 
_ferm of 70 or 80 years. Hence, R. Foe! 
| Wer Such (in 1b. Norah Thebilet.) upon thoſe 
Evords of David, Pſa. 61. 6. ry That 
D; vid deſires no more than the ordinary 
þ ti me of Life ; but R. Solomon is more ex- 
ys and ſays David means by Generations 
Þ years, for twice 35 years makes up two 
Foenerations, or 70 years, This was the 
0; inion of R. Aquiba, (before theſe two) 
Ithat by Vertue and good Attions Life was 
*"Ylicreaſed ; fo Hezekiab liv'd 15 years lon- 
> er upon the Account of his OT: 
i | D 'J for © 
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reign d but 14 years. < | 
_ Rereupon the Rabbins ſay, That God 
 Auamemtation is more than the Principal,for 
all choſe cotpured together, make up bur 
58 years ; ſo that he did not live to the or. 
dinary Term cf 70 years. This indeed is 
A great Puniſkment, but *tis ſuch an one, 
by which it may appear, that thofe Per. 
ſons may have the (rant of a longer Life, 
who deſerve it. To theſe things belong 
that Saying of ſome of the Ancients, That 
God bas | a particular regard for thoſe wh” 
lI:ve juſtly and righteouſly for the ſake of. 
their good Deeds, and therefore their Life i 
propurtionable, i, e. he daily encreaſes they 
Life. Hence ,upen- thoſe words of Moſe, 
_ Deut. 31. 2.) They fay, Now my days an 
._ fulfill d,this day I was born,and this day 1fhall 
aje ; for Moſes ws born, and dy'd, upml 
the ſeventh day of the Month Adar. wk 
likewiſe the 365 years of Enoch, which 
he liv'ed upon Earth, were propor 
tion'd to the 265 days of a Solar year; lll 
whoſe Age being (as I may fay) proporÞ 
tion'd, he was tranſlated into Heaven. 
After this manner God uſually conſum-}- 
mates, 'and compleats the days of the Juſt. 
Therefore David ſays, Pfal. 39. 16. Ti 
Lord knoweth the days of the upright ; as i 
he took a particular Account of every day 
According to theſe Mep, the ade: Jo 
0114 Bf 
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{Y long Life is nothing elſe, but- the Comple- 
FT: tion of 50 or $0 Years, which ſomeof them 
ſay no Body can exceed. TY 

But there are other Men who diſſent 
it} from theſe: For R. Nifim, R.Foſeph Albo, 
r. Iſaac Abravanel, and others, believe thar 
3K all the Promiſes of the Moſaick Law are 
e& | Supernatural, and for that Reaſon main- 
r- tain, that the Promiſe of long Life is noe 
e limited within the Compals of 950 or $0 
ef Years ; and that a»Man may live longer. 
a | Hence a certain Rabbi ſays, If a Man de- 


bY ſerves it, his two Generations ſhall be aup-. 


=> 
k 


- mented, if not, they ſhall be diminiſhd. This 
#8 opinion is moſt in vogue among the cele-+ 
| brated Authors. , 


\ that where-ever the word Augmentation 
F occurs in the Scripture, it is meant beyond 
| che Ed determind by the Planets. . They 
ich} who think the Terms of Life depends upon 


"tain Divine Power encreaſes the Radical 


F our days are not appointed afore, but are 

- Natural, and that Nature 1s wonderfully 
 enlarg'd by good Works. The ſame thing 
S is taken notice of by R. Mehir in lib. Urins 
il &- Vetumim, far this Reaſon, ſays he, the 
a). Receſſion of the Sun upon the Dial, was 
{ af" given by God as a Token to Hexekiab of 
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 Hereupon, thoſe Doors who approve _ 
_ of the Sentiments of the Aſtrologers, ſay, *_ 


-the Conſtitution, ſay, that God by a'cer- 


8 Moiſture. Hence Aber Ezra remarks, that 
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8 Coritituance of is \ Life becauſe the Þ 
Sun is the Fountain of all natural Heat © 
upon this Account, the Sun receeding and 
TetraCting his Rays together with his na- 
rural Hear ; he that through Age had im- 
pair'd this, might have it reftor'd, and as it 
were grow young again, According to this 
' Opinion (which t think the beſt) the pro- 
©/ one of Life which God promiſed, 
does exceed any Term, whether Complexigs 
nal, Planctary, or Secuber. 
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SECT. 6. In the next Place let us ſte, 
how Vertue and Piety are the means to. 
promote the Radical Moiſture in Men, 
* As the Happineſs of the Soul conſiſts in 
+ Goodneſs, vr in the Knowledge of Vertue, 
"and what is moſt commendable: In like 
manner, a Man's life is increaſed and re- 
new'd by good Aftions and Meditation on Þ 
God's Law. Now that Life is enlarg'd by 
Piety may be evinc'd by the words of $9. 
limin, Prov. 10. 29. Here the Talmudifts 
ſay, this is evident from Experience. The 
fear of the Lord prolongeth days : He ſays 
this in reſpect of the firſt Temple, which F 
laſted not above 41oYears ,andunder which I. 
there were not above 13 Prieſts: And the 
 Jears of the wicked ſhall be ſhorten*d.He ſpeaks 
this in zeference'to the ſecond Temple, |} 
Which continued 420, and there were a-Þ- 
þove 350 Priefts under that ; by this g i 
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« | - Places Avicenna takes notice are very un- 
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FT ber, they mean a great many, And they x 
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8 o much, that. it ſometimes becomes im- 


. may we not allow the ſame Efficacy, nay 


S Soul? Now the Body receives Life from 
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further add, that- they livd longer under 
the firſt Temple, than they did under the 
cond, becauſe they were more holy, » 
Furthggmore, our Doors aſſert, that 
there are 113 Bones and Nerves ina Man, 

' to which the 113_Precepts of the Law 
correſpond. Hence the: Cabbalifts ſay, that 
Men ( by Religion and keeping God's 
Commandments ) not only purifie . their 
Body, fo that of Terreſtrial and Groſs, it 
becomes Celeſtial and Spiritual, but even 
' corroborate and augment the natural Hear 


* mortal, as Enoc}'s and Eliass did. And ' 
this is not contrary to Reaſon : For, if ac. 
_ cording to Galen, good Diet preſerves 
- Health, and conſequently prolongs Life ; 


oreater, to the wiſe Government of the 


* the Union of the Soul ; therefore if this be 
-manag'd according to the Rules of true 
Holineſs, ( which are not preſcrib'd by 
Galen, or Hippocrates, but which we learn 
from Heaven ) no Man can deny, but it 
is moſt reafonable to expect long Life, 
'from a perſeverance in that. I remember 
that I have read of a certain Rabbz, that 
- wonder'd that Men ſhould live fo long in 
© Babylon, when *tis fituated'ſo low, (which 


© bgakby) 
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” healthy) but, when he was inform'd that | 
bu they often frequented the Synagogues, he was || 
EF very well ſatisfied. The like I met within | 
.Guemera deTabanit,c.q. where ſome People ' 
asking how they might prolong their lives, 
the wife Men anſwer'd, that it” might be. 
done partly by a natural Cauſe, and part- 
ly by a moral one, wiz. The fear of the 
Lord. I have read. alſo of a Merchant, 
( who liv'd in the Iſland of Cyprus ) that 
order'd it to be proclaim'd, that he had 
abundance of ſweet Spices to-ſell that were. 
excellent to preſerve Life, and when a 
- great many People came to purchaſe them, || 
he pull'd out a Plalter out of his Bag, and Þ 
ſhew'd *em the 34th Pfalm, where David | 
ſays, wv. 13, 14. What man is be that deſs- 
reth life, and loveth many days, that he may 
ſee good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy 
lips from ſpeaking guile; by which he would 
intimate that Piety, was the beſt Aroma- | 
_ tick /to procure long Life. Beſides, the 
Meditation upon God's word is the means. 
to prolong Life, and reſtore the. natural 
_ Heat. This is ſtrongly confirm'd by Solo- 
»mon's Exhortation: For that moſt wiſe 
King ( where he ſpeaks about the Law ) 
ſays, Lengthof Days # inher Right-hand, and 
| _ tn ber Left-hand Riches and Honour,Prov, 3.16. 
-  * Alfo Chap. 9, 11. By me thy days ſhall be mui- 
* Ziplied; and in another place, Chap. 3. 8. 
_ \t ſhall be health to my Navel, and marrow 
| 7 ws to 
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| to 1 Bones, The Reaſon is, becauſe the . 
-. Scripture ſaith, Mar ſhall not live by bread 
only, but by every word that proceedeth out of "= 


_ itappears that Men are nouriſh'd by Spiri- 


of Life ( which was in Paradiſe ) had 
ſuch a Vertue, that whoever taſted the 


| the four Elements } he might have liv'd a 

"great many Years longer, and at laſt his 
Soul, together with his Body, might have 
F been tranſlated into Heaven, as it happen'd 


| Calf. Therefore David fays, P/. 82. 9, $. 


l Children of the moſt high: But ye 
| like Men, &, What . 
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the mouth of the Lord,Deut.8 3. From hence 


tual, as wel as Corporal Food. And this 
] believe is the Reaſon why Solomon. 
compares the Law of God to the Tree 
of Life, Prov. 3. 18. becauſe as the Tree 


Fruit of it, grew young and vigorous a- 
gain, So the Law of God ( which is like 
the Tree of Life) has the ſame effet. In 
like manner, if Adam had nor ſinn'd, (tho® 
his Body was compeunded of a mixture of 


toEnoch,andElias,and all others would have 
enjoyed the like Privilege who had liv'd 
in perfet Obedience to the Law. - h 
Hence the Rabb;xs believe,that when the 
Law was given to ſes, God plac'd the 
1/raelites in the ſame State that Adam was 
in before the Fall. But that happy Con- 
dition ,Jaſted not long, by reaſon of their 
abominable Idolatry in worſhipping the 


T have ſaid ye are Gods ; and all of Far are 
al} die 
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What I have menticnd Feds 208 nn- 


 eably uſtrate and confirm that ſingular 
WEannplc C which is recorded in Guemera - 


Tebamot,cC., 12. of a certain Family in 7e- 


WE out of which, whoſoever was born 


ſeldom liv d above Eighteen years ; which 
thing being related to R. Fohanan Ben Za- 
 chay, and being ask'd what was the reaſon 
of it, he bid them enquire, if they were 
not of E/;s. Poſterity, whom God had 
CONNYs ſaying, 1 Sam. 2. 33. All the 
increaſe of thine Houſe ſhall die in the flower 
of their Age. And it was diſcover d that 
they were Carty d from him. Upon which, 
he ita: them, that.if they defir'd 
God would grant them longer Lives, they 


ſhould very diligently meditate upon his. 


Law, This wiſe Man's advice had its ef. 


_ tet and experience ſhewdic. And out of , 


* : 


gratitude the-Fainily would ever after be 
call'd by his Name, Our Rabbins likewiſe 


> nao that che Sabbath-day on which 


David died, he was very intent in medita- 
ting on God's Law; which when the Angel 
Samuel ( who 1s the common Executioner 
of Death) perceiv'd, he could not efecute 
his Office. Wherefore he contriv*d this 
| Stratagem, that a high Wind ſhould vehe- 
' meatly ſhake theTreesthatgrew in David's 
| Court, that might occaſion his coming a- 
broad, which ir did ; but as he was going 


| down ome. ſteps, he n miſs'd one of «them, 


and 
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and fell down 3 Upon which the King (be- _— 
ing in a Conſternation) did not think upon. 
God's Law, ſo his Meditation ceafing, his "* 
Life ceas'd alſo. . - Y 
The Rabbins in this place are of opinion, 
that. David obtain'd ſuch Favour from God © 
by his SanQticy, and his devout Hymns, 
that Death could have had no Power over 
bim, if he had not committed Adultery, 
and Murder. Save only jn the Matter of 
Uriah, ſays the Scripture, 1 Kzngs 15. 5. 
This is enough to ſhew that our Life may 
| be prolong'd by obſerving God's Laws, 
F and meditating thereon; ſo that if any one __ 
\. would perfeRtly and conſtantly obſerve the 
- Law, it is probable' that ( like Elias ) he 
would never die. For I believe this may 
- be miraculouſly done two ways: Firſt, by 
+ preſerving the Radical Moiſture in its due 
State. Secondly, by preſerving the Vertue 
of our Food. As to the Firſt, it is confir= 
med by the Example of 2ofes, who liv'd 
forty Days in Mount Sai, without Mear 
-* or Drink; then the Divine Law ( which 
- was inſtead cf Food ) preferv'd the Ra- 
dical Moiſture in its due Vigour and 
Strength. The other is confirm'd by jthe 
Example of Elias; for the Angel faid unto. 
him, Ariſe and eat becauſe the Fourney # too. 
# : great for thee, 1 Kings 19.7, 6. And in the 
nexc verſe 'tis added, That be wert 7 the 
ſtrength of that meat 40 days and 4o nights - 
| ws | or 
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| For the vertue in the Meat was "HO 4 


; Oi and the Authority of ſeveral Authors. 


| Hiporent Power of God, and conclude that 


| As ſoon as any offte is taken il; we imme- - 


= 
: 
"EX 
RN! : * 
: + | Ver 
T; 6 , 
£ 
: 2 » 
: 39 $ 
Fg Hh o 
4 


5 a@ 
BRO. 
5s 
! Pp. e 
ERP « 
Ts 
oe” » 
" E2 0 by 
—$ F $6 
FL wo id NN. A j- ) 'R i” 
Boe / ” Fr STA — 
"> ER Ps 8 P”, 
: _ Os ) FEELS $7 pea: eh 
"+88 4 Fan, 3 RS ? | "0 q 
Nh FR-+: Toby y » TR [1 : 
oy "$2 ET, "W— 4% 
» > $992 ; : "oy Ms 
P V 7 EM o , 
: SY FAS d Pa "kk c 
Maas BE. #3. ie LY We "I : n A 


as if he had but juſt eaten it, ſo that he wis 
not ſenſible of any Fatigue all thoſe 40 days 
and Nights. We muſt not forget the won- 

derfull Story of Elias, and the Woman of 
Sarepta; for we read how the Prophet ſaid 
unto her, [ Rings I7. I4. The Barrel of 

Meal ſhall not waſte, neither ſhall the Cruiſe 
of Oyl fail. And ſo it came to paſs, for as 
much as was taken out one day, was re- | 
ſtor'd the next : Thus the Radical Moiſture, N 
( which is like Oyl ) is miraculouſly pre- 


0 SENS 2-3 OS Rn 


'ferv'd, in its due quantity and quality, by 


a conftant Courſe of Piety. I ſay miracu- 
loaſly, becauſe it can't be naturally. And 
when I propogd this Queſtion to Zacuthas | 
(a very learned and worthy Phyſician a- 
mong us ) he courteouſly anſwer'd ( in a 
articular Treatiſe ) that it was above the 
ower of Nature, and prov'd it by Rea- 


Wherefore we juſtly aſcribe ic ro the Om- 
it can't be effeRted without a Miracle. 


SECT. 9. This isa proper place to treat 
of the Fewiſh Ceremonies abour the Sick. . | 


ſend for a Pnylician, in order for 
This we all know is law- 
full, for God himſelf uſes means in natural 
Attions; and which I will ſhew by this E-x- 
| Wh. 
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Though God was able to deliver Sa- 
| mwuel out of the hands of -Sax!, neverthe- 
leſs he ſaith, Take an Heifer with thee, and 
ſay I am come to Sacrifice to the Lord, 1 Sam. 
16. 2. By which nieans he might conceal 
his Deſign of anointing David co be King, 
who , when he was anoinred, induſtrh- 
ouſly endeavour'd to eſcape the hand of 
Saul. So Gideon made uſe of Trumpets, 
as natural means, Judges 7. 16. -Eliſha al- 
f the Prophet, (when he ſent one-of the 
Sons of the Prophets to anoint Febu King,) 
- commanded him that he ſhould do it pri- 
yately in an inner Chamber,'2 King. 9. 2. 
| Now if Phyſick is good and lawful, we 
may doubtleſs ſend for a Phyſician ro cure 
the Sick. Thefe were a great many Emi- 
nent Phyſicians formerly among us, as we 
read in the Talmud of Samuel (a $kilfut 
Phyſician, and Aftrologer) who Curd Rey 
Fehuda of the Toothach, which he had 


been troubPd with for ſeveral years, and 
'we read in another Place, that he Cur'd 
the ſame Man's Eyes. There goes a re- 


 markable Story of R. Iſmael, and R. A- 


- quiba, who (travelling near Jeruſalem with 

, | a Countreyman in their Compgny ) 
FF fick Man, whom they preſenclyC id 
4 an infallible Medicine. The Country- - 


. man ſeeing this, ask'd them who was the 


$-. Cauſe of that Man's Sickneſs ? They-an-' 1 
{| ſwerd, God. Why chen (fays he) 7.2 2 
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4 " Menaſſch Ben-Iſracl, 


| preſumpruous to meddle with ancehe] 


lan's Buſineſs z God (as you confeſs) ha-. f 


ing made-him Sick, and will ye pretend I'% 
to Cure him 2 But they (ro apply them. U% 
ſelves. to his Capacity) askd him what I* 
Profeſſion he was of ? Don't you ſee (ſays. 
the Countryman) by the Inſtrument that. 
I carry in my hand, that I am a Farmer ? ; 
Who then(ſay they) made your Land ?and” 
who is the Cauſe of the Fertility of your. 
Vineyard ? God, reply'd he. Why then 
(fay Ne) do you concern your ſelf with. 
another Man's work, and eat thoſe Fruits 
that God has. made ? O! (ſays the Far- 
mer) if I do not Plow, and Cultivate, and 
weed my Ground, I am. ſure I ſhall have 
10 Fs Well then, (ſay they) honeſt 
Friend, have not you readin the 103P(al. v, 
IS. That the days of Man are ea; Now 
Man is like a Tree , the Dung which is 
laid to it, ro make it thrive, is like the 
ſweet Spices apd medicinal Potions, and ity 
the Husbandman repreſents the Phyſicen; | [ 
ſo they pleaſantly (convinc'd him of his by 
Error. 

From this it appears, That the Ancients Þ; 
approv'd,, nd wade uſe of Phy ſick, when- I; 
dAtiicted any Perſon with a Diſ- F; 


5 caſe. "TheCabbalift are of the ſame mind, 


for (commenting upon that Place of Deur. 
32. 10. He found him in a deſert Land.) 
""_ 36 a ſick Man is like one that oy | 
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an zin. a Deſert, peer a "Pike ciath is 
1 ; T* ; conſulted, 'wha nay cure him DE, 


7 Purges, or opening a Vein, and then pre-.* 
Uribe a regular Dier which may” Rn 
his Healch, Hichier we may referr; what 
Koa oreat Rabbis have ſaid; char wheri 
"Ba Perſon has procur'd a Licence fromthe 
 Bepiftrace to practi Phyſick, he is ob= 
© | ped ro cure the Sick, and he may law- 
_ Willy demand a Fee. Bur after all, we 
W 7 bf not rely too much upon the Phyſici: 
at, and fo forget God ; For we rhuſt ear- 
deftly and devoutly: call upon him; in 
Wilch Aben Ezra agrees with me ; buthe 
Þ far diſſahrs from my Opinion, char he 
will ' not allow of a Phyſician in internal 
and ſecret Diſtempers, but wholly ſubmit 
to God. R. Vidal has admirably confuted 
hip and commended the Ute of Phyſick. 
Bur "here are two rhings. that deſerve con-_ 
" Fideration, one reſpets the Phyſician, and | 
Tithe other the Patient. As to the firſt, 4 A 
I Phyſician ought to be very careful about” ou 
This Patient's recovery, otherwiſe he may 3 
loſe his own Soul. For upon this Account 
the Talmudiſts ſay thar'the belt Phy ſicjans 
[Ometimes go ro Hell. - For there are ſons 
that pretend to cure a Diſtempet which 
| $a do not underftand, othefts donor rake » if 
F ootice of the proper rime to adminiſter the 
jt Il ck; and there ate others thar leave 
Ul to Chance, and care not whether rheir wt 
E _ ES 
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a ſick Manloſes his Life while the Phyſ-* 
| *cians areQiſputing about the Nature of the Wſ! 
= Diſeaſe. A perhaps, for this reaſon; Phy-Y# 
ſicians are . ſometimes calld Murderers: 4 
May, be A/exander too was of that mind,when I's 
he commanded Glazcus the Phyſician'to he 
executed, becauſe he did not recover high® 
Friend Heph4ſtions., I ſpeak only of. bold, 
Rotant Luacks, for the skilful and honeſt I” 
hyſicians are calld.'in the” Scripture 
Heads. ED at ” 
.. That Conſideration which ld g 
the Patient, is, that he muſt not too coh q 
dently depend upon the Phyſician, or na. Þ® 
tural Means, bur; chiefly put his truſt n|® 
God; for this Reaſon is. Aſa reprehended 
for placing too, much hope in the Phyſics |* 
ans: For-ſo ſays the Text, 2 Chron, 16. 12 M8 
In vis Diſeaſe be ſought not to the Lord, but 
to the Phyſicians. The Prophet does not ® 
reprove the King becauſe he ſent for them, BY 
but becauſe he expetted a Cure anly. fron 
them, and never regarded God. This * 
the 7 a/mudzſts, among, their Praiſes of the F* 
good King Hezekiah, reckon this deſerve Þ® 
a place, becauſe; he [bd a Book of Phy/ich. 
© Some rhink the Author, of; it was Solomon, Bf 
orhers that it was a Book of Magick, and 
- therefore hid by Hezekiah, becauſe: ſomes? 
—— . People 1n thoſe Times us'd to conſult it for 
| ®rhe Cure of cheir Diſeaſes, knd ſo negl&& 
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8 ); - is the true: Ls org and he that 


ett his Truſt in him, may expett-Eaſe.. _ Fo 


Hind Comfort in time of Sickneſs: Thusitis. 
" \ bi ji Bxod. Ch. 15. 26: 1 will. put-none of * 
vo F; Diſeaſes upo. thee, which Thaw brought - 
Yon the-Egyprians ; Fong I am. Fe was wy 
halt thee: 2; | 7 '2 
"y L ©SECT. 8, The Talinndiſs FIeh dhone a1 are 
four things which: incline God: to alter-.his 
"EDecrees, viz. Alms-deeds, fervent. Prayer, 
+ :Change of the: Name; and a Ghange of 
g Works. And theſe are thei four: means 
\ {obicty the Fews make uſe of inia danggrous 
_ Di temper; ſo they.commonly ſecretly re- 
eve thoſe Perſans who are in the.greateſt 
E Irigencies : For as Money dots, asit wete, . 
Bewe life to'a poor Man, fo they hope that 
y [| God wilt grant ax.» their Life. when they 
of Gi it, For this. Reaſon, the Fews fre- 
w 4 vently colle&t Alms for the Poor that live 
* i che City, or-for thoſe . that live: m the 
is {oly Land; or for: thoſe that. are 1h Priſons 
and Dungeons, or for" any het charita- 
die Uſes. 
4 This they ballet: is meant by thoſk 
ot of ' Solomon, 'Prov. 10. 2: :Righteouſ- 
5 delivereth from Death, &&C.. 12:28. 26; 
. And cis confirm'd by Experience, for 
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gers had foretold ): was recover upon-th the 
. . Account of her generous Charity. Hen q 
-. comes. the Rabbinica! Proverb, Whoeun 
ſays, t give 'zbis Money, that my Child 
may live," u perfely juſt. The meaningeſ! 
which: is, though we owe our Life and 
Goods; and all that we poſſeſs ro God why! 
gave them: Nevertheleſs, whoſoever.'rs 
lieves a poor Man, in expectation of obs 
taining God's Favour, he ought fiot to be 
eſteem'd - fimple, ' but -perfetly juſt: N 
much for: Alms. ,”_ 

' The next RENE is fervent Prayer, By 0 
this means Hezekizb prevail'd-ſo much wht 
God, that ' he granted him a longer Lik; 
choogh he had-'determin'd his Death 

"From hence comes that ſaying of the wiſt 

Men, Though "a Man ſees a ſharp Swark 

clappd z0! his Throat, yet be muſt not deſpait 

of God's Mercy. By which they under 

" *ftand, that Prayer has ſuch a Power, that 

it can 'ireverſe the Sentence of Dearhandich 

was pronounc'd by God againſt him. There 

fore, when David lays, P/. 107. 6. Thes 

they. 'cried unto the Lord m their trouble, ana 

he deliver” d them out of their diſtreſſes. The 

Plalmiſt' underſtands: this'of the time of the! 

a, lhep Captivity : Forthe 7zelites liſt 

10g-Uup-their minds to Heaven, humbly: 

FF pd that God would releaſe ther be- 
fore the appointed time. This is the chick 
is "> Remed y the Fews make uſe of: wie 
ELIT oq-Y ney: 
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are. a fiek. And os ; 
; Weaver of many, are uſually more ac- 
ce cerable it is appointed thas the Sick 
puld be pray'd ' far: in the Synagogue, 
El bave read of R.Hanine Ben Doſſa, a, very, -* 
| l' nous Man, who us'd to judge of:the Life ©: "FY 
\ i We of thoſe Sick Perſons: that: he '-— 
*Wpray'd for. For, ſays he, if I pronounce 
ſ: fn y-Prayer ſmoathly, and eafily;/ it .is a 
gn of its Acceptance, .and that the Perſon . 
recover ; but if it is in the leaſt inter» 
pred, or I heſitare; it is'an infallible To- 
2 n char he will die. This did truly once 
appen- to R. Gamalie/'s Son, who being 
\Wrery fick, his: Father ſent two Servants to 
\ | R K Honins to deſire him to pray to God- 
[ bs r his recovery ; which when he: had 
4 on e, herold the Meſſengers their Petition 
$925 heard, and ſo diſmiſs'd them ; and af- 
q er thar the Fever abated, and oreat hopes 
of of his recovery appear 'd. The Scripture 
kewiſe informs us, that the Widow of 
Birepta *'$S0n was recovered by the Prayers 
ill Elias, and chat Eliſha by bis Prayers re- 
Nt: Pr the Shunamite's Son to Life : There- 
2 withour doubt fervent Prayer 1s excee- | 
ding effettual for the preſervation or I&- 
very of Health, 
| The third Remedy is, a Change of the __ © 
fame. And this is very comman among . 1 
he Fews, when they are in gregt danger. 
Þ heir Lives -and it js poclanrr Ld in the oO 
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ES, Shmaicbs'& wick: Pikes 0a Genel - 
-F and -rhey always add the Name;to the | 
Life.® The reaſon of 'their doing'y,N - 
is this : for: fay they,-though the Change i% 
of 'the Name'idoes not altet. the Subſtance} 
yet riotwithſtanding it” cauſes ſonie' varix 
* tion; it} as! much -as'every one is: diſtin} | 
guiſh'd by his Nawe./': Beſides, they: will 4 
Have this ſignifie an affeftion: of the :ming 
and a' reſolution-'of amending” theit: Liſs, A: 
which! was ſo bad before,' thar [they dil 
not deſerve to: be 'heard' by: God. ,i:Somel- 
are of :opinion, that when: they: change | 
their: Name, they.-change their Fortune; |. 
as appears in/-the Example of Abrzbam;Þ- 
or Re was not fo rich when his Name wall” 
Abram, as-he was, when-he was call'd 4} 
brabam, | While: he was Abram, he:wa 
only the Father of Meſopotamia, ibur when * 
*he- was 4brabam,” he was Father - of the: 
Kingdoms: of the World. 'So- while his 2 
Wife was -call'd Sara;, ſhe was only: a pk}: 
Fare Miſtreſs; bur: when -ſhe took the ll 
"Name of: Sarah, ſhe was Miſtreſs of the 
World. In like nianner Facob after:hs 
Vidtory over the Edcmizer, was' calld-1- 
rael, in token of his future Conqueſts: For}. 
whi! e the Captivity continued, 'the People 
were Fabacb, i. & trodden down by the” 
Gentiles. - So Moſes when he ſent the Spies 
ro/Canzen, chahg'd the Name of-O/es inte 
— Ifiua; becauſe fore-teving: ( by his pro-Þ 
my 
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WH him, the Lord ſhall preſerve wks from the - 
te " Malice of the Spies. No doubt but there 
v,J zre.other proper Names in the. Scripture, - 
gy © which have a peculiar Signification.” So © 
tl 2 "iN ſaid” to his Brother Facob, thou art 
i truly calld Facob, that is, a Deceiver, for 
Ne Gu haſt deceived me twice, Gen. 26.36. 
il "So Abigail truly: call'q her Husband' Na- 
uy | bal, that is, a Fool, 1 Sam..2F, 24. Like- 
I | ; wiſe. "Naomi ( Ruth's Mother: in-Law) faid, 
Bn me not Naomi, i.e. pleaſant, call me 
w | "Marah, i.e. bitter, for the Almighty hath 
dealt very bitterly with me, Ruth, C. 1.20. 
- After the ſame manner,ſickPeople have great 
| ho pes of their recovery from the Erymole- 
|: 3 Life, if other means are we'd be-. #4 
ſi -— SEN NS. 
Laſtly, The fourth Remedy i is 4 Glaticel -- 
"of Works, This is laſt i» order, but ought © 7 
"to be our firſt Care: For certainly the Re- | 
d | ” pentance of our paſt Sins -prevails much 
| | with God: Nineveh was to have been 0- 
S verthrown. within” forty Days, but.upon 
their Repentance God turn'd the Evile 
x Fei, S King Ahab upon his Repen-.- 
- tance, intreated God that he might not 
[| : | " he the Evil in his Days. Hence the Tal- 
| 4 | mb ſay, that Repentance prolongeth 
1 . - Mans Life. Andin another place, fpeak-, 
| : $8! of the Efficacy of Repenitance,*they -* 
ae that God by reaſon, of it will revoke, _ 
1, 'P* 4. ATE and | 4 
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: Ber-Ifra ac Fu 


8 and aker is = ITY Theſe are the four | 
ED - ſupernatural Means of recovering Health; 


I<XTS which ſame add faſting, whether ir be | G 


LE by thoisof our own Family, or the Poor iN k 
== whom;y 'E have oblig.d with.our Alms. For 


== when Howan threarned the 1/raclites with Þ| 1 


oY inhamane Ulage, Heſter and Mordecas, and 


alt. the Tews faſted very ſtrictly. Ezra. F: 


COIs, 2 approv'd of it, and frequently prattis'd } 


And it is faid, to Daniel, ch. to. 12, 
Pi the firſt day that t hou didjt [et thine |: 
beart to underſtand, and tc chaſten thy ſelf 
l before thy God, thy words were beard. Here 
we muſt take notice, that by a revocation 
of a Sentence or.a Decree, R. Joſeph Albo. 
does not mean a Divine Decree, but a Ce- 


b oY | beftial Som. + And therefore, when any 


' oreat Misfortune 1 is threatned to a Man by | 
the influence of the Planets, that danger I 


( fays be.) is remov'd by vertuous Attions, | 3 


For inſtance, by the Power of the Planets '" 
"the Ship, that a Man defigns to go into, (Þ 
will certainly be caſt away : Now God | 
hitgers this Man from his deſign by fick- 
| oF or ſome other way ; in the mean 
| - time the Ship is loſt, and the Man eſcapes. 
ben Ezra 1s of this opinion;; for upon the 
24th Ch, of Exod. he ſays, Suppoſe by the 


© - influence of the Planets certain Ruine at- 
© > tends any City, and the Inhabitants chere- 
WE: of by ſincere Repentance appeaſe God's 
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| | ther of Life, grant unto us 4 7M 
- | #1 honeſt Life. 5 EE: 
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[a [ forinier Books. 
us. they. Reaſon 3; If God, Hay 
Ro Rwy all things, and diſposd them 1 In ſuch | 
+ Order, from. cernuty, how, can_it be in 
_ be Power of Man, to prolong or ſhorten 
X -Life? For Example, if God infalli 
$upalt from .all. Ecernity, that Abra- 
27, Would. live 175, years, by. reaſon of | 
: that. ſound. -.ard, healrhſyl Conſtitution B 
$ which he had given him, it's very plain Þ 
| that Avraiam.could not alter that Deter- 
mination; Now if this be true, it is de- * 
. manded how God's Preſcience, and Man's 
Free-will, (two ſuch contrary -things) are Þ 
- confi ſtent together ? I muſt confeſs, That Þ- 
"Tam very unwilling to engage in ſo nice 
and intricate 2 Controverſie. Euclid once 
CiF ;agk'd many things about God, oniy - 
eply d, Tha I very well know, that Gad | 


abbors\. 


. S 


>» 


7 Wbbors thoſe OP are, t00' gs; and inqui- 
| ' firive vevertheleG;: by the aſſiſtance of 


" the Scripture, 1 believe I can illuſtrate and 3 


| explairi theſe things. 


| There were ſome Men heretofore, wins BE 
- when they-could not reconcile God's fore- "T7 
| knowledge, with Man's Free-will; deny'd 2 _ 
both; as:Crcers, who,'thar. hemight rBain- 4 " 


P / rain the Freedom of huma neAttions,would | 
allow no Preſcience ini God, \whichs,; 
Wider 'd by\St. 4ugnſtines Cizera, Tays he, * 
b That be. might.make Men free made them Sas 
| crileg ious; There are others that deny Man's 
| Free-will, that.they may:eftabliſh the fores 
7: iowledge of; God. Wherefore T-defign 


F*to- confirm and ſettlatheſe.tÞo things, be. 

fore L-proceed to a Re-conciliation... 'And | 
in the firſt Place, to, prove that God knew 
| all ſuture contingent'things from'Erernivy”; 
after that, T ſhall maintain rhar a Man may. 
[protons or ſhorren his Life as he pleaſes, 


S EC T. -2. The krft Is alin and indif: 
table, ſays Maimonides; That all:Perfe- 


# tions may be found: in God ;: but all. Ime _ © 


oo muſt be remov:d from him: 
And! it is very evident;” That.the Ignoratice 
E of any thing 15 an kmperfection, and&thae 
Bod. is ignorant of nothing ; for. it may” 

- be clearly prov'd outi.of the- Scri Me 
C that God: bad'a particular: at SY 
þ 3 | Adam, Noah, Abrahan ; Year, Forak,'s " 
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God, the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, Numb," | 
_ OS 3 HO 
= 1 welook into the Prophets, we'ſhall 
= findithat they teſtifie the ſame thing. 1/azab 
46.8. I knew that thou wouldſt deal wery 
-—— \treacherouſly.. Jer, 1. 5. Refore I form'd thee |. 
: in the"Belly I knew thee, chap. 12. 3: Ezek;v 
37. 3- Dan. 2. 22. He revealeth the deen 
and ſecret things, he knoweth what is in the. - 
darkneſs, and the light dwelleth with him, 
But the moſt eminent Teſtimony of God's || | 
PrefGience.. is recorded in the 139 Pſalm, | 
| © for. ſays Da®ia, v. x. O Lord thou batt 
- * ſearched me, and known me, i.e. Thoudidſt | 
know from Eternity. : as well as now, all 
my Attions. v. 2. Theu knoweſt my down 
- — fitting, and mine upriſing, 1.e. all my parti: 
©  Cular Actions. Thou under/tandeſt my thoughts 
= afar of, i.e, you knew my Works fo ex |Þ 
-—  attly from Erernity, that yon alſo kriew | 
- - my very Thoughts: Then he concludes, 
vs 7. Whither ſhall I go from thy Spirit, * | 
Whither (hall I flee from thy Preſence? 1.2. 
- - When thy Knowledge and Providence, 
©. O:God, are above every thing, there 
-_ 18 no place for me to fly: unto, for thou art 
-  _ gvery where; from whence it follows, 
|. That God takes Care of every. one. - Hi- | 
» Mer we may refer, that which ſome h = 
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bs = "the Ancients report: a the. three Me: Pa. 
which. God convinc'd. of their miſtake, be- _ 
| cauſe. they. thought thar he did nor know WS 
every thing. The firſt was Cain, who,when 
God ask*d him, where his Br other Abel "7 
was? (as if he did not know that he had © 
kill'd him) anſwer'd ,, Am 1 my Brother's 
keeper ? Gen. 4.9 The next: was Balaam, 
who, when God ſaid unto him, hat. Men 
_ are theſe with thee ? Reply'd, d, Balak the Son 
WY Zippor, the King of * Moab, Numb. 22. 
« q: 10. The laft was Hezehiab, who, when 
F {ſaiah ask'd about the Ambaſſadors, which 
* Berodach-Baladan had ſent to him, faying _ - 
Wohac ſaid theſe Men, 4nd from. where. 
F- - any they unto thee 2 anf wer'd, They . are 
Þ {come from. a far Country, 2 King. 29. 14. 
' Though it might ſeem co be. a ſmall Faulr,” 
- for the King rooffend againſt che Propher, 
| yet he ſhould haye conſider'd, that. he 
was a Prophet of God, who knows all 
| Og before they are cranſatted. 


" SECT. 3 . I ſhall proceed now to ſhew 5" 

4 | Gar, Cao wlecdds of chings that are _ 

 # ſyture. And a great and jnvincible Argue.  - 1 

| men of this, are God's Prediftions of fu- 2 

F ture cuntingent things, which were fn; 4 
| wards ſulfilled. As for inſtance : \Figſt, _ 
' God faid to Moſes, Exod. ; jure 

| that the King of Egypt will oy let you» bo. Bs. 

* and lo .it came to. paſs. OO: 

» 2 Y TY 2; 


344536,0MR 


= 22' God" forthels' the Deftrudtion! of the £ 

EC mh tes; Deut: 4. '25 « When thou ſhall bepet 

Fen Cby es Children, jy ſhalt have'remaind | 

-» 7X Tong: tn the Land, Here the Phraſe 7emaind 

boy, according 'to the Hebrew, makes'up - 

>} number 846. for ſo long they enjoy'd 

the' Holy Land, and-then were expelPd for 
their Iniquities ; which depended upon 
their Free-wills. '' 

3: The 28th. Chap. of Det.” contains 
ſome Prophecies, which were fulfill'd un- 
der the firſt and ſecond Temple. © I have 
reared largely of theſe in my Book, of the 
 Djvm. of Moſess Law, from whence 1 
ſhall borrow ſome things now: The 28ch.. 
Chap. of Deur. wherein the Curſes againſt I 
the rebellions *7/aelites are inſerted, is di- 
vided intro. two patts, begitining at the 
15. ©. and ſo to' the 49th. and from thence 

"ro the end. ' Thus they begin, Cirrſed ſhalt 

thou *be in the City, 8c. 'the Reaſon is pre- 

ſently added; v. 20. Becauſe of the wicked. | 

neſs. of thy hip s, whereby hen bajr forſaken i 
= Te, 1. e. forl folarry, which - was -noti , 
F- _*olis underthe rft Temple ; for thatPhraſe IÞ 
| #to forſake, always ſignifies in'Scriprure/to IÞ 
EE forſa ke God, and to worſhip -Idols.' Sort 
BY 4 pllows, The Lord fhall make the 'Peſtilence ÞÞ. 
© eltave wito thee, &c. The Lord fhall cauſe 
BE” -5 thee to be ſmitten be fore thine Enemies, thot 
"5 ' ſhalt go out one way againſt them, and flee 
> = Fry" Ways 16s them, which and not hap- $ 
- "ee pe 
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"ren under the fecond Cas (for then 
[ were ſtrong and'valiane) bur. under 
{rhe firſt. Hence 1/3jab, (lamenting, the 
| great” weakneſs. of the People) fays, Chap. 
# 22. 3. All that are found in thee are bound ' 
| ropether, which have fled from far. As to 5+} 
| what relates to the other Curſes, the Tevs = 
| were ſadly ſenſible of their Events, in the 
| feſt Calamities that fell. upon them, as-in 
| the Captivity of Reuber God, balf the 
| Tribe. of J4anafſeh, 40d, in. other Captivi- ; 
| ties of the Tribe of TE, Then, was 
fulfil d that Curſe, Y.. 30. Thou ſhalt be. + © 
| troth a Wife, and anole 47. ſhall lie with 
I | ber. Bit when it 1s ad,”y » 36. The. Lord. 
| ſhall bring thee and_thy. King, aptich” Thou . 
| ſhalt ſet over thee, unto a Natzon which mej- 
| ther thou nor thy Fathers have. known ; and 
| there ſhalt thoy ſerve other-Gods,, Word and 
| Stone, no. doubt but this. muſt be_under- 
| Toad af Zedekiab , and Tehoiakim,. who 
Þ were Caprives in  Babylonia,, which ; Was 
Þ a Lgnd- unknown, to them, and where 
L "mhe&Fworſhip? d Idols. And, "the? afrer the 
1 'Conquelt' of the Haly Land, a remnant (-, BY 
| the. People was. left, yer it is ſajd concern- * "0g 
ing them, v.38. Thou ſhzlt carry much.  - oY 
| out. into the Field, and jhalt. gather, but littl 


ie” 
; ; "4 GN. 43:, The ſtranger that i 1s withen 


q "ow get up above thee Very wk ; which | 
" be underſtood of. the amaritans, - t 4 
- "who the King of Aſſyria, drove out of. © 

&  Samaria, © : 
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[= hou f rvedſ# not the Lord thy God, &*c. fo 


end of the Earth, as ſwift as the Eagle flj- 
eth, a Nation whoſe Tongue thou ſhalt not 
 wnderſtand : 2 Nation of fierce Countenance, 
&c. Ir 8 obſervable thar the word Nation 

is here thrice mention'd; for three times Fe- : 

_  ruſalem felt rhe Power of the Romans, (wheti 
-. they bore an Eagle for their Enfign.). Firſt Þ| * 
- when the Roman: defird the afliſtance of F 
Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulzs, (the Sons of Alex IÞ_ 
 #nder) againſt Pompey.” Afterwards: when || * 
* Sofies ſuccour'd Herod againſt Antigone, | 
rhe Son of Arifobulus, Laſtly, when the 
City was belieg d, and together with the | * 
Temple utterly . deſtroy'd, by Veſpajian | 
and his Son Titzs. Wherefore when Me- 
es, fays, A Nation (hall come fromwWfur, W- 
it muſt be underftood of Rowe 3 and fro || 
$H FA "the end of the Earth, it muſt be undef ſtood 
of thoſe Nations, which Yeſpaſias ſent for &Þ- 
ro afliſthim, our of England, Frante, Spais i 
 - and other parts of the World. In theſe. 
Wars, all che Evils and Calamitjes that 
_Wwers foretold, happend totheFews. 1. Fi 
«mine, 4.53. 24ly. Greac Diftreſs,v.3,7. 34, | 
ue. | Plagues, 


' 4 | Pf the Term of Life. ' Ws 


T plagues, V. 59. 4ly. a vaſt Diminution .of 
the People, v. 62..51y. a Deſolation, v. 63.. 
Þ To which may be added, the 6th; Evil,- a 
i Forgerfulneſs of their Religion, v.64. which [ 
chiefly come to pals, in. this preſent. Gap- 
nity, by Reaſon of _the- ſad Calamiiies 
which the Fews undergo in France, Eng- 
land and Spain. Laſtly, he fays, v. 68. 4 
Lord ſhall bring thee into Egypt again "with 
; ſlips. Though V eſpaſi an baniſh'd the Jews 
-nto ſeveral Countries, yet Egypt only - 1s 
-nam'd tro their Diſgrace, as if he; wayld 
ſay, ye ſhall be carried Captive into-that: 
| Land, out of which. ye came with-Tri- 
; umph. Here Moſes makes an end of the: 
| Curſes of the People, but returns.tq them. 


*Þþ xt the 39th. Chapter, Afterwards at.che 
| zoth. Chapcer, he Comforts them with the. 
hopes of Bleſlings, and a return from the: 
- AR parts of the Earth, v. 4: In this 
| all the Prophets imitate Moſes, who, after _ 
| a Repetition of a Catalogue of affliftions, 
| Pont come upon them, . ſubzoyn ſome 


confolarory Hopes ; upon which Account 

the Talmudiſts report, That R. Aquibs 

Jaught ar the Deſtruttion of the Temple, 

Wien all the reſt of the wiſe Men lamen- 

| ted. And being askd the Reaſon of ir, he 

| anſwer'd, After a Storm comes a Calm, when | 
Ft eſe Evils are over we may expect ſome : 
l good ; for God as certainly brings one as $3 

phe other. 
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' Moſes was-to 


"&ypt was foretold 6c0 years - before it 


was begun. This Prophecy was fulfill'd 
in the' time of Onia' the Hight Prieſt, Þ 


Sts place,-rto the moſt 
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5, God foretold that the Song which 


To verified in -their Poſterity to - this 
ay. Pls 


-SECT.'4. We read in the Scripture 
of many things that- came to paſs, -which 
were foretold ſeveral years before. 

--x: In” Foſhua 6.26. which happen'd 
many years after in- the Reign of Aba. 


x King, 16. 34. | I» bis days did Hiel the 


Beth-elite build Fericho; he laid the Toun- 


dation thereof in Abiram his firſt born, and | 


ſet nh the gates-in- his youngeſt Son Segub.. 
2. The 'bullding' of - a Tewple' in E- 


who having obtain'd leave of Prolerny, 


and | Cleopatra. erefted a Temple ' at a. 
place-call'd-Brbajias. 7. Foſephas (in his. 


lates the words of Onias, May it pleaſe your 


. Majeſties to grant me the favour ts puriſie 
that Temple which is Dedicated to no Deity, | 
and is fallen down, and to build another m | 
NS high God, m the fame | 
| form and bigneſs of that which is at feruw- | 
 fakemm, where we ſhall pray for the ſaſety-of | 
EE "I JOY 
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-to ſpeak to them, ſhould not be | 
forgotten, Dent. 31. 21. | And this has: 
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| ereted an Altar tothe Honour and Glory 
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'Þ jou and your Children, that the Fews, who 


| kn by Hezekiah. Now theſe Forces Sen- 
Þ nacherib had> levy'd out bf e£rhjopia and 
| Epypt : Hence it came to paſs, that theſe 


| {/a:ab, Chap. 19. 18. 1n that day 


| Jews, and the building of the ſecond Tem... * 


fie Perfans, ir was. thus foretold of this 
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| live in Egypt, and reſorting thither, for their _ 
* pivis Convenience, may be more uſeful to you. 
| For Iſaiah the Prophet foretold, that there 7 
| ſhould be an Altar. to the Lord in the midſt of 
"the Land of Egypt, Chap. 19. 19. In this. 
| Circumſtance our-Rabbms agree with Fo- 
| ſephas, for they refer theſe words to this. 
Temple. But in Seder Olam they are of a 
Contrary Opinion there they ſay, Thar at- 
ter the Viftory which God gave them o- 
yer the Aſſrians, great part of them char 
\ were left were carried Captive to Ternſa- 


' Men being convinc'd by the Greatneſs of _ 
| the Miracle embrac'd the Jewiſh Religion”. 
and returning into their own Countrey, 


| of God. And when Friendſhip and Com- 
| merce began to increaſe among,them, and 
| theFews,they by degreesatquir'd the know-.. 
| ledge of our Language, according to that of 
ſhall five 
| Cities in the Land of Egypt ſpeak the Law 
| grape of Canaan. "Thus this Prophecy was 
| plainly fulfill'd. Wat 

| 2, Long before the Reſtoration of the 


| ple: by the Command of Cyrus, King 
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Cyrus, Ifaiah 44. 28. That ſaith of Cyrus he Þ 5 
is my Shepherd , and ſball perform all my 
Pleaſure, even ſaying to Feruſalem, thou ſhalt | « 
= be built; and to the Temple thy Poundatin 
| ſhall be laid, he fays to the Temple, Thu }} , 
|. (halt be founded, not thou ſhalt be built: Þ ;, 
} ' The Reaſon is this, becauſe of the Accu | 
 fations,and Complaints of Rehum and Shim- Þ} ; 
-——— » ſhaz (in the Reign of Cyrus) the Temple I} 
was not finiſh'd,. (only the Foundation 
laid) ill the ſecond year of Darizs, which 
was 22 years after. But when Cyr had 
given abundance of Gold and Silver to- 
wards the Re-edification of the Temple, 
and had releasd a great many Slaves; 
therefore it is ſaid in the next Chapter, 

__ V. 13. I have rais'd him . up in Righteouſneſs, 
and I will dire all his ways, be (hall build 
"my City, and ſhall let go my Capiives, mt 
' for Price, nor Reward , ſaith the Lord. of 

Hofts. 

\. 4. It was likewiſe foretold by the Pro- 
pher, thatThe Temple ſhould be deſtroyd-. 
Lo the fews. themſelves : For after the te- 
dious Lamentations of the People in the 
time of the Captivity, heedds theſe words, 
Ciap. 49. 14.: But Zion ſaid the Lord hath 

forſaken nie, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Þ 
"Thy Children ſhall make haſte ; thy Deſtroz- | 
Ers,and they that made thee waſt ſhall go forth 
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of thee, V. 17. This was fulfill'd when S+- ] F 
mou and fonarban, and others by their 
| | | ' inteſting $ Y 
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- inteſtine Seditions, haſten'd the DeſtruQi- | 
on of the Temple. Whence F. Joſephs 
I X Ks thus of the Wars of the 7 ewWs, B. Je ' i xo 
= 4. Who « ignorant of the Writings of the 
| ancient Prophets, and their Prophecies, where= \, 
' im this wretched City ts foretold to be-deffroy'd 
by thoſe that being born Tews, murder our 
* own Nation,' and now not only the City, but 
' the Temple is full of the dead Bodies ? 
' 5. 1/aiahthe Prophet faith, Chap..5 4.17. 
= No Weapon that is form'd againſt thee ſhall 
I proſper ; and every tongue that ſhall riſe a- 
| painſt thee in Fudgment, thou ſhalt condemn. 
8 This ts the beritage of the ſervants of the 
\ i Lord, and their Righteouſneſs is of me ſaith the 
Lord. This Prophecy was alſo fulfil'd, for 
almoſt all Nations have opposd the Jewiſh. 1 
Taw, ſome by Arguments, and ſome by,. . +: 
'Þ Force. Therefore it is faid, no Weapon (of . 
| War) and every Tonzue, &c. For Writers 
in the midſt of their | Endeayours have 
E wanted Succeſs. Then ſays the Prophet, 
| ſhall not Proſper, &c. This is manifeſtly ve- 
| rified in the Example of Nebachadnezzar, 
| who ſeduc'd all the Fews to worſhip Idols, 
F except Daniel, Hananiah, Miſhael, and Aza- 
F riab, who did not renounce /their Religi- 
on. Bur -what was the Conſequence ? 
© God inflicted condign Puniſhment upon 
*F#he King, and Truth was reſtor d again, 
The Grecians alſo were no leſs cruel. and 
Tevere to the Jews: For they compell'& 
K F-2% the: 
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them to. Heci the Sabbath, nll omic i F: 
; Circumciſion , but what was worſe ,w 
write upon their Garments , We heve n» Þ 
Portion in the Lord God of Iſrael. And ? 
theſe words they were forc'd to burn in. 
to the Horns of their Oxen, if: they would Þ 
make uſe of them, After this 'manner the Þ 
Fews . were perſecuted for 52 years ; at: 
laſt God revengd himſelf upon Antioch, 
and all the Grec:ans, by the Subverſion of 
the Empire and the Laws, while the. 
7ews preſerv'd theirs. In remembrance of 
fo rigorous a Perſecution , the old Men, | 
whenſoever.they relate, the Edidts of the i 
Gracians againſt theFews, always conclude 
with this Speech, And let Peace be upon 
Tſracl, And here I may ſpeak of Ema- 
zue!, King of Portugal, What Advantape 
was it to him, to compel the Fews by 
Cruelty to become Chriſtians ? He was ſo 
far from advancing his Intereſt by it, that 
it was a Vaſt Prejudice to his King don : 
For the Nation was almoſt PB ha 
the Fews retiring into ſuch Countries, 
where they might be more Civilly treated, 
and where they might more freely exer- 
ciſe their Religion. Beſides, he died with- 
in a few years aſter ; and after all, he did Þþ 
not. obtain ſo much Honour by it as he iÞ 
expected. Oſorius, the Kings Hiſtoriogra# 
pher /ib.1. ſeems torebuke him very ſharp- 'Þþ 
ly ang freely for that thing, when he ris | , 
@ 


ey 
$3; 
Wa 
25 


| 


© This was done. neither out of Law. or. Reli- 
= giov. What then? Do you endenvour-to 
W o/ige a Contumaciow People. 10 believe thoſe 
things, which they ſo much deſpiſe and ab» . 
W bor ? Do you pretend to abridgg the Freedom 
of Man's Wall, and check unruly Minds? —- : 
B But that is impoſſible, neither does Chriſt, the 3 
* moſs Holy God, approve of it. He deſires @ - 
, || voluntary, not a compulſive, Sacrifice from © 
f WW us, neither would . he have our Con{ciences 
> i i19p9s'd upon, but that our Wills ſhould be in- 
f I wited, and courted to the PraFice of true Re- 
, | #2402 7 and in another place, he calls this 
> | Action wicked and unjuſt. See how..the 
> © Prophets Prediction is fulfill'd in him, ſhal/ 
3 W nt Proſper, viz, while he endeavours. to 
- F compel the Fews to renounce their Reli- 
| gion. Hither may we refer what is men- 
| tion'd in Solomon's Song, Chap. 6.13. Re- 
| turn, Return, O Shulamite.: Return, Return, 
| that we may look upon thee. What will ye 
| ſee.gn the Shulamite ?\ As \it were the Com- 
| pany of two Armies, It is four times ſaid. 
" Return, in reſpect of the four Monarchies, 
| under . which the : 1ratlites liv'd : For the 
Jews are this perfect Shulamite, For 
-F as much as the Gernriles endeavour'd to. 
| divert us from the Worſhip 'of the true 
| God, by. the Promiſes of honourable and 
© noble Rewards ; yet the Shulamite coura- 
"F-gcouſly anſwers, That he does not value all 
| the Honours they propoſe: For they are =} 
_ F 4 "much - Þ 
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b % F; I: inferior to thoſe Honours, which” F 
 _ were exhibited on Mount Siaz, to which © 


NY  bimſelf, Pal. 68. ” This is very re. . j 
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the | Hoſts of 1/7ae, and the Angelick Þþ 
Choire approach'd , d, as David expreſſes 1 


markable, that the Laws of Plato, Lycurs : 
gu5,and other ſuch fwiſe Men are quite Þ 
decay:d, while Moſes's Statutes continue 
to this very time, and-whoſe Rires and 
| Ceremonies are obſerv'd by ſeveral Poop, 


6. Many things likewiſe have come to i 
paſs which where foretold by Ezekiel long 
before; as that in Chap. 22. 15. And T will 
ſcatter thee among the Heathen, ana diſperſe 
Thee m the Countries, and will conſume thy 
Filt hineſs out of thee. This muſt be un-/: 
derſtood 'of the Fewiſh Captivity under 
the Romans, not Nebuchadnezgar : For chen 
the Fews were nct diſpers'd into all parts 
of the World, neither were they free from 
Pollution, by Reaſon of their Marriages Þ 
with Strangers, and the Profanation of | 
the Sabbath and other Sins: Wherefore | 
they were once more lead into Captivity | 
by the Romans, and then ſcartter'd all over 
"the World, after that the Rimans had fab- | 
- dued other Nations, and reconcifd them ? 
by.che Mildneſs of their Government : O- E 
therwiſe it would have been no eaſie mat-". : 
ter to vanquiſh the Fews by force. Aﬀer F 
na the Romans had Ra cacks them, and F 
7M turnd L 
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: Tyr d rn out of Doors, they ſettl'd hs 
| elves in Spain, Italy, Africk, England, and 
4 peer Countreys; ſo that it might bejuſtly 
FF kid of them, (as it was of the Trojans ) 
Fthat they ſhould eſteem it an Honour to 
be baniſh'd out- of their own Countrey, 
| For before their Dominion was confind, but 
| now they were Lords of all the World. In 
| the fame manner- the F 7ews after their 
| Baniſhment, (like Plants which are re- 
| mov'd ) were admitred into the moſt po- 
| pulous Cities, and ſeated in the ſecu- 
Teſt Parts of 'em. . We know by Experi- 
ence that thoſe Cities have flouriſh'd moſt, 
| where the Fews have livd, upon this Ac- 
' FF count, becauſe they are very much in- 
/' din'd to promote the Trade of Merchan= 
| dize. Thus we fee that che Trade of Ls- 
| Þ bor has mightily decay'd ſince the Jews 
| | were baniſh'd from thence. 

| . SG Ezekiel in Chap. 36. 13. ſeems to, 
| | Eorecell that Calumny which was faſten'd 
A | upon ſome of the Fews, that they Sacris 
> | ficed Children, and then drank their Blood: 
Bur this ſlander is not unlike that which | 
* | the Gentiles caſt upon the Chriſtians, of 
: | their eating Infants, and drinking Men's 
F: | Blood, as is plain in Tertullian's Apology, 
7 | Pineda? s Eccl. Hiſt. B. 11, c. 32. and Juſtin 
£ ws: who for this Reaſon wrote an A- 
F pology for the Chriſtians to Antoninus, Eu- 
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4 nop of Cz/area, ( B.5.c.1.) alſo _ 
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| _  aſperſstheChriſtians for eating Man's fleſh. Þ-i 
* Bur chus it is, Ambitious and envions Men 


' - gre eaſily provekd to ſlander. Thereforelet Þ- 
 Fobn Langizs ( in the 7 1ft Epiſt. of his firſk Þ 

\ B. ) fay what he pleaſes. But I foleminly 
proteſt before the God of 1/rael, the Ma- 
ker of Heaven and Earth, in whoſe Pre- 
- ſence I fland, that the Fews are fo farfrom 
Sacrificing Children, or eating Men's Fleſh, 
and drinking their Blood, that they have Þ 
no Sacrifices at all, and utterly abhor the Þ 
uſe of any Blood. Though indeed: the 
Law of God does not prohibit abſtinence 
from all kind of Blood, but only rhar df 
Beafts and Birds; yet in obedience to the 
Dodtrine of the Rabbins, they even abſtain Þ 
from that of Fiſh. Nay, if they perceive © 
the leaſt Particle of Blood in an Egg, they iÞ 
throw it away. And if while they are 
eating diſcern the leaft Drop: of Blood on 
their Meat, or Bread, ( which may pro- 
ceed from the Tenderneſs of their Gums ) i 
they will not” touch it any more, tiJl it 1s 6 
deans'd, or rather, they fling .it away. 
How is it probable then, that they would, 
drink the Blood of Men, when they can't Þ 
endure any Blood in their Vittuals ? | 2 

8. That prediction was. verified which F 
is ſpoken of in Hoſze, C. 3. 4. For the Chil- Þ 
dren of Iſrael ſbail abide many days without «a 
King, and without @' Prince, and without @ 
42 0 Sacrifice, 
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Þ Sovrife 6&c.* And this ſeems:to -be Fk. 
tondition at preſent ; and becauſe this was 
to continue any 4ays, therefore Zion ſays, 
* The Lord bath forſaken me, and my Lord bath 
| Faw me, Ia. 49. 14 . Thus Devid alfo 
| fadly complains of chis: thing toGod, Pal. 

I $9. 20. to the End. 
|... 9. The Prophet Amos forerells the miſe 
| rable Captivity of- the Fews under Titar, 
| Chap. 1.9. This prediftion is meant of 
| thoſe, who eſcaping the Hands of Titar, 
Land flying by Paleſtine, and the Borders of 
ETjrns, were apprehended by the Tyrians, 
and ſent back to Zdown, i.e. to Titms and 
| bis Army: They forggtting the Cove- 
| nant which their Fathers had made with 
the 1/raelizes, whom they call'd Brethren, 
| #5 is expreſs'd in 1 Kings 9g. 13. What Ci 
| ties are theſe which thou baſt giuen me, my 
| Brother 2 
10. fonas ſaid, Ch. 3.4. Att farty days 
W | and Nineveh ſhall be deſtroyed This Pro- 
| Phecy alſo had its Event ; for it: 
| ditional, viz. unleſs it would repo: 
© their Repentance was the Cauſe of: God's 
altering his Sentence, and :averting that 
| Deſtruction which he threathed. 

11, Haggai the Prophet ſays, Ch. 2. 9. 
The Glory of this latter Houſe ſhall be greater 
| thay of the former, ſaith the Lord pf Hoſts, 
| ad in this place will I give Peace. Some 
Wrderfiang, by the tatter Houſe, a third - 
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76 "Menaſſch Ber-Ifrael, | 
- Temple, which the Fews expet. For 
- they think if the Prophet had meant E/- I 
dras's Temple, he would have faid the Se. I 
cond, not the Latter ; becauſe by ſaying (| 
the Latter, he implies a Middle one: An- | 
other reaſon of their Opinion is, becauſe 
it is ſaid, I this place will T give peace: 
Now, fay they, under. the Second there 
were a great many Wars. Others under- 
ſtand 'it of the ſecond Temple, among 
whom are R. David Kimchi, and moſt of 
the Antients, For this ſeem'd to excell | 
the former ; Firſt, in reſpeft of Duration, 
becauſe that laſted bur 410, and this-420 
Years. 2ly, in reſpect of the great Eſteem 
it was in among Foreign Princes. Laſtly, 
upon the Account of the great Preſents 
| that they made to it. For Darius and 
Artaxerxes generouſly beſtow'd ſeveral 
Gifts towards building the Te vple, and 
Divine Sacrifices.” Alexander the Great 
highly reverenc'd the Chief Prieſt, and Þ 
defir'd that he would offer Sacrifices to God | 
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| prieft in > DOA! of his 2th at bs vol 
"when the Fes and the Samaritans diſpu- 4 
"ted, before Alexander the Great, about the 
| Honour and Dignity of the Temple; ſays _ '} 
{ be, This Temple has been much reverencd 
| by all the Kings of | 4/ia, who have be- { 
| ſtow'd upon it many noble-Donatives.. We = 
| read in F, Foſephus contr. Appion, that ? 
; | Ptolemy Evergetes, after his Conqueſt of 
| I Syria, offer'd Sacrifices at Feruſalem after 
e | the 7exiſb manner to the true God, and 
| | not to Idols. Pompey the Great did not 
| dare to touch, much leſs to rifle, rhe Trea- A 
fury of the Temple. It was a Miſtake of * | 
\ | Cicero's (in his Orar pro Plan,) and Sr. Au- - 
| guſt in's too, to ſay that he did nat do ir, 
; | becauſe he would not be thought too am- 
| & bitious. I am ſure this Reaſon is. too ab- 
| | furd; for he might have done ir, if he plea- 
| | {&d, by the Law of Arms, | Bur the true 
| | Cauſe of his forbezrance, was the' mighty 
| || Yeneration which he had entertain'd for- 
| | the Temple Philo the Few, out of a-Let- 
Lter of Agrippa's to the Emperour-Cazzs, 
reports theſe things, Ceſar Aug. ( out of 
) FF reſpett ro the Temple ) commanded that a 
{Sacrifice ſhould be offer'd every day our of - 
' his own Revenue. And Fulis. Auguſta, 
. Fhis Conſort, beltow'd ſeveral magnificent 
'Gifts upon it. It was alſo much oblig'd 
to the Generoſity of Cleopatra, Cugen of 
= T ern: every Year of higR 
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. ferd to God out of his Tribute; and fo 
did Nero. But when Eleazar very impru- 
dently refus'd to admit of Nero's. Sacrifice; 
+. the/Emperour chang'd his mind, and orie- 
vouſly perſecuted the Fews. I ſhall nor 
make mention of thoſe, who, ſeing" the 
Religion of the Fews, were converted” to 
_ the Worſhip of the trne God. It is very 
remarkable, that- all the time that Herod 
was building the Temple it did not rain, 
which was done (no doubt) for the grea- 
ter Honour of it. All that 1 have faid Þþ 
| here was to ſhew, that the'\ Prophecy of |Þ 
Haggai is to be underſtood of the Second 
Temple. 


- SECT. 6. There are other Prophecies 
likewiſe which were exacily rultfilid: | 
+I, Daniel not only foretold the four 

Monarchies which ſhould Rule over Fe- 

7uſalem, bur he expreſs'd the very Quali- 
ties- and Nature. of them. For one part 
of that Image -('that was repreſented 
to him compounded of four ſeveral Me- 
tals) which was Gold, denoted the King- 
dom of Babylon, and that exceeded all the 
reſt in Power. That part which was Sil- 
ver ſignified the Kingdom of the 2:ges, 
but this was not ſo extenſive. That which 
was Braſs ſignified the Grecian Empire, Þ 

NEalne (by the Ex pou | f 4/ exand le = 
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"the keGreat) wasdiffus'd all over the 4 \ 
like that which makes the greateſt ſound. 
| That part which was Iron ſer forth the Ro- 
"man, And for as much as the Feet and 
| Toes were part Clay, and part Iron, that 
3 ſpnified the Roman and Mahometan Em-- 
pires, which would always be at War, and 
& never. make Peace, hke 'Clay and Iron 
{which cannot be mingl'd together. And 
it feems''to be intimated 'in Chap. 2.-v. 43. 
{that theſe two Nations would never agree. 
{All theſe things we have ſeen falfilPd. -But 
here we muſt take notice, that the Prophet: 
immediately mentions the Golden' Statue 
WE which Nebuchadnezzar ſet up, on purpoſe 
tthar his Subjets ſhould worſhip ic. Now 
tthis was not without a Reafon. For the 
King. conſidering that the Image which'he 
thad-ſeen- in his Dream, denoted the four 
{Monarchies, and that the firſt was his own 
which he now enjoy'd, reſolv'dto fruſtrate. 
the Deſign of Heaven ; upon which Ac- 
count he. order'd a Golden Statue to bs 
| made, and commanded his Subjefts to 
worſhip it, thinking by this means 'he 
ſhould erigage the Hearts of the commorr 
Fe oye, aad not only erernize his own” 
lame; but eſtabliſh his Kingdom for ever. 
Bur, alas! God's deſi ons are not fo eaſily 
fioppointed by humane Contrivances. 
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] | : | - Dream of the Tree afrer this manner, C. 4. 
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\ 26 Daniel interprets Neouchadnezz2r'g | 


V. 25. They ſhall drive thee from Men, and | 
thy dwelling ſhall be with the Beaſts of the. 
Field, &c. and fo it came to paſs: For not 
long: after, the King falling into a great fir 


of Melancholy, left his Palace, and ſhun'd 


the Sighc and Converſation of Men, and 
livd ſeven Years in a Wilderneſs, taking 
no care at all of himſelf: So char his Hair 


-was. grown like Eagle's Feathers, and his 


Nails like Bird's Claws. This is the true 


- meaningof the Prophecy, not that he was |; 


really rurn'd into a Beaſt as ſome imagine, 
like the Fables of Ovid, and other Poets. 
For: if that bad been, he would not have 
thought of God, of Repentance, and A- 
mendment of Life, and earneſtly implor'd 
the Mercy of God, which he "and 
obtain'd ; Ix is che AQ of a rational mind, 
which be would not have had, if he had 
been-a Beaſt. Becauſe a rational and ir- 
rational mind cannot be in one and the 
ſame Subj:CQ, atthe ſame time. 

43 While Belſhazar was feaſting with 
his Lords, an Angel's hand was-feen wri- 
-ring upon the Wall; this the' wife Men 


could neither read nor underſtand, becauſe | 


they read it the WOE way. 
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- But when Dante! came he read it right, and 
Jinterpreting it ſaid to the King,God hath num<- 
bred thy Kingdom, and Gail 2 it. Thou art 
weighd in the Balances and art found wanting. 
Toy King dom 1s divided and given to the Medes 
md Perſians, Dan.5. And theſe things truly 
came upon him, for abuſing the Veſſels of 
the Temple. For the Eunuchs believing 
the Prophecy, cut off his Head the next 
Night, and carried it to the Perſians, (who 
had been vanquiſh'd the day before) and 
advis'd them to ſeize upon the Government. 
The Per{ians diſcerning God's Providence, 
and the Vertue of Daniel, were very fa- 
yourable to the Fews upon this Account. 
4. After a conſideration of the four Mo- 
Frarchics from the Viſion of the Lion, the 
| bear, the Leopard, and the terrible Beaſt, 
"Chap. 9. heſays, the ſecond Beaſt (which 
=_ the Perſi w_ Empire ) had 7hree 


Ribs: 


Wy 


of 2 * Menaſſch —_— 


® Ribs in the Mouth of it, in as much as the 
"Por an, Median, and Babylonian united in. 
to one. Now becauſe Cyrus was ſuckld 
by a Birch, therefore he ſays, his Subjetts - 


would fay by reaſon of his Cruelty, Ariſe, 


eat much Fleſh.. The third Beaft ( which 
repreſented the third Monarchy ) he fays I 
had four Heads, which denoted the four 

Generals that ſucceeded Alexander the 
Great. The fourth and fierceſt Beaſt (ſer- 
ting forth the Romans ) he ſays, had ten_ 
Horns, ' becauſe from 7ulizs Cz/ar to T. 
Veſpaſian ( who deſtroy'd feruſalem) there 
were ten Emperours. Some there are 


Who by the little Horn, which was in that 


Beaſt, underſtand the Pope of Rome. Thus 
| kewiſe was this Prophecy fulfill'd. 

5. After this, Daniel! propheſies nomore 
in the Chaldee Tongue but in the Hebrew, 
becauſe both the Babylonian Empire, and 
the 70 Years Captivity of the Fes were 
6 ir'd. In this Language he relates the B 

ifion of the Ram, c. 8s. having two Horns, |, 
which repreſent the Perſia» Empire, un- 
der Darius, and the Med:zn under Cyrus. 
This Ram ( which came out of the Eaſt ) Þ*® 
tbe fays, wag'd War with the'other three 
parts of the World; and fo it came to paſs. 


For out of the Weſt it was oppos'd by an BF 
. . He Goat, which was Alexander the Great; I® 
who ray juſtly Claim that Sir-name, if we Jv 
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compare him with Darius, whom he con-« 
querd. The Prophet intimates the Power 
of Alexander by the notable Horn that the 
| Goat had between'his Eyes. And he [mote 
the Ram, in as much as when he was both 
n che flower of. his Life and his Kingdom, 
he loſt them both. hen be was ſtrong the 


great Horn was broken : For AleXander ths - 


Great ( as Plutarch informs us ) being at 
Babylon, and having given Audience to ſe- 
freral Ambaſtadours, was there poiſon'd by 

- PB 4ntipater's Sons. The Prophet adds, that 

four notable Horns came up in the room of that 
which was broken, by which he means the 
four Generals, who ſucceeded Alexander. 
Again, he ſays, that out of one of theſe came 
forth a little Horn, Which repreſents Antic- 


' 
S 


ſew the Prieſts, and the Holy Men, and 
took away their daily Sacrifice, which is 
noted in theſe words ; I: caſt down ſome of 
@ ite Hoſt of Heaven. | | 

5, | 6. In the next place follows Dane!'s Pro- 
1. fiptiecy of the 50 Weeks, of which there 
;, ate various -Explications; for Authors 


) wonderfully differ in reckoning their Num- 
e er. See Darn. 9. 24. to the End, where 


fllte Prophecy is fer down. In order to 
ome Explication of it, I muſt needs -fay, 
e: Iftar'by comparing this Prophecy with the 


G 2 rrous 


thus Epiphanes, who took Feruſalem and 


Ipecedent ones, Darie! ſeems to be much 


«> art 
bn " : 


bs Bens 
> * 
©". 4 


rf Vac wank TR BS. @ 4s, Bn ET GE Fes WY-F-g: 41. #, S p WT” © I ESSE LA 46 OR : 
E # es V7 bs bs 3 5 "75 2. 2 eM x7 = WR Jas 44 26%. TE FAIRE 4 "FEY IE + 
x fe” "Waf6> 2x08 £ $47 "Cs; "IEP", nu VET OI INY, 2 3 INT Nw $1 0 re, » MH TS "WON Eee 4 b "_y * M08; Ge A TR ra * C9, 
a S\s uu "Ss. os : , St MI RE of IDS tg fd» q oO OILS 2 OE. Vy, 2. 0 LR Lora t i” os” 1 $6 IT TS ds by I I 
E c > T z Q 4-4 4 4 ADS. 6, ARY:.. : y W437. 1 Lv NP OL Wn - ah. HEY Rd. , ob TI. 
\ Wt i N » : JT TONE 4, . p 4 "B10 : 4 
RN IL NE Wk. Es 0s” a TIN lk a 
. a 3 © ' ; % I 
v, | 
. . 
3, \ * . :; 
4 p \ 
y s 
\ __ " 
234 $ . 
= 
q 
£ 
"4 . 
* y \ / 


» troubld about the four Monarchies, and 
{ thoſe Calamities which were to fall upon 
= the Jews, and beſides, becauſe he receiy'd 
j this Command, c. 5. v.26. Shut thou up 
the Viſion, for it ſhall be for many days. They 

' next words denote his Concern, v. 27. If | 

| fainted and was ſick many days. He tells us fp 
 »likewiſe, He was aſtoniſh'd at the Viſion, ani hf 
that none underſtood it. On one fide he was; 
conſidering, the Expiration of the 7o Years, iſ 
When the Jews would be releasd fromff F 
+ their Captivity; on the other ſide he was e 
thinking of the diſmal Oppreſlions of the 1, 
 Fews under the four Monarchies; andÞ} 
then he was afraid, that the Captivity i 
would laſt longer by reaſon of the Wicked-B 
neſs of the People. Then it follows, c. 9.7 

I Daniel underſtood by Books the number of Þ 
the years, whereof the word of the Lord came a 

ro Jeremiah . the Prophet, that he would ar 
compliſh To Years in the Deſolation of JeruleN 
lem. Immediately after this he pray d,v4#t 
And I pray'd unto the Lord my God, becauleſſ( 
God is ſometimes mov d by Prayer. to re-flw 
voke his Decrees, Afloon as he had done 
praying, an Angel ſtood by him, and ſaid 
w.- 1 am now come forth to give thee skill ana ww 
EE '  derſanding, v.22, Then he ſpeedily. addsy 
V V. 24. 70 Weeks are determin'd, &c. Hei q 
he is inform'd of the preſent Liberty,” andy 
the furure miſerable Captivity of the Foy @r 
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I | ple, by which they ſhould be cleans'd from 
n all their Iniquity ; for the Babylonian Cap- 
dF tivity continu'd but 70 Years, which was 
0 F inflicted for their Evil ways in nor obſer- 
CF ving the 7th Year, and not giving reſt to 
I the Land. But the 50 Weeks of Daniel 
8 make up 440 Years. Therefore when he. 
4 & faith, they are determin' d upon thy People to finiſh 
as the Tranſpreſſion, and to make an end of ſims, 
$8 be means, that afrer the End of 44» 
Years, the Captivity of the People ſhall 
| enſue, by whici they ſhall be purg'd from 
Jolatry, Murder and Adultery, which 
are the three greateſt Sins. After this ſhall. 
ſucceed Eternal Righteouſneſs, 2. e. there 
ſhall be no more fin, as I/aiab ſays, 5.60.21. 
Thy People ſhall be all Righteous. And this 
all the Prophets confirm, Daniel moreover 
adds, zo ſeal up the Viſihm and Prophecy ; as | 
-Eifhe would fay, that all the Prophecies 
© ſhould be fulfilled, or elſe he means that 
there would be more Prophecies. For 
God fays in Foel, c. 2. 28. I will pour out 
my Spirit upon all Fleſh,and your Sons and your 
neg Daughters ſhall prophefle. Daniel alſo ſays, 
$! anoint the moſt. Holy,” i. e. the Holy of 
[Holies; for under the ſecond Temple it 
[Was not anointed, becauſe it was not to 
# continue for ever. And after the End of 
[theſe things, Caniel ſays, Prophecy and Sa 
Þ nifices, which we have not new, ſhall be re-) © 
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' The Holy Scripture divides mY 70 
Weeks into three Parts. The firſt contain Þ 
7 Weeks, which make up 49 Yeers: Fr 
from the Deſtruction of che firſt Temple, Þ 
to the building of the Second, ( which was 
done by Cyras's leave) were 49 Years ff 
Now by the anointed Prince, which he ſpeaks} 
of here, he either means the High-Prielt, 
who us'd to, be anointed with Holy Ol Þ 
and is therefore calld Meſſias ; or elf 

Zerubbabel Governour of faudab, and a : 
Prince of the Family of David; or elſe 
Cyru, himſelf, for Iſaiah thus faith of him, 
& M853: Thus ſaith the Lord to his anointed, 

to Cyrus 
The next Diviſion is into threeſcore aa | 
two Weeks, when the Street ſhall be built 
again, v. 25. 1.e, from the firſt Building off 
the ſecond Templ8 to the beginning of its} 
"overthrow ( which was when Veſpaſian 
came into Judee ) ſhall be 434 Years: For 
the 13 Years of Cyrus (under whom they 
began to build it) rhe fix of Artaxerxe, 
and .the two Years Reign of Darius (inf 
whoſe laſt Year it was fimſhd ) make up 
21 Years. Then the Babylonian Capriviyi 
took up 70 Years more. Now if we comfſ 
pure the 414, which were between the {e-F 
cond Year of Darius, and the coming off 
_ FVeſpafian into Fudea, the whole Number 0 
434 Yeats are made up, which'are the 69 
an | Weeks 
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| Weeks of Danie/, As for the expreſſion» 
' im troublous Times, the meaning was ex- 
| plaind by the Event, For when the Fews 
| went-to rebuild the Temple, and laid their 
Arms down by them, they were ſq terri-. 
| fied, that the Enemy oblig'd them to de- 
| fiſt. And they were very ſenſible of the 
| Fury of their Enemies, when the Greclans 
' and Romans aſſaulted them. Danzel, fur» 
| ther ſays, That after ſixty and two Weeks 
| (ball Meſſiah be cut off, but not for bimſelf, 
- which is meant of Agrippa the laſt King of 
| the Jews, For he was flain at Rome by 
| Veſpaſian, as his Son Mumbas was three 
| Years and a half before the DeſtruCtion of 
\ the Temple, as Foſephus teſtifies ; the Ex- 
| preſſion, ct for himſelf, ſignifiez the End 
| of the Kingdom, for after him the/Fews 
| had no other. Then it follows, the Pec- 
| ple of the Prince that ſhall come, ſhall. deſtro 
| the City and the Sanfiuary. Expzrience alſo 
| ſhewd this: For both che City and the. 
\ Temple were deſtroy'd by Titus ; but the 
| Cauſe of the DeftruCtion of the Temple 
| was aſcribd to the Soldiers, becauſe the 
| Emperour all along ſhew'd a Defire to fave 
it: Next is added, The end thereof-ſhall be 
with a Floed; and unta, the End of the War 


Deſolations are determin'd. For from the 


1 beginning to the End of the War ( eſpect- 
| ally while the Seige laſted ) the Jews ſut-. 
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F $8 Menaſſch Bcr-Ifracl, PF 
”  fer\don all fides, both without and with- Þ| i 
in, For not only the Beſiegers, but the | u 
'Befieged deſtroy'd the City, till at length Þ} 
it was quite burnt down. UC 
The laſt diſtinftion of the Weeks is im- ÞÞ v 
ply*d in theſe words, And he ſhall confiim 1 
the Covenant with many for one Weet, For | t 
Titus very often made overtures of Peace ||| t 
to the Jews (in thoſe q Years that the iſ t 
Warcontinu*d) upon condition they would |} z 
obey, and become Tributaries to the Ro- |} t 
mans, as Toſephas relates: And im the midſt Nh | 
of the Week he ſhall cauſe the Sacrifice, and the | * 
Oblation to ceaſe. This likewiſe fo fell out, | 
for by reaſon of the conſtant and terrible | « 
War the Prieſts omitted to offer Sacrifice | 
for three Years and a half together. 4nd 
for the overſpreading of Abominations he ſhall 
make it deſolate. Thus, that place which 
before was conſecrated to the Service of 
God, ſhall become a Receptacle of Filthi- 
neſs and Molatry. Here this Revelation 
concludes, by which God informs Dantel, 
that the Captivity of Babylon was now o- 
ver, but norwithſtanding that, the Few: 
were to undergo a ſeverer Slavery, and to 
endure all the diſmal Calamities and preſ- 
ſing Evils, which were foretold ſhould fall 
upon them under the fourth Monarchy. 
The Few: of this Age interpret this | 
Prophecy ſgveral ways, but when we by 43 
"+ FI OY s fleet 
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let upon the obſcurity of it, we ke not 
' wonder at their various Opinions. There 
were ſome who imagin'd , that after the 
: Concluſion of the ſeventy Weeks ,the Meſſias 
* would appear, and deliver to them the 
| Dominion of the whole World. This was 
'the Opinion of thoſe who engag'd againſt 

| the Romans at that time.' And though 

\ they were exposd to many great Dangers 
and Hardſhips, yet theig, ExpeCtation of 
the Meſſias continued, becauſe they fan- 
fied, that he would come in the midft of 

Þ all their AMiQions. Wherefore thoſe 
words, To finiſh the Tranſpreſſi on, tney, fo 
expound, as if after the end of the ſeven» 
ty Weeks, their Sins ſhould be forgiven 
them. Others that diſſent from theſe, un- 
derſtand the Prophecy of the Deſtruftion 

of the Fews; and for that Reaſon would 

* Not fight at all. But when Titzs way Suc- 
\ ceſsfu!, they acknowtedged him for their 
Sovereign. And theſe rhe rather ſeem to ac. 
| commodate rhe Prophecy to Ye/paſian, be- 
cauſe of the unhappy Fortune of their 
| Countrey. F. Foſephus is of this Opinion, 
in the Wars of the Jews, B.7.c.12. His 
| Words are theſe: That which chiefly en- 
courag d them to go 10 War, was an obſcure 

, Prepkin (recorded in the Scripture) that one 
[1 ; of their Neighbouring Princes, ſhould be Mas- 

| fer of all the World about that time. Wow 

F' under- 
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underſtood -it of themſelves, and many wiſe 

. Afen were deceivd by this Interpretation ; 

For in truth, the Prophecy clearly meant the 
Empire of Veſpaſnan, who was created Em- 

peror in Fudega. But there are ſome Men that 

can t avoid their fate, though they foreſee it. 

So ſome interpreted the Signs one way, and 
ſome another, till their Folly was confuted by 

their own, and their Countries rain. To this 
belongs the Obſervation of Tacitus, B. 5. 
of his Hiſtory. A great many were per- 
ſwaded, that the Prieſts in their Writings fore- 
fold, that about thu time , the Eaſt ſhould 
grow powerful, and that the Jews ſhould be 
Lords of the World : Now theſe obſcure pla- 
ces only meant F. Veſpaſian, and Titus. But 
the common Peopie, (as Men uſually wiſh) in- 
terpreted this mighty Succeſs to themſelves, in 
Caſe it (hould ſo fall out in the midſt of 
their Calamities. Suctonizs alſo takes no- 
tice of this Prophecy, in the Life of Ve. 
ſpaſian c. 4 7: was (ſays he) firmly believ'd Þ 

all over the Eaſt, that, at this time, the Jews | 
ſhould enjoy an univerſal Dominion, This 
(though foretold of the Roman Emperors, and 
was verified in the Event) the Jews under- 
ſtood of themſel ves, and ſo rebell'd ; and 
baving ſlain the Governuar , they alſo routed 
the Forces that the Deputy of Syria, was 
bringing for his Aſſiſtance. Servins likewiſe 
(in his Commentaries upon /rgi!'s _ [ 


+3 


x, o># « | 
PINE IO. 
C/ / y F % 
TTY err” 
AA EE 
” buy 


Phe” + 


B. 4.) telfs us, That Suetonius (in his Life 


of Czar ) ſays, That the Oracles all over the © 4 
+bat- the invincible Empes * 4 


World declar'd, 


rear Was born. fo of 
Now moſt of the wiſe and prudent Men, 


being of this Opinion, Foſephus (who was. 


 adiſcreet Man, and underſtood the Scri- 
- Ptures very well) thought that after F6- 
tapata was taken, the Power of the Fews 


was quite extinct. * Therefore he acquain- - 


\ ted Veſpaſian (as if it had been reveal'd to 
- -» him from Heaven) that the Prophets fore- 


told he ſhould be an Emperour. Not. 


that_ | believe Joſephus had the Spirit of 
Prophecy, for that no one had (as the'an- 
cients affirm) under the ſecond Temple, 


but he ſaid this, to ingratiate himſelf with 


Veſpaſian. For when Fotapata was taken 
within forty ſeven days, according to his 
Prediction, and when by a wonderful Sa- 
' gacity he foreſaw that the Remans would 
take Jeruſalem, he ſo managd his Dil- 


courſe and his Aﬀairs, that he was ſure his 
Prophecy would be Credited. Several of. 


the Few: believ'd that Feruſaslem could not 


be taken, bur by one that was to bean”. 


univerſal Monarch. Hemee we read in 
the Talmud, that R. fFobanan Ben Zachas 


making his Eſcape out of the City (for 


fear of the Seditions rhat were within) was 
apprehended, and being brought before 
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makes he ſaluted him Tinrlur; but - 
when the Emperour denied that he was 
the Perſon, he told him, That he was, and 
that he was appointed ſo. by a Divine Pro- 

_-phecy. For Tſaiab ſays, Chap. 10. 34. 
And Lebanon ſhall fall by a mighty one, 1. e. 

by one WW Rules over all the World. 

Thus we ſee the Completion of this Pro- 

phecy. 

7. Now While Danie!" was much trou- 
bled about the Affiftions' that would fall 
upon the Jews under the four Monarchies, 
_ God was pleas'd to raiſe his ſinking Spi- 
ries, by the Prophecy of a particular hap. 
' Þy Condition that they were to enjoy, 
Dan. 11. 2 Behold there ſhall ſtand up yet 
three Kings in Perſia, and the fourth ſhall be 
far richer than they all. 1, e. There ſhall be 
but three Kings of Perſia after Cyrus. Some 
Men pretend to prove out of Hiſtory, that 
there were fourteen Kings of Perſia, others 
that there were but ſeven. Bur their mi- 
ſtake proceeds from this, becauſe they 
make Cyrzs to be the firſt, whenhe was the 
Eleventh ; re whom ſucceeded Cambyſes, 
Artaxerxes and Darius, and theſe are the 
three which the Prophet means. Now 
 Darizs deſcending from the Fews by his 
Mother's ſide, he gave them leave to build 

* the Temple, and gommanded Ezra to 
teach Ine Pcople out of the Law of 246- 
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| ſes; and Nebemiab was to rake Big : 


| b- the building of the Walls. But Darizs af- 


feting the Empire of Greece, was unfor- 
tunately ſlain by Alexander the Great: 
Furthermore, Daniel ſays, v. 2. 4 mighty 
King ſhall ſtand up, (i. e. Alexander) and ſhall 
be drvided towards the four* winds of Heas 
wen, V. 3. 4. e. in reſpect of thoſe who ſuc- 
ceeded him. The Prophet allo foretels ſe- 
veral other things, as. concerning” Seleuczs, 
the King of the Ajyrians and Babylonians, 
and Ptolemy Lagus. This is enough con-, 
cerning the Completion of ſome Prophe- 
cies, whoſe Events certainly depended 
upon Man's Free-will ; from hence we 
conclude, That God not only foreknows 
thoſe things, which he derermin'd to do 
after ſome extraordinary manner, but like- 
wiſe future Contingencies. 

Hither we may refer what Faſepbus 
| favs, B. 10. c ult. Daniel wrote after the 


ſame manner , concerning the Roman Em- * 


pire, and the DeftruSion of Jeruſalem. AI 
theſe things that were reveal'd to him by 
God, he wrote down, and left to Poſterity ; 
that when they [ſaw what be foretold, was 
punFually fulfll'd, they might wonder thar 
God ſhould have ſo "Genal a Regard for 
him ; and that the Errour: of the Epicu- 
Teans might be confured, who will -not 
allow of Province; and deny that God +» 
governs 2 


NE. 


Coverns wma A bus arr aflert that it 
moves by a natural Impetins ; now if this 
wanted -a Diretor (as they ſay) even as 
we fee Ships caſt away for lack of a Pi- 
lot, and Chariots overturn'd and broken 
that have none to guide them, ſo would 
this alſo be deſtroy d by its own immo- 

derate Motion. 

\. For this Reaſon, when I reflect upon 
the Prophecies of Daniel, 1 can't forbear 
condemning the Ignorance of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who deny God's Providence over 
humane Afﬀairs; for how could his Pro- 
phecies be fulfill®d, if all things were care- 
lefly, and indifferently manag'd ? This is | 
my Opinion, and if any Man be of ano- } 
ther, let him enjoy it. | 
I have but briefly mention'd theſe things, 
but if/any one deſires to ſee all the Con- 
troverſies of the Fews, about the Explica- 
tion of Daniel's Prophecies; he may read 
Abravane''s Treatiſe, which the Learned 
Buxtorf has tranſlated into Latine. But 
this muſt be acknowledg'd, that all Pro- 
. Phecies are obſcure, and the meaning of 
them can't be underſtood, till the Com- 
pletion of them. Ir is God's Pleaſure that 
they ſhould be fo, that there may be room 
for Free will in all our Advions. For if 
Men knew that any thing would neceſſa- 
_ nily, an | ine7 irably all. our, ”" "M - 
ous 
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# God's decree, they would deſpair of good, 
|| and be careleſs aboutthat which was Evil; 
but that they might never be dejected, 
God ispleas'd ſecretly to At with Men in 
| bis Prophecies. 


"xv 


\ SECT. 7. Some there are, who deny 
God's Preſcience,upon theAccount of rheſe, 
and the like Expreſſions, that we meet with 
in the Scripture. Now I know that: thou 
| feareſs God, Gen.22.12. And the Lord came 
down to ſee the City, 11. 5. and in another 
place, 1 will go dawn and ſee, 18. 21, from 
theſe Paſſages theFFanſie it may be prov'd, © 
That God does not foreknow future Con» - 
tingencies. , But if the Reader pleaſes to _ 
Took into my Reconciler upon Geneſis, he. 
may meet with Satisfaftion concerning 
ſuch ſort of Phrafes. This I muſt repear 
in ſhort, that wiſe Men uſually expreſs 
themſelves after this manner, when out of 
two Evils they would chuſe che leaſt ; and 
this is the Caſe here. For, when God 
| knows all chings before hand, that which + 
| he foreknows, he muſt either publickly and 
| particularly diſcover it, or propoſe it un- 
der ambiguous Phrafes. If the firſt, then 
{ Men, knowing the Decrees of God, would 
| be very careleſs about their Life. If che 
- latter, then Expreſſions, leſs becoming *- 
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| God, muſt be usd ; now which method 
does he prefer ? Why, he chuſes rather 
to ſpeak, as if he was ignorant of what 
will come to paſs, becauſe he would con- 
deſcend to our Capacities, and uſe a leſs 
accurate fogm of Speech, that he might 
-Not abridge the Freedom of our Actions. 
After the ſame manner the Scripture a- 
ſcribes to God, Eyes, Hands, &c. not 
becauſe he has ſuch Members ( for he is 
incorporeal) but only to denote his Pro- 
vidence- and his Power. Maimoniges and 
others ſay, that the Law ſpeaks 'after the 
manner of Men, that It may be the better 
underſtood. ' Another Fc of Men objett, 
that if God knows all future Contingen- 
cies, and takes care of the World; why 
then do good Men ſuffer and wicked Men 
Proſper ? This was anſwer'd before out 
of the Prophets. The Pſalmiſt alſo takes 
Notice of this, P/al. 73 LI, I2, 13, &*c. 
and Malachy, Chap. q.'1 

But David expreſies bimſelf thus, Pfal. 
94. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. They ſlay the Widow and 
the Stranger, and Murder the Fatherleſs, Yet 


they ſay the Lord ſhall not ſee, neither ſhall 


the God of facob regard it. Underſtand, O 
ge brutiſh among the People ; and, ye Fools, 
when will ye be wiſe? He that planted tbe 
Ear, ſhall he not bear ? He that formed the 


Eye, ſhall d not al ? He that teacheth Man 


knows 


buewledge, ſhall not he know ? Upon this.” 
Maimonides in his DireCtory tells us, Thar 
two eminent Phyſicians (who wonder d at 
theſe words) ſaid, If we may argue after this 
manner it 2youid follow then that he who made 
the Mouth may eat ; he that form'd the Lungs 
may ſpeak, &fc. But pray obſerve; (Courte- 
ous Reader) and I will inform you, how 
much they miſt ake the Senſe of this Argument. 
It muſt be granted, that an Artificer can 
make po Tool, unleſs be knows the uſe of t : 
As for inſtance, A Needle-maker could not 
take a Needle in that. ſhape, which is fit for 
ſowing, except be knew the uſe that it was 
to be put to, and the ſame may be [aid.of 0- 
ther Inſtruments, Now ſome of the Philo- 
ſophers imagin'd, that God can't apprebend 
ſomie particular things, becauſe they are 
not the Objefts of Senſe: To theſe of 
ſwer, that God's Perception of things is 
not ſenſual, but intellefual. Therefore 
Ill deduce my Arguanent againſt them thus, 
from the Exiſtence of the Senſes, If God 
Was "op how Viſion is perform d, how 
could be form the Eye ? Is it probable, that 
all the various Humours of that Organ, ſhould 
$i contriv'd by Chance? In aword, can any” 
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Coats, and Optick Nerwes; (which are ſo nice. 
| diſpos'd, and perform the Att of Viſs on) 
tou d be f muated in tal poſture dcerdentally 
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-No,. they are thus deſign d by- Nature, as || * 
Phyſicians, and Philoſophers confeſs, Nw | 
Nature, they alſo acknowleage, is not endud | , 
with an IntelleFual, and commanding Facul- 
ty. But this Order, this Management, (which 
x like that of an ingenious Work-man) pro- 
ceeds, they ſay, from an intelleFual Princt- 
ple, and according to my Opinion, is the re- 
ſult of an underſtanding Being, which is the 
Author of all the natural Faculties , that 
Creatures are qualifia with, Now if this 
Intellelual Being, 1s ignorant of this thing, | 
and does not perceive it, how could Nature | 
be deriv'd from it, that deſigns an Effet | ul 
which ſhe knows nothing of ? Therefore David |}. 
Fuſtly calls theſe Men Brutes, and Fools, 
Pal. 94. 8. Hitherto Maimonides. As for Þ* 
what relates to the Adverſity of good G 
Men in this Life, I have largely Diſcoursd BF, 
of it in my Reconciler upon Geneſis. 


” SECT. 8. Three things remain, which [4 
I ſhall diſpatch with Expedition. 1. Iam | 
to prove that. Man is created with a Free- 
will, and that ic is in his Power to make 
Choice of Life or Death. 2. That God's | 
-,Concurrence is neceflary in humane 
Actions ; for, a Divine Aſſiſtance , beſidewhy 
"Man's endeavour, is requir'd in order to" 
_ Salvation, 3. That God. wiſely governs Þ* 
"our Actions, and diretts them to ſuch an | 

: | IE end, Þ 
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| end, that makes us capable of Rewards 
or Puniſhments. es vr 
' Reaſon is enough to convince us, That 
Men are endu'd with Free-will, Maimo- 
aides ſays, Why are there Laws? Why > 
Afﬀficmative, and Negative Precepts ? Do 
hot theſe plainly ſhew us, That if Man 
pleaſes he may obtain Salvation by vertu- 
bus ACtions, or utterly ruin himſelf by 
itious ones? No Body ever threatn'd to 
inflict Puniſhment upon him, who was un- 
able to obey, or was compell'd to tranſ- 
reſs the Law. Therefore ic would be 
'F unjuſt for God to puniſh Men for thar, 
[which they muſt neceſſarily do. If there 
isno ſuch thing as Free-will, the Care of 
preſerving Life would ceaſe,: Admonitions 
would be needleſs, and we muſt deny all 
(Guilt. Let him then that 4s deſtin'd to be 
Hang'd, Killd, or Drown'd, diſpatch him- 
"lf as ſoon as he can. But after all, we 
Fe that God does, not always bleſs che 
flothful and careleſs, but the diligent and 
induſtrious. Man's Condition (faysSt,Cy- 
$i) would be worſe than that of Brutes, 
Bf theſe afted by inſtinct, and thoſe by 
Force. What ſignifie (ſays Cizgro) Laws; 
SEfriends, and good Advice ? There's ng + 
*FMan (fays R. Fo/eph Abo) who would 
"Fake care of his Life, or regard his Adti- 
[ons , if he had not Free-will, But Expe- 
$04, Lo 4aregn- aAH.h.. Ke Ince 
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Y + .rience evinces the contrary, for Hooks þ A 
+ Towns, Arms, Traffick, Husbandry and v} 
.- 


- Tuch like” are not Signs of Security, but Þ 
»> Sollicitude. The Scripture likewiſe atteſts Þ* 
" this, becauſe in that we read, that Adam 
at the beginning was endu'd with Free-will, 
and for that Reaſon excell'd all other $ 
Creatures ; for the Sun neceſſarily, and | Y 
. always ſhines, the Fire burns, and Warter ff | 
moiſtens ; bat Man can do whar he plea- iſ * 
T " f ſes In this reſpect alſo Man is ſaid to be f 
= : made after the Image of God. Neither is Þ 
* # it uſual for God to command the perfor. |þ | 
> mance of any thing, which is not in Man's 


| 
7 Power to do or let alone. Therefore it was þ 
| 
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aw CWYV ME.” 


Sa 


A * neceſlary that Ada: ſhould have a Free- 
— will, when God forbid him to eat of the 
» ® Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, leſt 
+5 I ſhould fay God was unjuſt (which is Blaf: 
Foals to imagine) when he puniſh'd him, Þ 
if he had it nor. A 
This is the Opinion of all 11 the Talmudiſss,þ 
and tor tis Reaſon they ſay, We find from i 
Bk Law,the Propiets, and other Hly rivers 
that a Man can walk in which way he pleaſes. 
Ic is thus prov'd by them, Firſt, out of Þ 
«x: the Law, where God had aid to Balaam, E- 
£7 Numb 22.12. Thou ſhait not go with them, 
& Thou ſhalt not Curſe the People ; neverthe- Þ 
«ics he knowing that he wzs reſolv'd cof 
© # go, Permitted him. Then our of the Pro- Y 
SER phets, Þ 
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{ ih Ifaiah 48 19. I am the Lord thy God, 
which teacheth thee to Profit, which leadeth _ 
thee by the way that thou ſhouldſt go, As if. 
& he ſhould fay, I will always Conduct you 
F in the right way, but if you will not re- 
[card me, and will go wrong, I will leave 
| you to your Free-will, Laſtly, out of the 
Holy Writers, Prov. 3. 34- Surely he ſcorn- 
| th the Scorners, but he giveth Grace unto the 
lowly. 
b From whence it appears, That God 
| hates impious Men, for their lmpiety; but 
| he confers his Grace on the Godly and 
Religious. Hither alſo we may refer that 
ſaying of the Talmudiſts, Shall an id!e Per- 
| ſon think to leave the Care of his Afﬀairs 
to God? No; for it is ſaid, Deut. 15. 10. 
| For this thing the Lord thy God, ſhall bleſs 
| thee in all thy Works, and in all that thou 
| Putteſt thine hand unto, For this Reaſon 
they adviſe us, that we ſhould be careful 
,# to Hes Evil, and chooſe Good ; becauſe 
* they are both in our Power: 
* Hence this isa common Proverb among * 
| them, When the Peſtilence rage: 1 the City, 
| make haſt and get out of it, And they bg- 
| lieve, that this is intimated in the words of 
; F Iſaith, Chap. 26. 20. So it is twice repea- 
ted in = rig Chap. 22. 3. 27 I2. A 
\, prudent Man foreſeeth the Evil, and bideth _ 
| Sal, but the fi ws paſs on, and are por. 


: _ Mis 


>”. 160 Menaſſch Ben-Iſracl, 


Abo 
CO of 


#\ , 
- \ 


e-: 


! 
X 


GOP 
=y 
PR 
E 


ig 
ws 


a> © 


3% N 
\ 


rience evinces the contrary, for Houſes, 


Towns, Arms, Traffick, Husbandry and ff 


. fuch like are not Signs of Security, but 
Sollicitude. The Scripture likewiſe atteſts 
this, becauſe in that we read, that Aday 
at the beginning was endu'd with Free-will, 


and for that Reaſon excell'd all other ff 


Creatures ; for the Sun neceſlarily, and 
always ſhines, the Fire burns, and Water 


 moiſtens ; but Man can do what he plea- 
* 3 fes. In this reſpect alſo Man is faid to be 
_- > made after the Image of God. Neither is | 
7 7 it uſual for God to command the perfor. | 
-» = mance of any thing, which is not in Man's | 
> Power to do or let alone. Therefore it was 


” neceſlary that A4azz ſhould have a Free. 
".. wii, when God forbid him to eat of the 
* Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, leſt 
- I ſhouid fay God was unjuſt ( (which is Blaſ 
- phemiy to imagine) when he puniſh'd him, 


if he had it not. 


| This is the Opinion of all the Talmudiſes, 


wo - and tor tins Reaſon they ſay, We find from 


| *re Law,the 1 "0. vets, and ther 1, ly Wrizers 
ihat a Man can walk in which way he pleaſes, 


Ic is thus prov'd by them, Firſt, out of Þ 
.-the Law, where God had aid to Balas 1M | 
Y 4 ' Numb 22. 12. Thou ſhait not $0 with them, 


* T hou ſhalt not Curſe #8 Peope ; neverthe- 
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phets, Ifaiah 48 19. 1 am the Lord thy God, 
which teacheth thee to Profit, which leadeth 
ſts thee by the way that thou ſhouldſt go, As if 
he ſhould ſay, I will always Conduct you 
1] | in the right way, but if you will not re- 
|| card me, and will go wrong, I will leave 
nd | you to your Free-w:ll, Laſtly, out of the 
er | Holy Writers, Prov. 3. 34- Surely be fcorn- 
eth the Scorners, but he giveth Grace unto the 
be | Jowly. 

From whence it appears, That God 


sf 

r. | bates impious Men, for their lmpiety; but 
Ys he confers his Grace on the Godly and 
2s | (Religious. Hither alſo we may refer that 
- | faying of the Talmudiſts, Shall an idle Per- 


e | ſon think to leave the Care of his Attairs 
f | to God? No; for it is faid, Deut. 15. 10. 
| For this thing the Lord thy God, ſhall bleſs 
1, thee in all thy Works, and in all that thou 
putteſ# thine hand unto, For this Reaſon 
they adviſe us, that we ſhould be careful 
;# to avoid Evil, and chooſe Good ; becauſe 
they are both in our Power. 
| Hence this is a common Proverb among 
(i them, When the Peſtilence rage: 1 the City, 
make haſt and get out of it, And they bg- 
lieve, that this is intimated in the words of 
Tſaith, Chap. 25. 20. So it 15 twice repea- 
>| ted in the Proverbs, Chap. 22. 3. 27 12. A 
' , prudent Man foreſeeth the Evil, and hideth 
kimſelf, but the ſimple paſs on, and are pu- 
hH 3 niſh'd 
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miſhd. Upon this Account the Fon are 


exceeding induftrious in the,time of a 
Plague, to take Care of themſelves, for 
which: they incurr the Cenſures of ſome. 
Plato, Ariſtotle, and other Philoſophers, 
(who had only the Light of Narure) were 
of this Opinion. Plato fays, that Free-will 
1s the Privilege that Men have above all 


other Creatures. Therefore we fee that 


all Mem'are very diligent in their Profeſ- 


fions, that they defend. themſelves againſt 


their Enemies, and by all ways ſhin Evil, 
and follow that which 1s Good. We ſee 


- alſo, that a Man is blam'd or commended 


(and that juſtly) upon the Account of his 
method of Acting, the end that he propo- 
ſes, and the means oo heufes. We never 
find fault with a ©hild, or one that is a- 
fleep, or a Fool, for doing any Body a mif- 


chief ; bur if we Judge by the Event, they 


deferve Reprehenſion as well as other Peo- 
ple.; from whence it follows, that all Men 
agree, That no Perſon is to be praisd, or 


' 3 | reprov'd, but he rhat Atts voluntarily and 


deliberately. So that if a Man has not 
Free will, Advice, Reproof, Reward and 
Puniſhment are vain and ineffeual. 

When thereforeir is ſaid in the Scripture, 


Prov. 16. 4. The Lord hath made all things 


for himſelf ; [ome interpret it, that all the 
works od the Lord manifeſt his PerfefFion and 
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- Power, Maimonides ſays the meaning is, 
| According to his Will,then is added,yea even 
| the wicket for the day of Evil, As much - 
' as toſay, God hath created all things for 


- be die, and another take her. Now if this 


Dy 


his own Glory ; and therefore -when he 
puniſheth wicked Men, he manifeſts the 
Glory of his Juſtice, But in my Judgment 
the meaning is, . God created all things for 
himſelf, i. e. That they might ſerve him; 
for the wicked is hike a Rod in the hand 
of God, with which he chaſtiſeth the un- 
godly : Such an one was Nebuchednezzar, 


| by whom he Correfted the rebellious 


and diſobedient Fews. 

Bur leſt any one ſhould be impos'd up © 
on-by the ſaying of R. Febuda, That from 
our Formation in the Womb, our Marriage 
with ſuch a 4.” , % unalterably deter- 
ind, We mult take notice, that Afaime- 
ides affirms that Matrimony 1s reckon'd 
among the Precepts, and therefore no one 
is compell'd to Marry ſuch or ſuch a Per- 
ſon, becauſe God has not preciſely prede- 
ſtinated any one to the obſervance of the 
Precepts. Beſides, it is expreſly com- 
manded in the Law, Deut. 29. 7. That a 
Man that hath betrathd a Wife, and bath 
not taken ber, ſhall not go in the Buattel, leſt 


Marriage was immutably determin'd, how 
could his Wife be married to another ? 
H 4 Further, 2 
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5 hl we ul underſtand, char 


the Cabbaliſts are of Opinion, that at the 
' . beginning of the World; Souls were made 


by Pares, 7. a Male and a Female (01:48 


'ther; and for this Reaſon they affirm, that 
| Matrimony | is either allotred as a Reward, 
or a Puniſhment according to Mens Atti- 


ons, Soif a Man is religious and deſer- 


ving, he is joyn'd to that Perſon, who was 
created with him. Bur if: nor, (for his 
- Puniſhment) he is wedded to one that is 
very difagreeable to his Humour , and 
PToves a Scold, and a Trouble to him as 
long as ſhe lives. Therefore, they fay, 
"That Parents ſometimes ſell all that they 
have, . to marry their Children to a diſcreet 
and ſober Perſon. And that whoſcever 
rather marries for Vertue and Honefty, 
| than for Beauty, God blefles him , and 
ſends him many Children. Now all this 
aCtually FPINGs upon Man's Free will. 


SECT. 9 So much for Man' $ Free- will: 
I ſhall now treat of God's Concorrence 
-with humane Actions. All the Fews a- 
gree in this, that God concurs with ver- 
tuous Adtions, both by aſliſting them, and 
promoting them : for his Aid 1s neceſſary 
fo their PerſeQion. Hence our Kabbins 
 fay, Thar as ſoon as ever a Man ſets about 


a good: Attich , he has God's aſliſtancg. 
Hence 


fs bo Tor erm ; of Life. oh 


E Þ Hence comes that Saying of their's, when 
' they ſpeak about the Conteſt, which is be- 
| tween the rational and ſenſual Apperite, 
| Without God*s ſuccour, it is impoſſible to ſub- | 
| aue the ſenſual Appetite, To this agrees 
what Hoſea faith, Chap. 13.9. O Iſrael . 
thou haſt deſtroy'd thy {elf but in me 1s thine - 
help. There the Prophet ſhews that wick- 
edneſs ſprings from a Man's ſelf, but rhat 
every good Action 1s from God, as the. 
aſſilting Cauſe ; upon this Account the 
Pfalmiſt addrefies himſelf thus to God, 
Pal. 79. 9. Help us O God of onr Solvuatiog; 
and Feremiah, Lament. 5.21. Turn they 
us unto thee, O Lord, and we [hall be turned, 
So Solomon, Prov. 20, 24, upon which a 
Learned Rabbi ſays, though Man has un- 
| derſtanding, nevertheleſs God's aſſiſtance 
| 15 neceſſary for him. Thus David ſays, P/. 
37.23. The ſteps of a good Man are order d by 
| the Lerd, and be delighteth in his way,as much 
| as to ſay, God indeed perfetts our Actions, 
\ but Man alſo has a Duty to perform. 
Becauſe we owe all the Good we have to 
God; therefore we are obligd to Ho-. 
| nour him with | it, Thus the Pſalmift righr- 
| ly obſerves, Plal. 65.4. Bleſſed is the Man 
| 2yhoma thou chooſeſt, and cauſeſt to approach 
| unto thee, that he may awell in thy Courts,1.e. 
* in Heaven, and in the Company of Saints, 
| Give me leave to explain this by an Ex- 
| ample. I will auieh upon Foſeph and Tar: 
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0 - This being in love with a pretty 
Lady, committed Adultery with her; the 
other ſeeing the Beauty of his wanton Mi- 
ſtreſs, bravely and piouſly refus'd to lie 
with her. 

Now what was the Cauſe of the diffe- 
rent and contrary Motions in theſe two 
Perfons? Wirhour doubt the regular Ap- 
' petite of this, and the depraved one of t'o- 
| ther; for becauſe Tarquin was wholly lead 

away by his Luſts, and deſpis'd Chaſtity, 
God -left him to his vitious Deſires; bur 
becauſe Joſeph's Inclinations were virtuous 
and chaſt, God diſcover'd to him the Fil- 
chineſs of the AR, the Injury to his Ma- 
ſter, and the Torments of Hell ; and by 
rhe Conſideration of theſe chings, Gaod.aſ. 
ſiſted him, and prevented the Commiſſion 
. of ſo notorious a Sin : Hence the Rabbins 

'u&d to ſay upon thoſe words, Gey. 39. 10. 
He hearken'd not unto ber, to lie by her, or 
70 be with ber. He would not lie with I 
her in this World, leſt he ſhould ſuffer 
with her in the next. Now becauſe theſe 
Atﬀtions depended upon both their Free- 
wills, therefore one deſerves Ecernal Praiſe 
and Glory, and the other Everlaſting Dif- 
grace and Ruine. If we allow any ſuch 
thing as Rewards and Puniſhments, 
we mnft neceſſarily admit of Free-will. 
Wherefore God always ſupports and helps 
thoſe Perſons that mind cheir Duty, and Þ 

| | ares 
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are induſtrious, but diſtegards the Lazy 
and Slothful. 


SECT. ro. As to the third thing T am 
to prove, Maimonides affirms, that if men's: 
Sins are very heinous and notorious there 
1s na Too for Repentance; and in confir- 
mation of his Opinion he .us'd to alledge 
that of T/aiah 6. 10. and 2 Chron. 36. 16. 
So that according to him, God harden'd 
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the Heart of Pharaoh for his Sins, Exod.1 4.4s * 


Likewiſe $;hoz and Op King of Baſan were 
ſo wicked, that their Repentance could not 
avert their Puniſhment. Agreeable to rhis 

Opinion it is, that God ſomerimes rakes a- 

way Free-will from Smners, Certain it is 

thar God deprives Men of their Eſtates, 
Honours, Life and Liberty for their Ini- 

FF quities. The Ancients coo were of this 
* | Mind, But what we read -in Tanbuma, 
1s worth our Obſervation. Three things, 


, iays the Author, God has put into our 
{ Power, viz. our Hands, Feet and Mouth, and 
, there are three things which are not in our 
" # Power, vx. our Eyes, Ears and Noſe ; for. 
G we ſee, hear, and ſmell many things that 
- are offgnſive- to us. God oftentimes de- 
1 | bars us the uſe of thoſe things which are 
» in our Power, by reaſon of our Sins. Thus 
L.} | God wither'd the Hand of Feroboam,which 
* | he reach'd our to ſeize the Prophet ; and _ 


made 
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| mads Als bleſs the Iſraelites how he 
 deſignd tocurſe. Therefore it is evident, 
that God very often obftrufts Men's AAi- 
ons, and can abridge their Power. Hence 
| Abravanel confeſſes, that when God in- 

" tends to reward or puniſh any Perſon, 

nothing can prevent ir. An inſtance of 

this he ſays we have, in the Infatuation of 

Achitophel, becauſe God was reſolv'd to 

Puniſh Abſolom, To this belong the words 

Lo» Of Ferem. 10.23. 2. Sam. 17. 14. Iſa. 14. 27. 

' Jſaac Aramaigof opinion,that Repentance 
is Never too late : For, ſays he, it is al- 
ways acceptable to God. Bur he affirms, 

. that for the Murder of our Neighbour, Re- 
pentance is ineffetual, and therefore we 
can't eſcape PuniſhTent for thar. 

_ If may have leave todeclare my Judg- 
ment in this Caſe, I do firmly believe that 
God never forces, or takes away the uſe 
of our Free-will,but always mercifully dil- 
poſes the means, as they are more or leſs 
agreeable to our inclinations ; like the pr- 
mum mobile, which carries round the infe- 
-riour Orbs,' yet every one of them hath 
a diſtinct Motion. I ſhall illuſtrate my 
meaning by this Example, God delign'd 
that the I/-azlires ſhould continue in the 
FN Bondage fo many Years, and that 


ſeph ſhould be advanc'd above all his 
thren Now God compel 'd no body to 
accom- 


of th e Term of Life. "1699 


FT accompliſh this Deſign ; but he only fo 
order'd the means, char Joſeph might be 
ſold tothe Midiaviti(h Merchants, and then 
this way he might come into Egypr. In 
like manner God intended to diſplay the 
ni 1G Signs of his Power among the _ 
Egyptians, but how ? by hardening Pha-® 
raob's Heart, ſo that he ſhould have no uſe 
of his Free-will: ? No, bur by fo contriving | 
ir, that the King might have occaſion, by _ 
the free Uſe, or rather the Abuſe, of his 
Will, of hardening his Heart. Thus when 
he ſaw his own Magicians work the ſame 
Miracles which 'Ms/es's did, he diſregarded 
them. He perceiv d that the Plagues could 
be eaſily remov'd, and ſo was not much 
concern'd at them; bur - obſtinarely 're- * 
fus'd to diſmiſs the People, till he was ſur-. 
priz'd with the Slarghter of his Son, and | 
all the Firſt-born of his Subjets. Thus 
we muſt underſtand, thar God harden'd 
the Hearts of S:hor: and Oz the King of Ba- 
ſan : For the 1/raelites had ſent Meilengers 
to the Edomites, the Ammonttes, and the 
Moabites, to requeſt a Paſſage through the 
Borders of their Country, but being de- 
ny'd, they went another way. * Now S+-. 
hon and Og expetted that they would do 
che ſame'ro._them, but when they : ſaw they 
would nor, they cowk vp Arms-and fliflly * 
oppos'd their Paſſage, bur un PPREL ig = 


; | the y,. were Tele conqu er a Hers 
3K 'only gave an opportunity to their 
perverſeneſs, but did not in theileaſt force 
their 7s, that he might puniſh them. 
God. alſo determin'd to. divide Solomon's 
* Kingdom, but which way did he effect it ? 
F'. ot by compelling Rebabdans but by giving 
; occaſion, that by the: Advice of his young 
- Counſellours (by whom: he was direQted) 
| he might refuſe to leſſen the People's Taxes, 
"and fo Abjab's Prophecy was fulfil'd. 
' Thus I think all the Places, where God 
ſeems to deprive Man of his Free-will that 
he may puniſh him, may be explain'd. 

For as Princes. know how wiſely and 
- prudently to manage their Affairs, that | 
þ- they may. obtain their Deſigns : So does 
God (whois theKing of Heaven and Earth) 
in like manner diſpoſe all things ( without 
-* impairing our Free-wills ) that he may ef- 
fect his Reſol\itions, that he may merciful- 
| Iy recompence ſome, and juſtly puniſh ©: 
1 thers. To this belong the words of Solo- 
3 mon, Prov.21. I. The King s heart is in the 
 havd of the Lord, as the Rivers of Water, be 
© inclineth it whitherſcever be will. He does 
t not ſay, he forcerh, but inclineth ; and this 
* 1s all that 1 proposd to Prove. 


®Z SECT. 11. There ſtill remains one dif- 
| ficulc and intricate Queſtion, which I wilt 
HY endea- 
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: endeavour to folve; and it is this. How 
can Man's Free-will and God's Fore-know- 


ledge be reconcil'd together. This ſeem'd_ | 


inexplicable to Cajetan, very crabbed to 
' Vaſquez, and the Jews unanimouſly con- 
feſs, that it is Very- abſtruſe, Hence Xajs 
monides fays, that God's Knowledge is not 
an Accident { as Man's is ) but is the very 
Eſſence of God.” Wherefore as Men can'c 
comprehend the Eſſence of-God ( accor- 
ding to that in Exod. 33. 20. There ſhall no 
man ſee me and live.:) Soneither can they 
apprehend how God fore- knows things, 
Iſaiab 5x.8.. It is evident (fays the fame 


Author ) that Men have Free-will, and no - 3 
Body doubts but God knew all things from = 
Eternity, but it is ſtill a Queſtion how God 


knows things, and yet” Man have the 
 Liberry of his Will. For to enquire which 
way God knows things, is as much as to 


deſire the Knowledge of God himſelf, both 


which cannot be attain'd in this Life. To 
this belongs the Anſwer of Bias, who was 


dskd how God was acquainted with hu- 


- mane Affairs and ACtions ? Ir is certain, 
ſays he, there is a God, whoſe Providence 


is Fer all; and it is likewiſe certain that 
we have a Free-will ; but how God knows 


our Attions,is caſie to Conjecture, but diffi» 
cult to expiain. | 
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" Menaſſc &h Ben-liracl, 


monides ) ſays, that Mait#tmides indeed did 
propoſe the Queſtion, but did not anſwer 
it, and: therefore he had better have let ic, 
alone. Wherefore this Rabbi (offering his 
Opinion to explain rhe mahner of God's 
Preſcience) ſays, That the Aſtrologers, by 
looking 'upon the Stars, can gueſs at a 
great many things that will come to paſs ; 

>. inlike manner God knows what will hap- 
- pen to Men by the Courſe of the Planets, 


when it is in Man's Power to avoid the 
influence of the Stars by his good or evil 
Attions : He ſays,that God fore-knows that 
Act or Motion of his Will, and which way 
he deſigns to dirett it. Which Preſcience, 

he affirms,  neceſſirares, no Body's Actions. 


Queſtion. 
. Wherefore R.[ſaac Bar Se/at in my WY 
' advances the cleareft Solution. God, ſays 
he, from Erernity order'd all the Aﬀfairs 
_ of the whole World, and by his Divine 
Wiſdom and Sagacity ſaw all the Eitects 
thac ever would be produc'd ; which tho? 
they may depend (1 {| Deak of humane 
© - Actions) upon Man's Free-will to exit, 
E ornottoexiſt; yet nevertheleſs, God in- 
k. 4 Hallibly and certainly fore-iaw, and fore- 
4 | SOT Knew 


R. Abrabam Bar David;(a Rival of Mai- 


which he has ordain'd already. Now 


Bur this, { as the Author himſelf acknow- 
ledges ). is not a ſatisfactory Anſwer to the 
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knew them: Man Joes not act after this» 
br that mariner, becauſe God knew before- 
| hand that he would ; but on the contrary, 
| becauſe Man acts ſo and fo, therefore God 
| knew it from Eternity. This is the Opi- 
[nion of R, Iſaac Arama, Tuſtin Martyr, O= 
 rigen, Damaſcene, Chryſoſtom, Hierom, Au- 
 guſtine, and Cyril; This Solution I firmly 
embrace my ſelf. Here is the Caſe, if a 
' Perſon being plac'd upon an high Tower, 
or Mountain, ſees one Man go from South 
| to North, -another from North to South; 
| by this Act of Viſion he does not neceſſitate 
[the voluntary Motion of thoſe Men ; fo it 
{is here: For Gods Eternity is correſpon- 
| dent, to thediſtance ofPlaces; for he knew 
[all things from Eternity, as if they were 
| but juſt done. I will explain it by anothe? 
| Similitude; let us ſuppoſe a Circle, from 
whoſe Center may be drawn ſeveral Lines 
to the Circumference; Now in reſpect of 
| this Circumference we may conſider a firſt 
* and alaſt;or a diſtance between theſe Lines, 
8 whichin reſpect of the Center is none at all ; 
| ſo in reference to God, there is no ſuch 
| thing as firſt and laſt, paſt and future, bur 
all things are preſent to him. And this,Ibe- 
| lieve, Mercurins Triſmegiſtus means,when he 
EF compares God toa Center, and a Circum- 
WM ference, in reſpect of his wonderful Preſci- 
Fence, And if we refle&t upon what Mais 4 
, RE.  mhonides 7 
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monides ſaid before, that our Knowledge is 

not like God's ; he means nothing elſe, bur 
' that God knows things after a more excel. 

lent manner, than Men do; for he equally 
ſees things that are paſt, future, and pre- 
'fent, but we only thoſs that are preſent, 
"Therefore he ſays, it is very difficult for a 
humane Underſtanding to comprehend the 
mannzr how God fore-knows things, be- 

cauſe ' his Knowledge is not diſtinct from 
bis Eſſence, 
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SECT. 12. Becauſe the Authority of the 

Sacred Writings are to be preferr'd before Þ 

all Reaſon and Experience, I deſign for the 

Eſtabliſhment of this Opinion, to produce Þ 
'the Words which God ſpoke ro Moſes, 

near the Time of his Death, Exed. 31. 16. 
I And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes; behold thou 
| - fhalr fleep with thy Fathers, and thu People 
 - will riſe up, and go a whoring after the 
E. God's of the Strangers of the Land, whither 
they go to be. among ſt them, and will forſake 
me and break my Covenant which 1 have 
made with them. 

_ Here is a plain Inſtance of God's fore- 
*knowledge - And that. the People might: 
__Hever forget it, he adds, wv. 19. Write ye 
this Song for you, and teach it the Children 

of Wrael,c. That God's Preſcience does. 
=. - Not interfere with our Free-will, or impofe. 
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q _ any Neceſſity upen it, is plain from v.21; 2 
* For I know their Imagination which they ' go. _ b: 
about even now, before I have brought- them 

| . mmto the Land which I fware. Behold how * 

| God's Preſcience and Man's Free-will' ex- } 

| attly agree together. Thar the Willis not . 3 
forc'd, is manifeſt from the Puniſhments 7 
which are inflicted on the Sinner, wyaT. 7 
When many Evils and Troubles are 4h allen . 
chem.” Thar is a famous Saying of the Rab-' b 
bins, All things are ſeen, and Jet Liberty is 'Z 4 


granted. 


To conclude, I will now compendiouſly - 
ſumm up what I have treated of 1n this' 


DOK. 

I. I have _ſhew'd, that our Bn Tas a 
Term, 

2. Thar this may be. confider'd accor- 
ding to the Confſtirution.of rhe Body, or 3 
the Planets, which variouſly act on the; 
Body ; oras ſome will have ir, in general, .” 
In reſpect of the preſent and the palk.*; 

1 ines. 

3. That the Term of Life is alterable. _ 

. Thar man's Life may be contraſted | 
ſeveral ways, viz. by the Providence of 
God, by Nature, and by Chance. . 2 

7 'Thar our Life may be prolong'd = 
the Meditation on God's Law, and the ; 

Obſervation of his Precepts; one of which 
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| belongs to the Mind or Theory ; the other 
to the Will or Prattice. 

6. That man may freely make uſe of 
© Remedies and Phyſick when he is ſick. 

7. That though God fore-knows future 
\ Contingencies, Nevertheleſs, every one 
- may act virtuouſly or wickedly if he plea- 


